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•‘FOREFATHERS’  DAY." 

That  great  annual  event  has  come 
and  gone  once  more  when  the  progeny 
of  New  England  meets  at  metropolitan  i 
points  both  east  and  west  to  celebrate 
the  fame  and  virtue  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers.  Bishop  Potter  for  once 
truthfully  portrayed  the  present  New 
England  spirit  in  the  story  of  the 
young  darkey  and  the  pumpkin— the 
readiness  to  mother  everything  desira¬ 
ble  even  if  it  be  but  a  jack  rabbit 
donkey, — to  claim  all  the  virtues, 
graces  and,  moral  excellencies 
military  and  intellectual  achievements, 
and  to  arrogate  to  themselves  all  good 
things.  New  England  societies  have 
been  formed  throughout  the  east  and 
west  wherever  her  sons  have  found  a 
dwelling  place,  and  on  “  Forefathers’ 
Day”  and  other  anniversary  occasions 
their  harmless  self-laudation  and  the 
fulsome  adulation  of  their  orators 
are  borne  abroad  .  with  speed 
of  steam  and  lightning  flash. 
Grand,  magnificent  and  sublime  is  the 
history  of  the  heoric  souls  who  braved 
all  perils,  endured  all  things  for  free¬ 
dom.  We  would  not  dim  the  lustre  of 
their  fame  and  glory  by  faintest 
shadow  of  a  single  word  of  censure  or 
detraction.  We  speak  with  reverence 
of  the  noble  Pilgrim  Fathers. 

But  thd  story  of  that  other  band  of 
German  Pilgrims  if  told  with  the  elo¬ 
quence  of  a  Webster  or  the  inspiration 
of  a  Longfellow,  would  form  a  worthy 
counterpart  of  Plymouth  Rock.  For  the 
first  time  within  our  observation  has  any 
speaker  on  this  occasion  been  liberal 
enough  to  give  any  sort  of  recognition 
to  other  than  Yankee  or  Cavalier  forces 
in  the  development  of  our  National 
history.  Mr.  Hampton  L.  Carson 
eomes  a  step  nearer  to  the  truth  when 
he  gives  credit  to  the  Quaker,  but 


V*  hen  he  claims  for  his  type  of  ances-  ' 
try  all  the  credit,  honor,  virtue 
and  praise  incident  to  the  de¬ 
li  velopment  of  the  Keystone  State 
he  proves  himself  very  successful  in 
emulating  that  quality  of  the  Yankee 
of  which  he  complains.  He  is  as  far 
from  the  truth  as  ever  when  he  omits 
i  the  Pennsylvania  Dutchman,  who  not 
only  occupies  over  half  the  State  but 
whose  descendants  have  migrated 
north,  east,  south  and  west,  that  it  is 
I  almost  impossible  to  go  to  any  State  or 
I  territory  in  the  Union  without  finding 
|  the  son  of  a  Pennsylvania  dutchman. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  history 
i  scarcely  mentions  this  important  fae- 
toi  of  the  population  of  our  country. 

If  we  read  the  history  of  our  land  we 
hardly  learn  that  a  German  migration 
to  America  and  the  foundation  of  a  i 
German  settlement  in  Pennsylvania 
ever  took  place.  There  may  be  a  rea¬ 
son  for  this  but  there  can  be  no  excuse. 
The  great  Anglo-Saxon  population  of 
the  United  States  naturally  divides  into 
two  distinct  classes  separated  not  by 
any  arbitrary  parallel  of  lati¬ 
tude  into  the  North  and  the 

I  South,  but  by  a  political,  social 
and  religious  division  line  that  is  easily 
traced,  not  only  through  the  period  of 
our  national  existence,  but  back  to  the 
very  beginning  of  our  Colonial  history, 
nearly  three  hundred  years  ago.  These 
two  main  but  distinct  types  of  Ameri¬ 
can  civilization  have  thus  been  marked 
by  distinguishing  characteristics  from  i 
their  earliest  establishment  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time — nay,  the  germs  of  which 
were  even  brought  from  the  old  world 
and  they  have  antagonized  each 
other  on  the  fields  of  peace  and  war,  in 
Church  and  State  :  the  one  represent¬ 
ing  the  Pilgrim  succession  of  Plymouth 
Rock,  and  the  other  the  slave-holding 
oligarchy,  which  traces  its  foundation 
to  Jamestown.  The  American  his¬ 
torian  recognizes  but  these  two  ele¬ 
ments  of  national  life  and  society 
in  the  United  States.  He  forgets  the 
large  intervening  territory  extending 
from  the  Rappahannock  to  the  Hud¬ 
son  which  was  not  included  in  the 
charter  grants  of  King  James  I  of 
England,  either  to  the  Plymouth  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  North,  or  the  London 
Company  of  the  South,  and  which  was 
occupied  at  a  later  day  with  the  ex- 


ception  of  a  few  Quakers  and  a  few 
New  England  immigrants,  not  by  the 
English  at  all,  but  by  the  Dutch  of 
Holland  and  earlier  Swedes,  by  the 
Scotch,  Irish  and  the  German  Pala¬ 
tines. 

In  the  minds  of  the  great  orators  | 
who  recount  our  country’s  progress,  j 
our  glories  and  our  achievments  on ! 
occasions  of  national  festivity  and  the 
New  Englander’s  Forefather’s  Day, 

that  American  citizen  is  not  worthy 
of  mention  who  cannot  trace  his 
lineage  to  New  England  or  who  has  not 
the  blood  of  the  Southern  cavalier  in 
1  his  veins.  Especially  remarkable  is  it 
.  that  the  historian  and  the  editor  who 
|  spring  from  the  one  or  the  other  of 
|  these  two  lines  of  English  settlement 
|  regard  of  no  consequence  a  people  who 
|  occupy  over  half  of  a  great  state  like 
!  Pennsylvania  ;  and  as  if  in  emulation 
:  of  the  inacuracies  the  slights  and  the 
prejudices  of  these  writers  the  lesser 
chroniclers  of  the  affairs  of  the  Key¬ 
stone  state,  if  they  do  not  wholly  ig¬ 
nore  the  German  settlers  whose  de¬ 
scendants  to-day  we  venture  to  say  ' 
outnumber  the  remaining  population  of 
the  State  commit  the  greater  injustice  ’ 
of  misrepresenting  or  defaming  them. 
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OUR  GERMAN  ANCESTRY. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  DUTCH  OF  “YE 
OLDEN  TIME.” 


“A  Story  of  Thrift  and  Prosperity  that 
May  be  Bead  in  the  Fruitful  Val¬ 
leys  and  on  the  Cultivated 
Sides  of  Our  Mountains.” 

Editor  Report:  I  read  with  much 
I  pleasure  the  addresses  delivered  at  the 
dinner  of  the  New  England  Society  in 
Philadelphia  a  few  days  ago,  and  am 


much  pleased  with  your  editorial  re¬ 
marks  on  “Forefather’s  Day  ”  in  yes¬ 
terday’s  issue  of  the  Report.  We  owe 
much  to  the  Pilgrims  of  New  England 
and  the  Cavaliers  of  the  South,  but  we 
should  not  forget  that  sturdy  German 
!  element  who  'Contributed  as  much  as 
either  of  the  above-named  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  struggling  colonies. 
Fortunately  we  have  a  Pennsylvania 
German,  a  native,  too,  of  Lebanon,  who 
has  made  their  history  a  study,  and 
who  speaks  in  no  uncertain  tones  of 
the  achievements  of  his  race.  I  refer 
to  Col.  Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  editor 
of  the  Reading  Times,  and  take  pleas¬ 
ure  in  sending  you  herewith  an  address 
on  “Our  German  Ancestry,”  delivered 
by  him  on  the  evening  of  January  15, 
last,  at  a  banquet  of  the  Constatter- 
Verein,  in  Reading.  It  deserves  a  more 
general  circulation  and  a  re-publication 
at  this  time  would  be  quite  opportune. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  H.  Redsecker. 

December  27,  1890. 


Col.  Zimmerman  spoke  as  follows  : 
Mr.  President  and  Ladies  and  Gentle¬ 
men  : 

■  I  desire,  first,  to  congratulate  the 
j  Cannstatter-Verein,  and  through  them 
the  Harmonie-Msennerchor,  upon  the 
unvarying  success  of  their  respective  ( 
public  entertainments.  To  both  or¬ 
ganizations  the  citizens  of  Reading  are  , 
much  indebted  for  social  pleasures  that 
flow  in  upon  them  in  unending  meas¬ 
ure. 

In  appearing  before  you  for  the  third 
time,  I  will  not  be  as  ungracious  as 
once  wras  an  editorial  brother,  who, 
apprehensive  of  not  being  understood 
by  his  audience,  said  the  occasion  re¬ 
minded  him  of  a  Chester  countian  who 
came  to  Berks,  not  understanding  a 
word  of  German.  It  must  have  been 
one  of  those  fellows  who  affect  social 
and  intellectual  superiority  over  what 
such  as  he  choose  to  style  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Dutch.  He  was  in  a  flour  mill 
!  and  a  barrel  of  flour  fell  upon  the  top 
i  of  his  head— injured  him  exclusively, 
as  it  were,  in  the  German  language. 
Not  understanding  a  word  of  that  lan¬ 
guage  the  man  did  not  know  that  he 
was  hurt.  If  the  barrel  of  flour  had 
struck  him  in  Pennsylvania  Dutch — so 
the  story  goes — it  would  have  killed 
him.  In  the  language  of  the  narrative, 
however,  time  passed  on,  and  he 
gradually  acquired  a  smattering  of  the  i 
German  language,  and  presently  his 
head  began  to  hurt.  At  length  when  , 
he  began  to  speak  German  fluently,  he 
died  of  his  ailment.  Not  so  with  the 
audience  of  intelligent  Germans  as¬ 
sembled  here  to-night.  However,  ob- 1 
scure  may  be  my  effort,  I  hope  the  fate , 
of  the  Chester  countaian  and  the  flour  j 
barrel  won’t  befall  any  of  my  friends] 
when  they  come  to  realize  the  full  ex- 
tent  of  my  infliction  upon  them  this 


1 
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evening. 

The  story  I  have  just  told  happily 
suggests  a  theme  for  a  few  brief  re¬ 
marks,  viz.,  the  strange  things  that 
have  come  to  pass,  right  here  in  this 
part  of  the  State,  since  the  time,  172 
years  ago,  when  the  Quaker  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania  ordered  that  none  but 
English-speaking  immigrants  should 
be  the  subjects  of  naturalization,  and 
that  every  foreigner  to  the  English 
government  arriving  after  the  passage 
of  this  act  should  pay  a  duty  of  forty 
shillings  and  swear  allegiance  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  province.  In  spite  of 
this  and  kindred  adverse  legislation, 
the  proscribed  German  came  and  took 
possession  of  some  of  the  fairest  por¬ 
tions  of  our  country,  while  the  Quaker 
was  gradually  passing  away. 

‘  ‘He  perished  in  no  great  tumult  of  wars,  ’  ’ 
says  a  writer,  “nor  by  the  march  of  any 
pestilence.  He  was  neither  indolent  nor 
lacking  in  shrewdness ;  he  did  not  starve 
to  death,  nor  did  the  Germans  so  much  as 
crowd  him.  He  died  simply  because  he 
was  too  good  to  live.  But  the  proscribed 
German  steadily  bided  his  time.  He  came, 
paid  his  duty  and  stayed.  He  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  rich  farms  along  the  Susque¬ 
hanna,  the  Lehigh  and  the  Juniata,  and 
filled  the  glorious  valleys  which  lead  down 
to  the  rivers.” 

The  writer,  who  should  have  in¬ 
cluded  the  Schuylkill,  adds : 

“The  most  timorous  Quaker,  fearful  of 
German  ascendency,  could  scarcely  have 
had  a  prevision  of  the  complete  triumph 
attained  by  his  Teutonic  rival  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  present  century.  The 
Quaker  was  already  little  more  than  a 
memory:  the  German  the  potent  fact  of 
the  social  and  political  order.” 

It  may  be  well  in  this  connection  to 
recall  the  fact  that  between  1750  and 
1785  the  Friends  were  quite  influential 
in  Berks,  and  about  ten  times  as  nu¬ 
merous  in  membership  as  they  are  at 
the  present  day.  Before  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  they  held  many  important  offices, 
and  we  find  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Colonial  Legislature  from  Berks 
were  Friends. 

History  further  informs  us  that  be¬ 
tween  1720  and  1760  Germans  flocked 
to  this  country  in  vast  numbers.  They 
rapidly  filled  up  these  beautiful  valleys 
of  ours,  encircled  these  stony  hills  with 
their  habitations,  surrounded  and 
stifled  the  English  Friends  by  a  cordon 
of  adverse  influences,  and  held  the 
Welsh  at  bay  in  the  southern  townships 
of  the  county. 

These  settlers  were  not  martyrs  in 
the  religious  sense  of  the  word,  but 
were  driven  by  poverty  from  their  na¬ 
tive  land  to  seek  a  livelihood  in  the 
New  World.  On  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  some  of  them  proceeded  up 

along  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  for 
about  forty  miles,  until  they  came  to 
where  the  Manatawny  empties  into  the 

Schuylkill? 

The  first  clearings  of  these  pioneers 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  if  not  on  the 


actual  site  of  the  farm  of  Col.  Peter 
Weaver,  in  Amity  township.  At  this 
time  it  should  be  remembered,  there 
was  no  settlement  at  Reading,  and 
probable  not  one  white  man  had  pene¬ 
trated  so  far  into  the  western  wilds. 
Philadelphia  was  only  a  straggling 
hamlet — a  mere  plot  on  the  surveyor’s 
chart. 

And  this  leads  me  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  another  phase  of  the  subject, 
viz.,  the  morvelous  growth  of  this 
colony,  and  the  wonderful  prosperity 
which  has  attended  the  well  directed 
industry  of  the  generations  which 
grew  out  of  it — recalling,  in  the  one 
case,  historic  mementoes  of  a  most 
worthy  ancestry,  and,  in  the  other, 
reflecting  the  sturdy  qualities  of  their 
numerous  progeny.  They  tell  a  story 
of  thrift  and  prosperty  that  may  be 
read  in  the  fruitful  valleys  and  on  the 
cultivated  sides  of  our  mountains;  in  the 
blooming  orchards  and  flower  fringed 
gardens  that  may  be  seen  on  every 
hand;  in  the  rich  garniture  of  golden 
sheaves  and  in  the  extensive  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  purpling  grape  with  its  im¬ 
prisoned  treasure  of  liquid  sunshine. 
One,  too,  may  read  the  story  in  the 
comfortable  homes  that  everywhere 
dot  the  landscape,  as  well  as  in  the 
splendid  physical  development  and 
hardiness  of  the  race  of  good  men  and 
true  who,  after  suffering  afflictions 
compared  to  which  those  suffered  by 
the  Pilgrim  fathers  were  mild  experi¬ 
ences,  came  here  and  wrought  out  the 
blessings  and  comforts  of  civilization. 

Brave  men  were  these  pioneers;  not 
weaklings.  Hearts  of  oak  had  they; 
not  mere  palpitating  machines  that 
fluttered  at  the  thought  of  danger.  In 
their  struggle  for  bread  willing  hands 
and  vigorous  constitutions  were 
supplemented  by  healthful  impulses 
and  nerves  of  steel.  They  came  not 
hither  to  settle  down  in  the  lap  of  afflu¬ 
ence,  nor  to  bask  in  the  favor  of  kings. 
They  came  to  wrestle  with  untried  dif¬ 
ficulties— to  grapple  with  Fate — in  a 
new  world ;  to  cut  down  and  clear  up 
unbroken  forests,  in  which  they  were 
confronted  at  almost  every  step  by  hos¬ 
tile  savages  and  wild  beasts.  Many 
and  fierce  were  their  struggles,  *  ‘  re¬ 
calling  the  conflicts  of  covenanters  and 
clansmen  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland, 
the  bloody  deeds  of  banditti  in  the  de¬ 
files  of  Greece,  the  battles  of  Saracens 
and  Crusaders  on  the  plains  of  Asia 
Minor.”  But  why  recount  this  story 
of  suffering  and  disaster  ? 

And  yet,  amid  festivities  like  this,  it 
is  well  to  recall  the  deeds  of  these  wor¬ 
thies  who  helped  to  make  such  gath¬ 
erings  possible,  and  to  revive  their 
precious  memories  in  speech  and 
song.  I  often  think  of  those  13 
German  families— that  was  the  whole 
number— who,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1683, 
embarked  at  Gravesend,  England,  for 
America,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
memorable  6th  of  October  following. 


Out  of  their  German  homes  along-  the 
classic  Rhine,  away  up  close  to  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Holland,  these  emigrants  car¬ 
ried  the  teachings  of  their  fathers. 

In  his  description  of  the  Teutonic 
heart  Tacitus  was  right  in  naming  the 
three  great  characteristics  as  “love  of 
country,  love  of  freedom,  and  love  of 
domestic  life.”  It  was  because  of  the 
hatred  of  tyranny  by  these  early  set¬ 
tlers,  and  their  love  of  home  and  coun¬ 
try,  that  they  sought  an  asylum  here. 
It  was  because  of  this  that  the  blood 
of  these  early  imigrants  came  to  be 
among  the  first  that  flowed  into  the 
veins  of  the  new  Christian  Common¬ 
wealth — the  “holy  experiment”  which 
William  Penn  invited  them  to  join  in. 

One  can  almost  see  the  band  of  bro¬ 
thers,  with  great  free  heart,  in  solemn 
talk  and  prayer,  giving  thanks  to  God 
on  that  blissful  eventide  when  they 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware. 
It  must  have  been  to  them  like  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  shores  of  the  golden  age  of 
Hope.  And  as  they  stood  there  in 
prayer,  throwing  themselves  for  the 
Hundredth  time 

Upon  the  great  world’s  altar  stairs 

That  slope  through  darkness  up  to  God, 
the  eye  of  fancy  can  almost  see  the 
glimmer  of  the  rising  moon  upon  the 
whitened  sails  of  the  good  ship  Con¬ 
cord,  after  its  months  of  tempestuous 
sailing,  bearing  upon  their  ruffled 
bosom  a  light  that  seemed  prophetic  of 
the  happiness  and  prosperity  which 
would  sometime  illumine  their  homes 
in  the  El  Dorado  which  they  had  just 
found  in  the  new  world. 

The  stability  of  the  German  char¬ 
acter  is  well  defined  in  the  expression 
that  the  Palatines  were  the  “one  race 
in  the  United  States  which  most  fully 
got  into  the  soil,”  and  in  the  fact  that 
they  have  held  their  ancestral  seats 
with  less  change  of  ownership  than  any 
other.  In  a  recent  article  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Griffis,  of  Boston,  who  is  author  of 
several  important  works  on  Corea  and 
Japan,  that  gentleman  refers  in  elo¬ 
quent  terms  to  these  people  as  unsur¬ 
passed  by  none  in  their  loyalty  to  the 
cause  of  American  independence  in  the 
time  of  the  Revolution.  He  says: 

“  They  formed  one-third  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  Pennsylvania.  The  German  regi¬ 
ments  usually  went  into  battle  singing 
hymns.  Maryland  also  sent  a  German  reg¬ 
iment,  and  Washington’s  body-guard  of  fif¬ 
ty-seven  men  were  Germans.  The  Euro¬ 
pean  drill-masters,  chief  of  whom  was 
Steuben,  the  man  for  the  hour  at  Valley 
Forge,  and  who  so  drilled  the  Continentals 
that  they  never  again  were  worsted  by 
equal  forces,  were  Germans.  The  most 
stubbornly  contested,  and,  for  the  numbers 
engaged,  the  bloodiest  battle  of  the  war, 
was  fought  at  Oriskany,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Pal¬ 
atine  Germans.  The  preaching  and  social 
and  personal  influence  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans— led  off  by  Washington’s  ‘  baker 

feneral,’  Ludwick— did  more  to  decimate 
y  desertion,  and  weaken  by  enlighten¬ 
ment,  the  ranks  of  the  Hessians— honest 
men.  missruided  and  voaded  to  strange  acts 
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by  British  officers’  T&s  about  the  Ameri¬ 
cans — than  all  the  infdptry  bullets  or  artil¬ 
lery  balls  of  militia  ^nd  Continentals,  or 
the  accidents  and  sicknesses  of  war.  The 
first  ecclesiastical  protest  (1688)  against  sla¬ 
very,  the  first  book  (173V)  published  against 
slavery,  the  first  paper  inill  (1690)  the  first 
Bible  (1743)  printed,  the  finest  and  largest 
specimen  or  colored  printing,  and  book¬ 
making,  the  first  work  (1770)  on  the  phi¬ 
losophy  of  pedagogics,  in  America,  came 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Germans.” 

These  words  can  hardly  be  said  to  be 
new,  but  they  are  true.  That  they 
come  from  New  England  gives  them 
special  value,  for  in  that  region  the ' 
Pennsylvania  Germans  have  been  most 
frequently  misrepresented. 

And  these  are  the  people  whom  and  j 
whose  ancestry  it  has  become  the  fash- 1 

ion  in  certain  quarters  to  deride;  of 
whom  it  is  said  they  have  no  culture; 
and  no  literature ;  whose  language 
is  held  up  to  ridicule,  and  whose  thrift 
is  made  the  subject  of  disparaging 
comment. 

But  what  are  the  facts  in  the  case. 
Let  us  call  up  competent  testimony. 

“  Of  the  persons  emigrating  from  Ger-i 
many  to  the  United  States,”  says  Con¬ 
sul-General  Mueller  in  a  late  report  to 
the  State  Department,  “nine  hundred 
out  of  every  thousand  are  fitted  to  en¬ 
ter  the  various  walks  of  active  Ameri¬ 
can  life.”  He  adds:  “As  a  rule,  they 
are  strong,  well-trained  and  intelli¬ 
gent.”  And  this  from  an  English 
source:  “Germany  yields  more  intel¬ 
lectual  produce  than  it  can  use  and  pay 
for,”  says  the  gifted  George  Eliot. 
What  a  magnificent  tribute  to  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  this  people!  And  yet, 
well  educated  as  are  the  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  those  who  come  to  this  country, 
they  are  not  of  a  kind 

Whose  pride  of  intellect  exalts  its  horn 

In  proud  contumely  above  the  wise  and 
meek. 

True,  one  does  not  hear  and  see  around 
the  habitations  of  these  people  the  sil¬ 
very  splash  of  iridescent  fountains; 
one  does  not  see  pillared  corridors  en¬ 
compassing  garden  and  bower  and 
grotto,  nor  trains  of  liveried  servants 
with  flowing  garments  dancing  attend¬ 
ance  upon  pampered  guests;  nor, 
indeed,  any  of  the  glitter  and  tinsel  of 
luxurious  civilization;  but,  what  is  far 
better,  in  what  was  once  an  unbroken 
wilderness  one  may  see  the  kindling 
dawn  bathing  in  the  roseate  beauty 
the  humble  abodes  of  a  happy  people; 
one  may  see,  in  the  shining  crest  of  the 
mountain,  on  the  sun-illumed  field  and 
meadow,  in  the  rippling  stream  with 
its  tremulous  surface  enmeshed  in  a 
net-work  of  sunbeams,  on  the  corn 
clad  upland  and  along  the  fringes  of 
the  dewy  dell,  upon  the  clambering 
vines  and  over  the  hanging  woods  on, 
the  patches  of  dark  moss  and  in  the 
transparent  green  of  the  leaves— in¬ 
deed,  all  around  the  peaceful  homes  of 
these  people — homes  that  once  were 
the  lairs  and  abiding  places  of  wild 


beasts  and  savages— one*  may  behold  a 
flood  of  golden  beauty  like  that  which, 
coming  from  some  angel  of  light,  must 
have  transformed  the  streams  and 
fountains  of  the  lost  Eden  into  visions 
of  crystalline  loveliness. 

How  often,  no  doubt,  during  the 
hundred  of  years  that  have  passed 
since  these  early  pioneers  reached  our 
shores,  how  often  did  they  and  their 
children  and  their  children’s  children 
select  some  quiet  spot  on  the  farm  and 
“  sit  and  chat  away  the  sunny  hours, 
and  listen  to  those  delicate  sounds 
which  one  might  fancy  came  from  tiny 
bells  worn  on  the  garments  of  Silence 
to  make  us  aware  of  her  invisible  pres¬ 
ence.”  How  often,  amid  peace-in¬ 
spiring  scenes  like  this,  did  the  aged 
fathers  and  the  sainted  mothers,  moved 
to  meditative  thought  by  the  sublime 
calm  of  Nature,  exclaim  with  Gee  the : 

“  Uber  alien  Gipfeln 
1st  Ruh, 

In  alien  Wipfeln 
Spurest  du 
Kaurn  einen  Hauch  j 
Die  Vogelein  schweigen  ini  Walde, 
Warte,  nur,  balde 
Ruhest  du  auch.” 
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I  OUR  PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN 
FOREFATHERS . 

Yesterday  we  spoke  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
lander’s  “Forefathers  Day”;  to -day 
we  would  speak  a  word  about  the  Fore¬ 
fathers  from  the  Fatherland.  We 
pointed  out  yesterday  the  in- 
1  accuracy  and  injustice  of  the 
historian  in  not  giving  credit 
I  in  the  history  of  our  National  and  State 
|  development  to  so  important  a  factor 
as  the  Pennsylvania  German.  It  is  our 
purpose  if  possible  to  call  public  atten- 
|  kion  to  this  studied  omission,  and  to 
arouse  an  interest  in  the  public  mind 
that  will  command  our  rightful  place 
in  history,  and  secure  for  our  people 
the  share  of  credit,  honor  and  glory 
wliich  belongs  to  them. 

We  would  urge  the  need  of  fostering 
a  feeling  of  ancestral  pride  and  a  spirit 
I  of  loyalty  to  the  blood  of  the  German 
born  pilgrims  from  whom  so  many  of 
I  our  people  have  descended.  How? 


By  organizing  societies — general  and 
local — for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  j 
and  preserving  facts  of  historical  in- 1 
terest  and  of  emphasizing  the  achieve-  j 
ments  of  our  forefathers  and  their  sons.  | 
By  holding  great  public  celebrations  to  I 
rehearse  the  story  of  their  sorrows,  j 
their  sufferings,  their  sacrifices,  and  j 
their  successes,  in  speech  and  song,  j 
in  poetry  and  history.  By  rear¬ 
ing  monuments  of  stone  and  bronze, 
of  thought  and  brain,  to  em¬ 
balm  in  the  memories  of  future  gen¬ 
erations  forever  the  noble  deeds,  the 
heroic  exploits,  the  lofty  purposes,  the 
calm  fortitude,  the  household  virtues  of 
“  that  Brotherland, 

The  sorrowing  exiles  of  the  Fatherland, 

Leaving  their  homes  in  Kriesheim’s  bowers  of 
vine 

And  the  blue  beauty  of  their  glorious  Rhine. 

To  seek  amidst  our  solemn  depths  of  wood 
Freedom  from  man,  and  holy  peace  with  God !”  , 

They  too  endured  all  things  to  find  { 
freedom  of  thought  and  deed,  of  soul  i 
and  conscience.  Is  it  of  no  account ! 
that  they  have  transformed  the  wilder¬ 
ness  into  a  heritage,  “fair  as  a  garden 
of  the  Lord  ?”  Is  it  nothing  that  they 
are  the  most  prosperous  people  the 
sun  shines  upon,  that  fair  fields,  broad 
acres  and  happy  homes,  wealth 
and  comfort  and  the  good 
things  of  life  in  abundance  are 
theirs,  not  by  inheritance  or  con¬ 
quest  or  fraud,  but  by  right  of  having 
!  earned  them  ?  Is  it  so  much  a  matter 
ot  course  as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice  ; 
that  by  their  industry,  thrift  and  j 
energy,  their  ceaseless  toil  and  homely  i 
virtues  they  have  made  themselves : 
the  most  contented  and  moral  and  law- 
abiding  citizens  of  the  land?  Are  they  \ 
not  the  projectors  of  vast  and  compli¬ 
cated  industrial  and  commercial  enter¬ 
prises?  Let  the  business  directory  of 
any  town  or  city  in  Pennsylvania  give 
answer.  Go  from  town  to  town  and 
read  the  names  on 'business  signs  and 
;  professional  cards  for  your  answer. 

Will  any  one  dare  to  impugn  their 
courage,  their  valor  or  their  patriotism 
on  the  field  of  battle?  Have  they  not 
|  ever  been  foremost  and  bravest 
among  the  nation’s  defenders  in  every 
bloody  conflict  against  oppression  and 
treason,  for  justice  and  liberty — from 
Germantown  and  Valley  Forge  to 
Gettysburg  ?  Is  it  not  a  notorious  fact 
that  in  the  great  struggle  for  Amer¬ 
ican  Independence  when  others  wav- ; 
ered  in  thei%  fealty  to  the  infant  gov- : 
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eminent,  she  trusted  implicity  in  the 
loyalty  of  her  Dutch  subjects— the 
German  yeomanry  of  the  Conestoga, 
the  Codorus,  the  Schuylkill,  the 
Swatara  and  the  Tulpehocken  ?  Does 
not  the  Pennsylvania  Dutchman  and 
his  fair  sister  teach  our  schools  ?  Does 
he  not  edit  our  newspapers  ?  Does  he 
not  cure  our  sick  and  furnish  our 
theology  ?  Has  he  not  helped  to  make 
the  law  of  our  land  in  the  halls  of  leg¬ 
islation,  does  he  not  practice  it 
with  honor  and  distinction 
at  the  bar,  and  has  he  not 
administered  it  with  wisdom  and 
righteous  and  impartial  judgment  on 
the  bench?  Is  his  name  not  found  in 
every  department  of  science  and  art — 
does  he  not  fill  offices  of  trust  and 
honor  and  power,  and  sit  high  in  the 
councils  of  the  State  and  Nation  ? 
Have  not  half  of  our  Governors  since 
the  Revolution  been  Pennsylvania 
Dutchmen?  Was  not  the  brave  and 
fearless  Ritner  the  first  of  all  the 
Governors  of  the  Union  to  lift  his 
official  voice  against  negro  slavery  in 
America  in  his  message  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  of  1836?  And  is  it  forever  to 
be  ignored  that  a  society  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Germans,  as  we  had  occasion  to 
state  last  week  in  connection  with 
the  celebration  of  Whittier  day,  was 


the  first  religious  body  in  America  to 
express  their  outraged  feelings  and  in¬ 
dignation  in  words  of  stern  denuncia¬ 
tion  of  that  same  national  Infamy. 

The  purpose  of  all  this  is  to  awaken 
an  interest  in  the  subject  of  this  edi¬ 
torial,  and  to  that  end  we  suggest  and 
urge  the  organization  of  a  society  of 
the  descendants  of  the  German  Pala¬ 
tines,  and  invite  the  advice  and  co¬ 
operation  of  all  who  are  interested 
in  our  subject. 


PSALM  DES  LEBEXS. 

[The  following  translation  of  Long¬ 
fellow’s  Psalm  of  Life,”  a!nd  published 
in  the  Reading  Times  of  Wednesday, 
prompts  us  to  print  the  subjoined  un¬ 


published  translation  of  the  same  lines 


into  German.] 


Singe 
“  Leben  is 
Denn,die  S 
Halb’  ’ 


nicht  in  trauer  Nummern — 
ein  leerer  Traum,” 
ist  todt  die  schlummert- 
lebehdig  ist  sie,  kaum. 


i  t  < 


eel  i 


Wirklick.  ernstlich,  ist  das  Leben. 

Und  das  Grab  ist  nicht  das  Maal ; 
Staub  du  bist,  zu  Staub  verwesen, 
War  nicht  ’sprochen  von  der  Seel. 


Nicht  Verknugen 
Ist  das  Schicksal,  _ 
A  her  kampfen,  Heut, 
Findt  uns  naher  zu 


Kunst  ist  tang,  die  Zeit  ist  fluchtig, 
Und  daz  Herz,  wokl,  stark  und  brav, 
Wie  die  murmelnd  Trommel,  dichtig, 
Trommelt  Mars  chen  liin  zum  Grab. 


Wo  der  Lebenskampf  wird  g’fochten— 

In  des  Lebens  Wacbt  und  Dampf, 

.  .  •  1  •  1  _ — - . 


Seid  nicht  wie  die  duramen  Oschsen— 
Seid  wie  Helden  in  dem  Kariipf. 


Warted  nicht  Gelegenheiten, 

Seid  nicht  zauberhaft  und  thor ; 
Vorwarts,  immer,  trau’t  uf  Ilente 
Herz  darin  und  Gott  empor. 


Helden  Leben  uns  erinnern, 
Unser  Lebens  Magliehkeit, 
Dan,  absterbend,  lassen  hinten 
Trappen  in  dem  .Sand  der  Zeit. 


Trappen,  die,  veleicht,  ein  antern, 
Schiffend  auf  dem  Lebens  Meer— 
Ein  verier  ner,  strandend  Wanderer, 
Siehend,  nehmet  Herz,  ung’fahr. 


Lasset  uns,  denn,  tbotig  leben, 

Herz  veil  Muth  fur  jeden  Fall ; 
Ernstlich  kampfen,  immer  streben, 
Denn  der  grosze  Lohn  kumm  t  bald. 

H.  L.  Fischer, 

York,  Pa.,  Dec.  17,  1890. 


For  the  Report. 

A  PSALM  OF  LIFE. 


Nur  ein  eitler  Traum  sei’s  Leben, 
Sag  mir  nicht  in  traurig  Lied, 
Tod  die  Seel  ist  ohne  streben, 

A  lies  nicht  wie  Mann  es  sieht. 


Wahr  und  ernstlich  ist  das  Leben ! 

Und  des  Grab  ist  nicht  sein  Ziel ; 
Staub  du  bist— Staub  wieder  geben 
Nicht  gesprochen  von  der  Seel. 


Nicht  Vergnugen,  und  nicht  Sorgen 
Jemand  vorgeordnet  ist ; 

Aber  wirken  das  du  morgen, 

W  citer  als  du  Heute  hist. 


Kunst  ist  lang,  und  Zeit  ist  fluclitig; 

Unsere  Herzen  zwar  nicht  schwach, 
Doch,  wie  Trommeln  klopfen,  wichtig, 
Leichen  Zug’  dem  Grabe  nach. 


pH 


IJ 


. 
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In  dem  Leben’s  grosse  Beiwacht 
Auf  dem  Schlachtfeld,  breit.  der  Welt 
Nicht  wie’s  brullend  rind  vieh.bei  Schlacht, 
In  dem  ampf  sie’n  braver  Held. 


Las  das  Tod  sich  selbst  vergr&ben ! 

Trau  der  lustig  Zukunft  nicht ! 
Las’t  unst  nutzen  was  wir  haben 
Gott  sei  unsere  Zuversicht ! 


Das  wir  kennen  uns  erhohen 
Aller  Grossen  Leben  lehrt ; 
Hinterlassen,  als  wir  gehen 
Werke  alle  Zeit  nicht  stort. 


Werke  die  vielleicht  ein  anderer, 
Strebend  durch  des  Leben’s  Fluth, 
Ein  verlorner,  hulllos  wanderer, 
Sieht,  nimmt  wieder  neuer  Muth.: 


Lasset  uns,  dann,  thun  und  rnachen 
Fur  das  kunftig  sein  bereit ; 
Immer  wirken,  ir 


Fur  die  zeit  un 
November  10, 1878 
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We  notice  with  pleasure  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a.  disposition  hitherto  unob¬ 
served®  to  recognize  other  forces  in  the 
upbuilding  of  our  National  character 
than  those  which  spring  from  Ply¬ 
mouth  Rock  and  Jamestown.  There 


seem  to  be  signs  of  a  breaking  away 
from  the  worship  of  the  New  England 
fetich  as  the  embodiment  of  all  that  is 


great  and  good  and  virtuous  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  this  country. 

The  New  York  Independent  lately- 


said  : 


\  “None  will,  none  wishes  to  deny  the 
glory  of  New  England  —  “distinctive 
America.”  Since  the  formation  of  the 
Old  Colony  Club  at  Plymouth  in  1769, 
anniversary  celebrations,  deluges  of 
oratory,  poetry  and  prose,  art  memor¬ 
ial  and  hardened  tradition  have  glori¬ 
fied  the  Pilgrims.  But  what  of  their 
hosts  ?  [The  Dutch  in  Holland.]  *  *  * 
What  of  the  land  which  fed  and  har¬ 
bored  the  Palatinate  Germans  who 
from  the  fury  of  Louis  XIY  fled  to 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
New  York  and  later  the  Protestant 
Salzburgers,  whom  Carlyle  eulogizes 
so  grandly,  who  settled  in  Georgia?” 
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A  COUNTY  HISTORICAL,  SOCIETY. 

We  read  of  Historical  Societies  here 
and  there.  We  have  them  all  about 
us.  The  latest  transactions  in  this  line 
are  those  of  the  Dauphin  County  His¬ 
torical  Society.  There  are  secret  or¬ 
ders  innumerable  and  organizations 
without  end.  The  Sons  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
lander  have  their  celebration  of  “fore¬ 
father’s  day”  wherever  two  or  three 


1  gather  together  in  the  name  of  the  Pil¬ 


grim  Fathers.  Every  conceivable  pur¬ 
pose  has  its  organization  and  on  every 
imaginable  community  of  interest  do 
men  unite,  except  for  the  perpetuation 
of  the  memories  of  our  Pennsylvania 
German  forefathers,  their  deeds  of 
heroism,  their  brave  exploits  and  noble 
achievements.  We  don’t  even  have 
so  much  as  a  county  historical  society. 
Just  a  few  days  ago  we  published  a 
fact  of  local  interest  that  some  one  in 
Jackson  township  had  for  sale  an  old 
German  Bible  printed  somewhere 
about  1760,  no  doufc^t  a  volume  brought 
by  some  early  settler  from  the  Palatin¬ 
ate.  We  have  entered  upon  a  new 
era.  Local  and  individual  facts  of  his¬ 
torical  interest  are  being  forgotten. 
The  old  landmarks  in  our  local  history 
are  being  swept  away.  The  traditions 
that  live  in  the  minds  of  our  fathers 
and  mothers  die  with  them.  Some¬ 
thing  should  be  done  and  done  at  once 
looking  toward  their  preservation. 
We  loudly  called  for  an  orginization  of 
the  sons  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans 
a  few  weeks  ago.  The  call  brought 
some  hearty  and  approving  individual 
responses.  Let  some  concerted  action 
be  taken.  Or,  if  the  time  is  not  ripe 
for  that,  let  there  be  at  least  a 
local  or  county  historical  society 
to  serve  local  needs.  We  call  for  a 
County  Historical  Society.  It  will  re¬ 
quire  a  little  work,  a  little  time,  a  little 
money,  a  little  sacrifice,  but  with  the 
exception  of  the  money  (which  they 
didn  t  have)  our  forefathers  expended 
all  these  freely,  yea,  their  very  lives 
for  our  present  enjoyment.  Let  us  do 
them  and  ourselves  this  slight  honor. 
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A  PREJUDICE  AND  ITS  PROBABLE 
REASONS. 


In  another  place  we  reprint  an  edi¬ 
torial  from  the  Lancaster  New  Era  in 
which  it  speaks  of  the  illiberal  and  wide¬ 
spread  prejudice  against  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Germans  among  the  uninformed. 
We  have  already  spoken  of  the  mis- 
presentation  and  injustice  which 
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they  have  received  at  the  hands  of 
historians..  Cheap  newspaper  scrib¬ 
blers  have  persistently  vilified  them  in 
the  Metropolitan  journals  and  carica¬ 
tured  our  people  by  portraying  some 
illiterate  specimen  of  rustic  simplicity 
and  superstition  as  a  typical  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Dutchman,  merely  because  he 
happened  to  speak  the  vernacular, 
though  he  no  no  more  justly  or  truth¬ 
fully  represents  the  class  of  Pennsyl- 
.!  vania  Germans  than  the  outlaw  and 
desperado  of  the  far  west  represents 
i  the  civilization  of  America.  But  with 
characteristic  reserve  and  lack  of  self- 
assertion  they  have  learned  to  submit 
to  the  jeers  and  jibes,  the  sneers  and 
ridicule  of  narrow-minded  and  unin¬ 
formed  men  until  some  of  our  people, 
more  sensitive  than  sensible,  moi’e  j 
weak  than  wise,  have  grown  ashamed 
of  their  German  origin,  and  in  their 
hearts  have  cursed  the  blundering 
fates  that  made  them  i  1  Pennsylvania 
Dutchmen.”  It  is  strange  but  true 
that  persecution  and  prejudice,  cruelty 
and  contumely,  prejudice  and  obloquy 
have  been  the  lot  of  our  Protestant 
forefathers  from  South  Germany  and 
Switzerland  extending  through  the 
smooth  and  “fair-famed  proprietary 
government,”  to  their  descendants, 
even  down  to  the  present  time. 

For  this  we  can  conceive  several) 
reasons  or  explanations.  In  the  first 
place  they  did  not  come  as  a  colony 
under  the  patronage  and  protection  of 
J a  foreign  power,  preserving  their 
allegiance  to  the  parent  government, 
f ,  and  remaining  subject  to  its  jurisdic- 
i\  tion,  but  they  came  as  individuals, 
i  under  circumstances  of  dire  extremity, 
oppression  and  destitution.  As  such 
they  would  not  command  that  fair  and 
just  treatment,  not  to  say  regard, 
which  would  be  freely  accorded  them 
as  an  organized  society  representing 
the  dignity  of  a  European  State.  They 
would  devoutly  thank  their  God  for 
deliverance  from  the  fire  brands  of 
Turenne,  from  the  “beastly  butcheries 
of  the  armies  of  King  Louis,  from  the 
inhuman  tortures  and  fiendish  cruelties 
'with  which  French  and  Spanish  fanati¬ 
cism  tried  to  convert  them  to  the  I 
creed  of  Rome,”  from  the  infection 
of  the  plague  breeding  immigrant1 
ships,  from  “the  perils  of  a  mightier 
than  the  Red  Sea  of  the  Children  of  j 


Israel,1 

daughters  to  the  tomahawk  rather  than 
to  the  mercies  of  the  dissolute  French 
soldiers,”  content  to  subdue  the  wild¬ 
erness,  “cleaving  to  that  which  is 
good,”  “minding  not  high  things”  and  ; 
“serving  the  Lord”  in  peace  and  after 
their  own  consciences,  without  everj 
taking  the  trouble  to  enforce  their  | 
rights  or  resent  their  wrongs. 

And  in  the  second  place  as  their  con¬ 
dition  improved  in  the  new  land  of  lib¬ 
erty,  as  they  grew  in  prosperity, 
wealth  and  intelligence,  as  their  beau¬ 
tiful  and  substantial  towns  and  cities 
sprang  up  and  they  came  in  social  and 
business  contact  with  their  English 
speaking  neighbors ;  as  their  industry, 
thrift  and  economy,  their  integrity, 
piety  and  intellectual  force  began 
to  impress  itself  upon  public 
thought  and  public  affairs, 
as  they  entered  the  higher 
walks  of  commercial,  political,  educa¬ 
tional  and  professional  life,  and  es¬ 
pecially  as  they  acquired  the  use  of 
the  English  language  their  most  con¬ 
spicuously  distinctive  national  charac¬ 
teristics  disappeared. 

With  their  change  of  language  from 
German  to  English  they  were  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  Dutchmen  but 
were  generously  admitted  to  the 
superior  (!)privileges  and  distinguished 
regard  of  English  speaking  society 
at  large  which  assumed  that 
intelligence,  wealth  and  the  higher 
virtues  could  not  belong  to  a  “Dutch¬ 
man”  because  no  good  could  come 
out  of  Nazareth.  As  if  a  difference  of 
speech  could  obliterate  the  deeper 
differences  of  race  and  of  character; 
as  if  a  Jew  ceased  to  be  a  Jew  when  he 
abandons  Hebrew.  Too  often,  says 
the  Hon.  George  F.  Baer,  in  an  inter¬ 
esting  address  on  this  subject,  the 
“Dutchman”  himself  was  willing  to 


disclaim  his  German  descent  and  to 
pass  for  one  of  English  extraction.  It 
were  amusing  if  it  were  not  also  some¬ 
what  pitiable  to  bear  individuals 
speak  contemptuously  of  the  Penn¬ 


sylvania  Dutch  whose  ovrn  names  dis¬ 
torted  as  they  are,  are  still  of  unmis¬ 
takable  German  sound,  whose  English 
has  the  most  provincial  flavor,  and 
whose  accent  the  moment  they  utter 
a  word  betrays  their  German  origin 
though  they  may  not  be  able  to  speak 


J’ 


A 


Byword  of  Germ^^^Thus  it  happens 
that  the  Germans  of  Pennsylvania 
|  continue  to  be  represented,  nay  we 
j  should  say  misrepresented  in  the  pub- 
J  only  by  the  less  progressive, 

the  less  cultivated  and  the  less  intel¬ 
ligent  of  their  people  who  persist  in 
clinging  to  the  vernacular. 
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In  another  place  to-day  we  print 
another  editorial  on  the  organization 
of  a  “Society  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
man  Settlers,”  this  time  from  the 
Bethlehem  Times.  Let  the  public  have 
a  clear  conception  of  what  is  proposed. 
German  societies,  “Turn  Vereinen,” 
“Saenger  Bun  den,”  “  Constatter  ” 


- - - — - — 

organizations  and  the  like,  consist¬ 
ing  mainly  of  native  born  Germans 
who  have  but  lately  migrated  to  Amer- 
|  ica,  and  who  have  contributed  com¬ 
paratively  nothing  to  her  national  de- 
[  velopment  and  resources,  are  numer¬ 
ous.  What  is  contemplated  is  the  or-  ; 
ganization  of  the  descendants  of  those 
grand  men  and  women  who  at  the 
time  of  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 


I  Nantes  braved  all  perils  of  life  and  ! 
t  death, 

“To  seek  amid  our  solemn  depths  of  wood  ! 
Freedom  from  man  and  holy  peace  with 

God,” 

I  who  after  many  reverses  and  sore ! 

;  trials  found  an  asylum  in  the  “baekj 
parts  of  Penn’s  province,”  and  whose  i 
i  industry,  thrift  and  economy,  whose 
i  piety,  Stirling  worth  and  rectitude  of; 
j  life  contributed  more  to  the  present 
status  of  Pennsylvania  than  any  other 
force,  and  whose  influence  extends  ' 
i:  throughout  the  whole  nation. 

THEY  FALL  IN  LINE. 


A  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 

Inspired,  and  perhaps  a  little  nettled, 
:by  the  fame  of  the  New  England 
Society,  whose  annual  gatherings  serve 
j  to  exalt  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  to  such  a 
I  lofty  pinnacle,  some  of  our  neighbor¬ 
ing  contemporaries  are  urging  the  for¬ 
mation  of  a  Pennsylvania  German 
Society  on  similar  lines.  It  was  the 
Lebanon  Report,  if  we  mistake 


The  Lancaster  Neiv  Era  and  other 
influential  journals  promptly  fell  in 
line.  And  it  is  now  with  a  great  deal 
of  enthusiasm  that  the  Times  lends  its 
heart  and  voice  to  the  cause.  The 
Pennsylvania  Germans  do  not  en]oy 
the  reputation  that  their  history  has 
merited.  Largely  because  of  their  own 
modesty  they  have  too  long  remained 
in  the  background.  The  Puritans  are 
being  continually  exalted  while  the 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  are  being  laughed 
at.  Instead  of  receiving  the  praise  and 
honor  they  deserve  they  are  often  ridi¬ 
culed,  sometimes  even  scorned.  This 
despite  the  fact  that  it  is  largely  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Germans’  thrift  and  in¬ 
dustry  that  the  Keystone  State  is  in 
importance  second  to  none  in  the 
Union;  despite  the  fact  that  the  intelli- 

f  slice  and  virtue  of  these  thousands  of 
ennsvlvanians  are  in  great  measure 
traceable  to  the  churches  and  school 
houses  that  the  early  German  settlers 
planted. 

Men  will  not  sing  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans’  praises  unless  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Germans  themselves  strike  the 
keynote  and  begin  the  strain.  It  was 
the  Puritans’ descendants — that  innum- 
j  erafole  army  that  trace  their  ancestry 
back  to  the  Mayflower— who  were  the 
architects  of  the  Puritan’s  fame.  It  is 
by  their  annual  assemblies  for  self- 
j  gratulation  and  mutual  admiration 
|  that  they  have  established  their  fore¬ 
fathers’  reputation  as  solidly  as  Ply- 
I  mouth  Rock.  In  the  meetings  of  the 
New  England  Society  they  pay  worthy 
tribute  to  the  noble  men  anil  women 
!  whose  heritage  they  are. 

The  Pennsylania  Germans  should 
|  seem  no  less  appreciative  of  their 
ancestry.  They  should  not  let  their 
modesty  make  them  appear  unduti- 
ful.  The  traits  of  the  early  German 
ittlers  were  no  less  noble  and  praise¬ 
worthy  than  those  of  their  Puritan 
prototypes.  There  ought,  by  all 
means,  to  be  a  Pennsylvania  German  1 
Society  to  celebrate  their  memory. — 
Bethlehem  Times.  _ 
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THE  PALATINATE  IMMIGRATION. 

At  the  time  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  by  that  royal  beast  j 
who  figures  in  history  under  the  title 
of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  a  strong  j 
stream  of  immigration  set  out  from  ! 
South  Germany  and  Switzerland  to  the 
new  world,  which  steadily  continued  | 


or : 


h 


■ 


w  irTtTie  direction  oFwinmsjHvama 
nearly  a  century  thereafter.  Their 
colony  here  was  indeed  the  parent 
stem  from  which  branched  out  nearly 
all  the  other  German  settlements  in  the 
land. 

Sparks,  the  W  ashington  biographer, 
tells  us  that  “Shenandoah  and  Rock- 
ingham  counties  in  Virginia  were  set¬ 
tled  by  Germans  from  Pennsylvania 
prior  to  1746.”  When  (General  Wash¬ 
ington  and  others  were  surveying 
lands  in  that  part  of  Virginia  in  April, 
1784,  this  same  writer  tells  us  they 
were  attended  by  companies  of  aston¬ 
ished  settlers,  who  persisted  in  speak¬ 
ing  a  strange  language.  “  They  would 
not  speak  English,”  says  he,“  but  when 
spoken  to  they  all  spoke  Dutch.”  Dr. 
Perry,  in  his  history  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  Pennsylvania  (p.  265)  gives 
the  statement  of  Governor  Thomas, 
who  was  then  Governor  of  the 
Province  in  writing  to  the  Bishop 
of  Exeter  in  1744  that  the 
Germans  of  Pennsylvania  were  al¬ 
ready  three-fifths  of  the  whole  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  State.” 

“The  Germans  of  Pennsylvania,” 
wrote  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  in  1789, 
“compose  nearly  one-third  part  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  State.”  The 
total  population  was  then  in  round 
numbers  some  435,000. 

In  December,  1709,  six  hundred  and 
fifty  Palatines  settled  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Neuse  and  Trent.  The  city  of  New 
Berne,  named  after  the  town  of  Berne, 
in  Switzerland,  stands  there  now! 
“Shenandoah  Valley  was  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  settled  by  Germans  from  Penn- 
sylvania  prior  to  1743.”  So  says  Howe 
' .  in  his  colonial  history  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina, 

In  Butler’s  history  of  Maryland  we 
learn  that  as  early  as  1710  and  1712 
German  emigrants  from  Pennsylvania 
came  to  Maryland  and  settled  in  the 
region  between  Monocacy  and  the 
mountains,  the  very  place  where  the 
historic  “Fredericktown”  now  stands 
made  famous  by  the  daring  deed  of 
the  brave  old  Barbara  Prietchie 
and  the  well  known  lines  of 
the  Quaker  poet.  Allowing  for 
poetical  embellishment  the  Barbara 
whom  every  American  school  boy 
knows  was  a  real  personage,  name  and 


all,  and  we  make  no  doubt  whatever, 
judging  from  the  name  and  other 
circumstances,  that  the  gray-haired 
old  heroine  was  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
stock.  This  settlement  soon  extended 
to  Glades,  Middletown  and  Hagers¬ 
town.  Walk  the  streets  of  any  of  these 
places  and  you  will  see  upon  the  busi¬ 
ness  signs  the  same  names  we  see 
between  the  Alleghenies  and  the  Dela¬ 
ware. 

Lineolnton  and  Stokes,  as  well  as 
Granville  county  were  settled  by 
Germans  from  the  Keystone  State.  And 
so  we  might  go  on  and  enumerate 
German  settlements  made  about  this 
time  in  the  states  of  New  Jersey 
Maine,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  not 
to  speak  of  the  more  recent  migrations 
to  the  various  states  and  territories  ef 
the  West.  The  eastern  counties  of 
Pennsylvania  have  indeed  been  a  veri¬ 
table  hive  from  which  year  after  year 
swarms  of  people  have  migrated  north, 
east,  west  and  South,  so  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  go  to  any  state  or  ter¬ 
ritory  in  the  Union  without  finding  a 
Pennsylvania  German  or  his  de¬ 
scendants. 


In  connection  with  the  above,  we 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  to  say 
that  a  year  or  two  ago  we  had  oc¬ 
casion  to  visit  the  city  of  Fred 
eriek,  and  no  sooner  had  we 
entered  the  hotel  where  we  stopped 
for  the  night  than  we  heard  a 

gentleman  inquiring:  “Where  is _ ?” 

mentioning  our  own  family  pat¬ 
ronymic.  Not  having  had  time  to 
register  we  were  a  trifle  curious  to 
know  how  the  name  was  discovered  so 
soon,  but  supposed  it  was  the  gentle¬ 
man  with  whom  we  had  an  engage¬ 
ment.  The  next  minute  we  discovered 
that  it  was  the  hotel  proprietor  asking 
for  his  clerk.  We  felt  no  little 
gratification  to  find  perhaps  a 
kinsman  among  the  great  men  of 
the  world,  the  jewel-bespangled  hotel 
clerk  fraternity. 


heard 


A  LYCOMING  DUTCHMAN 
FROM. 

i  The  Williamsport  Sun  takes  up  the 
Report’s  call  for  a  Society  of  the  De¬ 
scendants  of  the  Pennsylvania  German 
Settlers.  Among  other  things  it  says  : 

It  has  been  the  habit  of  certain  alleged 
humorous  newspaper  writers  and;  of, Dp™ 


j  tic  simplicity  and  superstition  as  a  typical 
I  Pennsylvania  Dutchman,  merely  because 
he  happened  to  speak  the  vernacular, 

|  though  he  no  more  justly  or  truthfully 
represents  the  class  of  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  than  the  outlaw  and  desperado  of 
the  far  west  represents  the  civilization  of 
America.” 

The  Report  says  that  some  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Germans,  more  sensitive  than  sen¬ 
sible,  have  grown  so  ashamed  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  ignorant  outsider  has 
spoken  of  his  race  that  they  have  cursed 
the  blundering  fates  that  made  them 
•‘Pennsylvania  Dutchmen,”  and  continues: 

“  It  is  strange  but  true  that  persecution 
and  prejudice,  cruelty  and  contumely,  in¬ 
justice  and  obloquy  have  been  the  lot  of 
our  Protestant  forefathers  from  South 
Germany  and  Switzerland  extending  , 
;  through  the  smooth  and  ‘  fair-famed  pro¬ 
prietary  government,’  to  their  descendants, 
even  down  to  the  present  time.” 

The  Pennsylvania  Germans  came  from 
the  fatherland  to  escape  the  persecution 
and  destitution  which  surrounded  them  . 
and  has  the  same  right  to  fair  andjkonest  I 
treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  American  i 
people  as  other  nationalities,  but  did  not 
receive  it  because  they  came  as  individuals 
and  not  as  organized  bodies  “representing  i 
the  dignity  of  a  European  state.”  The 
Report  continues  by  saying,  etc. 
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WHERE  SHALE  IT  BE  ' 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  j 
State  Librarian  Dr.  W.  H.  Egle,  in  | 
:  which  he  suggests  the  neighboring  | 
|  city  of  Lancaster  as  the  proper  place  I 
to  be  made  the  headquarters  of  the  j 
contemplated  Society  of  the  Descend-; 
ants  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Set-  j 
• !  tiers.  Place  is  to  us  a  secondary  mat- j 
•iter.  We  shall  continue  to  urge  and 
{advocate  the  project,  and  to  give  our 
enthusiastic  endorsement  and  support 
to  whatever  may  advance  the  organi-  j 
Jzation,  wherever  it  may  be  formed.  | 
iLet  there  be  no  idle  disputes  orj 
| unworthy  jealousies  on  this  point,  i 
Since  the  present  agitation  had 
jits  source  in  Lebanou,  since  Leba- ! 
non  is  a  truly  representative  Pennsyl- ! 
vania  Dutch  town  in  every  way  credit¬ 
able  to  the  object  that  is  proposed,  and 
since  our  people  possess  all  the  virtues, 
and  are  truly  among  the  very  . best  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  State,  we  would  modestly 
urge  the  the  claims  of  Lebanon  as  the  ! 
most  suitable  and  most  worthy,  J 
to  cradle  the  precious  infant  organ¬ 
ization,  to  watch  over  its  young  life 
and  destinies,  and  to  rear  and  educate 
it  by  the  inculcation  of  those  sturdy 
virtues  and  heroic  principles  peculiar 
to  a  typical  Pennsylvania  German 
character. 

If  this  cannot  be,  we  believe  we 
j  would  incline  to  the  views  of  the  Beth¬ 
lehem  Times  when  it  urges  the  initial 
meeting  at  least  to  be  called  for  Phila¬ 
delphia.  This  is  what  it  forcibly  says: 

As  New  York  is  the  pivotal  point  of 
the  Holland  Society  and  Boston  of  the 
New  England  Society,  Philadelphia 
should  naturally  take  precedence  in 
this  movement.  The  residents  of 
Quakerdom  are  not  all  Quakers.  A 
glance  at  the  pages  of  the  city  direc- 
;tory  will  convince  any  doubter  that 
there  are  thousands  of  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  names.  It  is  true  that  it  is  not  so  i 
thoroughly  a  Dutch  community  as  some 
remote  portions  of  “Barracks”  county  | 
where  the  English  language  is  un¬ 
known,  nor  would  the  vulgate  that  is 
in  such  great  vogue  in  some  quarters 
i  of  Allentown  pass  muster  in  the  par- 
■  lors  of  the  Drexels,  the  Rittenhouses 
and  the  Cadwalladers.  But  it  is  among 
the  intelligent  and  cultivated  Pennsyl- 1 
vaniaGermans,  those  who  have  read  and 
,  studied  and  achieved,  that  the  new  so¬ 
ciety  must  find  its  chief  support,  and  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  greatest  num- ' 
her  of  this  class  will  be"  found  in  the 
largest  city  in  the  State.  The  farmers  j 
that  till  the  soil  in  Berks  county  back-  j 


woods  or  the  butchers  that  glibly  ro 
off  Dutch  polysyllables  in  Lehigh 
county  highways  and  byways  will  not 
do  to  lead  this  movement. 

If  the  society  is  to  be  a  success  it 
must  embrace  in  its  membership  the 
most  distinguished  men  in  the  State 
!  that  can  lay  claim  to  Pennsylvania 
German  ancestry.  If  its  headquarters 
be  in  York  or  Lancaster  or  another 
inland  town  it  will  attract  but 
few  of  these.  Sentiment  in  the 
matter  may  as  well  be  dismissed 
and  this  cold  truth  appreciated. 
Let  us  have  a  Pennsylvania  German 
Society,  and  let,  at  least,  the  initial 
step  toward  its  formation  be  taken  in 
the  State’s  metropolis.  If  then  there 
shall  be  a  desire  to  transplant  it  to  the 
interior — and  Buch  we  do  not  believe 
will  be  the  majority’s  desire— one  of 
the  big  Pennsylvania  Dutch  towns  can 
be  selected  as  Dr.  Eglehas  proposed. 
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A  PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

Inspired,  and  perhaps  a  little  nettled,  by 
the  iame  of  the  New  England  Society,  whose 
annual  gatherings  serve  to  exalt  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  to  such  a  lofty  pinnacle,  some  of  our 
neighboring  contemporaries  are  urging  the 
formation  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society 
on  similar- lines.  It  was  the  Lebanon  Re¬ 
port,  if  we  mistake  not,  that  first  suggested 
the  plan.  The  Lancaster  New  Era  and 
other  influential  journals  promptly  fell  in 
line.  And  it  is  now  with  a  great  deal  of  en¬ 


thusiasm  that  the  Times  lends  its  heart  and 
voice  to  the  cause.  The  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  do  not  enjoy  the  reputation  that  their 
history  has  merited.  Largely  because  of 
their  own  modesty  they  have  too  long  re¬ 
mained  in  the  background.  The  Puri¬ 
tans  are  being  continually  exalted, 

while  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  are  bein<r 
“ - -  -  -  '  "  “■  — - -  —  _ 


laughed  at.  Instead  of  receiving  the  praise 
and  honor  they  deserve  they  are  often  ridi¬ 
culed,  sometimes  even  scorned.  This,  de¬ 
spite  the  fact  that  it  is  largely -to  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Germans’  thrift  and  industry  that 
the  Keystone  State  is  in  importance  second 
to  none  in  the  Union ;  despite  the  fact  that 
the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  these  thousands 
of  Pennsylvanians  are  in  great  measure 
traceable  to  the  churches  and  school  houses 
that  the  early  German  settlers  planted. 

Men  will  not  sing  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans’  praises  unless  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  themselves  strike  the  keynote  and  be¬ 
gin  the  strain.  It  was  the  Puritans’  descend¬ 
ants — that  innumerable  army  that  trace  then- 
ancestry  back  to  the  Mayflower — who  were 
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PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 
A  movement  lias  been  started  in  sev¬ 
eral  parts  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 


looking  to  the  formation  of  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society.  The  plan  sug¬ 
gested  contemplates  an  organization, 
something  like  that  of  the  New  England 
Society  in  New  York  and  the  Holland 
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the  architects  of  the  Puritan’s  fame.  It  is 
by  their  annual  assemblies  for  self-gratula-  I 
tion  and  mutual  admiration  that  they  have 
established  their  forefathers’  reputation  as 
solidly  as  Plymouth  Rock.  In  the  meetings 
of  the  New  England  Society  they  pay  worthy  !  • 
tribute  to  the  noble  men  and  women  whose  |. 
heritage  they  are. 

The  Pennsylvania  Germans  should  seem  1 
no  less  appreciative  of  their  ancestry.  They  . 
should  not  let  their  modesty  make  them  ap-  1 1 
pear  undutiful.  The  traits  of  the  early  Ger-  ! 
man  settlers  were  no  less  noble  and  praise-  ; 
worthy  than  those  of  their  Puritan  proto¬ 
types.  There  ought,  by  all  means,- to  be  a 
Pennsylvania  German  Society  to  celebrate 
their  memory.  1 


lociety.  The  New  Era  is  in  hearty  ac- 
orcl  with  such  a  Society,  and  believes  that 
with  proper  effort  such  a  society  can  not 
only  be  organized,  but  may  be  made  the 
instrument  of  much  permanent  good. 
Until  one  studies  out  the  mission  of  such 
a  Society,  he  can  form  no  adequate  idea 
of  the  wide  scope  and  influence  it  may 
be  made  to  include. 

In  recent  years  many  writers  have  taken 
the  field  in  an  attempt  to  place  the  Ger¬ 
man  immigration  of  the  last  century  into 
this  State  in  its  true  light ;  they  have 
endeavored  to  show  the  character  of  the 
men  who  came  from  the  Fatherland, 
bringing  with  them  the  best  industry, 
i  thrift,  morality  and  virtues  of  the  Old 
I  World.  These  writers  have  done  much 
to  dispel  the  ignorance  and  prejudice 
!  which  has  for  a  century  been  entertained 
j  against  this  sturdy,  self-denying  people.  • 
j  There  arc  few  things  they  have  not  been 
j  accused  of.  We  are  told  they  cared  little 
j  for  education,  while  the  fact  is  the  school 
house  and  the  church  always  went  up  side 
by  side.  They  have  been  charged  with 
lulce-warmness  towards  the  cause  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  during  the  Revolution.  The 
facts  are  that  no  people  were  sturdier 
or  more  prompt  in  rallying  in  defense  of 
their  imperilled  liberties.  They  have 
been  accused  of  being  an  ignorant  and 
uneducated  race.  The  now  historical 
press  at  Ephrata  and  the  still  earlier  one 
at  Germantown  give  the  lie  to  this  charge. 
They  led  in  the  abolition  movement  long- 
before  New  England  ever  dreamed  of 
such  a  thing.  The  protest  of  Pastorius 
and  his  colony  will  be  an  ever-living  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  devotion  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Germans  to  the  principles  of  hu¬ 
man  liberty  and  the  inalienable  rights  of 
men. 

Yet  how  little  of  all  this  is  known  to 
the  average  reader?  The  latter  can,  how¬ 
ever,  hardly  be  blamed  for  his  ignorance 
upon  the  subject  when  Bishops  and  other 
educated  men  who  have  lived  many  yoars 
among  these  people,  at  this  late  day  re¬ 
assert  all  these  things.  One  reason,  per¬ 
haps,  is,  because  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  are  modest  as  well  as  intelligent, 
courageous  and  enterprising.  They  have 
never  proclaimed  their  virtues  from  the 
house  tops  as  the  Puritans  and  the  Cava¬ 
liers  have  done.  They  have  been  content 
rather  to  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  then- 
ways,  little  caring-  what  others  might  say 
about  them. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons  let 
u-  have  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 
Let  us  assert  ourselves.  Let  us  show  to 
the  world  how  indelibly  our  ancestors 


p  I  iT  'IWlBi  1  '  ’•  .  , 

have  left  their  impress  on  this  nation 
from  ocean  to  ocean.  Pride  of  ancestry  : 

:  within  certain  limits  is  not  only  pardon-  I 
able  but  highly  laudable.  Such  a  Society  f 
would  encourage  this  spirit  and  tend  to 
set  before  the  world  in  their  true  light  a 
people  whose  energies,  virtues  and 
,  powers  have  not  yet  been  adequately 
j  told. 
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A  PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

i  The  project  of  founding  a  Pennsylva- 
1  nia  German|Soeiety  seems  to  be  meeting 
I  with  a  most  enthusiastic  reception  all 
I  over  the  State.  The  Philadelphia  In-  \ 

|  quiver,  the  Bethlehem  Times  and  the 
Lebanon  Report  have  all  published  strong- 
articles  in  advocacy  of  the  project.  We 
|  copy  to-day  an  earnest  and  enthusiastic 
article  from  the  Harrisburg  Telegraph 
from  the  pen  of  that  j  able  historian  and  j 
well-known  genealogist,  Dr.  W.  H.  Egle,  I 
in  advocacy  of  the  scheme.  With  all  this 
hearty  support  at  the  outset,  there  can  be 
no  question  what  the  verdict  of  the  press 
of  the  State  on  the  question  will  be. 

The  time  to  move  in  this  matter  seems 
to  have  come.  The  outlook  is  encourag¬ 
ing,  and  we  are  confident  the  result  will 
be  everything  tlie'.most  enthusiasticTenn- 
sylvauia  German  can  reasonably  expect. 
The  only  thing  now  required  is  that  the 
right  kind  of  men  shall  take  hold  of  the 
scheme.  These  should  be  representative 
men  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  The 
Inquirer  presents  a  list  of  prominent 
names  who  would  no  doubt  become  inter- 
ested  in  this  movement.  Equally  emi¬ 
nent  lists  could  be  compiled  rlu-  ughouf 
the  State  of  men  as  eminent  and  as  earn¬ 
est  in  the  cause  as  any  to  be  found  in 
Philadelphia.  Let  the  good  work  go  on. 
Lancaster  county  is  a  distinctly  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  district  and  can  be  relied 
on  to  take  an  active  interest  in  such  a 
Society.  She  should  be  among  the  first 
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to  help  along  the  movement,  and  she 
will  be.  Hex-  sister  counties,  Berks,  Leb¬ 
anon,  York  and  Dauphin,  will  also,  wc 
believe,  give  a  good  account  •  of  them¬ 
selves.  _  _ _ „  - 


The  Proposed  German  Historical  Society. 
Dr.  Egle  in  Harrisburg  Telegraph. 

A  German  Historical  Society,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  which  was  suggested  in 
Notes  and  Queries  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago,  is  agitating  the  Philadelphia 
newspapers  just  now,  approvingly, 
of  course,  provided  the  headquart- 
ers  are  in  the  Metropolitan  city. 
That  such  association  ’  should  be 
formed  is  beyond  controversy,  but  give 
.  us  a  home  in  one  of  the  centers  of  early 
German  settlement— say  at  Reading  or 
:■  Lancaster.  Let  the  society,  however,  be 
first  organized  and  then  there  will  be  no 
£  difficulty  in  securing  quarters.  Either 
Lancaster,  Reading,  Lebanon,  York  or 
Allentowui  will  not  allow  such  an  as¬ 
sociation  long  to  want  a  home.  Y  e 
have  great  faith  in  the  energy,  thrift 
and  possibilities  of  the  descendants  ot 


the  German-8wiss  settlers  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  move  slow,  but  that  move¬ 
ment  is  steady  and  effective.  Tes,leta 
call  be  sent  out  to  such  whose  interest 
therein  will  impel  them  to  take  part  and 
make  a  German  Society,  an  active  body 
of  men  and  women.  That  element  in 
Pennsylvania,  more  than  any  other,  has 
made  our  State  what  she  is— second  to 
none  in  the  Union. 


that  gku wax  historical  society. 

The  Yew  Era  cheerfully  recognizes 
the  good  service  which  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  has  been  doing  towards  creating 
public  sentiment  in  the  direction  of  or¬ 
ganizing  a  German  Historical  Society  in 
this  State.  It  has  ably  Urged  this  matter 


through  its  columns  in  several  interest¬ 


ing  articles,  the  last  of  which  appeared 
K  iu  its  yesterday’s  issue.  In  that  article 
Si  it  endeavors  to  controvert  the  position 
assumed  by  State  Librarian  Egle,  who 
has  been  warmly  advocating  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  such  a  society,  and  its  location 
in  some  such  Pennsylvania  German 
center  as  Lancaster,  Reading  or  Allen¬ 
town. 

It  is  very  natural  for  the  Inquirer  to 
M  contend  that  Philadelphia  should  be  the 
U  headquarters  of  such  a  society  in  case  it 
'  is  organized,  but  we  do  not  think  the 
claims  it  puts  forth  in  support  of  its  posi 


tion  are  so  well  grounded  as  it  believes. 


True,  as  it  says,  Pastorious  founded  the 
first  distinctly  German  settlement  at  Ger¬ 
mantown,  which  may  be  claimed  as  the 
parent  of  all  the  others.  But  it  forgets 
that  the  parent  colony  was  quickly  out¬ 
numbered  a  thousand  fold  by  the  vag 


tide  off  German  i  immigration  which 
speedily  ovtkran  the  valleys  ofithe  Schuyl¬ 
kill,  Conestc%a,  Lehigh  and  jthe  Cod  or  us 
and  from  the  nee  covered  the  entire  State. 
It  aiso  forgets  that  the  Germantown 
colony  long  sidpe  lost  its  distinctly  Ger¬ 
man  character,!  and  that  this:  is  now 
entirely  obliterated,  while  throughout  the 
counties  of  Befks,  Lancaster,  Lehigh, 
T  ork,  Lebanon  and  other  adjacent  ones 
the  German  element  of  the  population  is 
preponderating 'and  has  for  150  years 
been  the  controlling  one. 

These  counties  are  to-day  the  seat  of 
the  existing  Pennsylvania  German  popu¬ 
lation  and  influence.  German  is  largely 
spoken  by  the  people.  They  vie  in  in¬ 
telligence  and  influence  with  any  other 
portion  of  the  Commonwealth.  They 
outnumber  the  German  element  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  in  the  ratio  of 
perhaps  five  to  one.  Surely,  the  Inquirer 
will  admit  these  are  strong  claims  for 
domiciling’  a  Pennsylvania  German 
Society  somewhere  in  the  midst  of  this  I 
largely  German  population. 

While  we  cheerfully  admit  that  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  has  also  advantages 
that  deserve  to  be  considered,  we  cannot 
overlook  the  fact  that  she  has  already 
drawn  to  herself  much  that  might 
very  properly  have  gone  elsewhere.  She 
has  the  State  Historical  Society,  which, 
by  the  way,  seems  to  be  a  pretty  close 
city  corporation,  instead  of  what  its  name 
implies.  The  fact  that  she  has  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania  does  not  argue, 
as  the  Inquirer  seems  to  think,  that  she 
has  all  that  is  eminent  in  medicine,  law, 
science,  business  and  the  other  callings 
of  every  day  life.  Neither  does  it  follow 
that  because  some  of  these  people  are 
members  of  the  Society  ofthe  Cincinnati, 
Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  Penn  Club 
that  these  men  only  are  capable  of  man¬ 
aging  an  organization  like  the  one  now 
under  consideration.  The  people  of 
Pennsylvania  will  hardly  admit  that  only 
Philadelphians  ‘‘have  the  experience 
which  is  necessary  to  make  such  a  so¬ 
ciety  a  success,”  or  that  only  Phil  a. 
delpnians are  '.able  to  “make  some  im¬ 
pression  on  the  thought  of  the  day.” 
For  the  Inquirer  to  say  “that  if  the  so¬ 
ciety  goes  to  an  interior  town  it  will  be 
little  more  than  a  Red  Men  or  building 
association  organization,  in  which  no 
public  anywhere  or  anybody  except  the 
persons  immediately  concerned  will  ever 
take  any  interest,”  is  as  ungenerous  as  it 
is  unjust 

W e  are  not  unmindful  of  Philadelphia’s 
distinguished  citizens  of  German  origin. 
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It  is  with  cheerfulness  and  with  gratitude 
|  that  we  acknowledge  the  labors  of  Penny- 
'  packer,  Seidensticker  and  others,  but 
we  believe  strong  arguments  can  be  ad¬ 
vanced  for  other  localities  also,  on  the 
high  ground  of  fitness  and  culture.  Lan¬ 
caster  is  modest.  She  does  not  arro¬ 
gate  to  herself  all  the  learning, 
culture  and  wealth  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  but  she  believes  she  is 
the  centre  of  what  is  properly  speaking 
the  Pennsylvania  German  portion  of  the 
State.  She  alludes  with  pride  to  the  fact 
that  she  is  the  home  of  Franklin  and 
j  Marshall  College,  the  only  literary  institu¬ 
tion  in  ths  State  professedly  founded  for 
,  the  better  education  of  this  people,  and  in 
I  which  German  philosophy  has  always 
been  set  forth  con  amove  and  ex  animo, 
aud  it  is  in  this  region  that  the  early  re¬ 
ligious  denomination,  the  Pennsylvania 
j  Pilgrims,  are  still  most  completely  repre- 
I  sented  both  in  language  and  customs  and 
manner  of  living. 
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*  or  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 

The  suggestion  of  a  Pennsylvania  German 
Society  has  been  received  with  something 
like  enthusiasm  by  such  papers  as  the  Lan¬ 
caster  New  Era,  Bethlehem  Times  and 
Lebanon  Report.  The  material  for  such  a 
society  is  abundant.  The  privilege  of  mem¬ 
bership  would  be  enjoyed  by  some  of  the 
following  gentlemen,  representative  of  the 
Pennsylvania  German  stock  and  also  of 
conspicuous  achievement  in  many  walks  of 
life  : 

The  Postmaster-General  ‘  of  the  United 
States;  General  E.  Burd  Grubb,  United 
States  Minister  to  Spain;  United  States 
Senator  J.  Donald  Cameron;  ex-Gover- 
uor  James  A.  Beaver;  General  John 
Rutter  Brooke,  of  the  United  States 
Army  ;  Generals  R.  P.  Dechert  and  John 
P.  S.  Gobin,  of  the  National  Guard;  Con¬ 
gressmen  Brunner,  Mutchler,  Bro- 
srus,  Harmer,  Shonk,  Rife,  Beltz- 
hoover,  Huff  and  Kribbs,  State  Libra¬ 
rian,  Dr.  W.  H.  Egle  ;  Colonel  H.  S. 
Huxdekoper,  formerly  Postmaster  of 
Philadelphia;  ex-Mayor  Samuel  G.  King 
and  Mayor  Eitler,  State  Treasurer 
Boyer,  Generals  Isaac  J.  Wistar  and 
J.  W.  Hofmann,  Professors  Joseph 
Leidy,  James  Tyson  and  Eyster  Ja¬ 
cobs,  Colonel  Linn  Hartranft,  Major 
Grant  Weidman,  A.  Haller  Gross, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Peter  Dirck  Keyser  and'Dr.’ 
Ruschenberger. 

The  long  line  of  Pennsylvania  German 
Governors,  or  candidates  for  Governor,  F. 
A.  Muhlenberg,  Simon  Snyder, 
Joseph  Hiester,  J.  Andrew  Siiulze, 


George.  Wolf,  Joseph  TIitner,  Henry 
A  Muhi.enp.erg,  Francis  R.  Siiunk, 
William  Diolkr,  I-Iiester  Clymer, 
and  John  F.  HartranTT  have  left  lineal 
representatives  who  should,  of  course,  be 
found  in  snob  a  society,  Mnjor  Joseph  G. 
Rosen  garten  in  his  book,  “The  Ger- 


man  Soldier  in  the  Wars  of  the  United 
States,”  refers  to  many  of  the  Pennsylvania 
German  officers  who  were  conspicuous  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war,  the  Revolution, 
the  war  of  1812,  the  Mexican  war  and  the 
Rebellion,  aud  whose  descendants  should 
swell  the  numbers  of  the  suggested  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society.  The  names  of  Pas- 
torius,  Rietenhouse,  Sower,  and  of 
Cunard,  the  founder  of  the  Cunard  line  of 
steamships,  would  be  found  upon  the  roll.  A 
long  list  of  names  could  be  compiled,  every 
one  of  which  would  stand  for  some  accom¬ 
plishment  in  science,  theology,  art,  letters, 
philanthropy,  war  or  politics,  and  if  formed 
upon  some  such  basis  the  society  would  no 
doubt  serve  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  been 
suggested. 

The  indorsement  of  the  plan  has  been  so 
cordial  that  the  qext  step  would  seem  to  be 
I  the  conference  in  some  convenient  place  like 
Philadelphia,  ot  the  persons  we  have  named 
and  others  representing  the  individuals  who 
j  were  among  the  founders  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
formation  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 

Dr.  Egle  and  the  Pennsylvania  Ger. 

’Svt‘fuiV4l  man  Society.  tv 

State  Librarian  Egle  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society  should 
be  organized  by  all  means,  but  that  its  home 
should  be  in  one  of  the  centres  of  early  Ger¬ 
man  settlement— say  at  Reading  or  Lan¬ 
caster.  This  view  is  indorsed  by  the  Read¬ 
ing  Times,  which  suggests  Lebanon,  York 
or  Allentown  besides  Lancaster  and  Read¬ 
ing  as  proper  places  for  the  headauarters  of 
the  society.  The  Times  suggests  that  the 
Philadelphia  papers  indorse  the  movement, 
with  the  provision  that  the  headquarters 
|  should  be  in  the  metropolis  of  the  State. 

On  further  reflection  Dr.  Egle  will  no 
doubt  be  the  first  to  admit  that  the  argu¬ 
ment  which  he  advances  for  establishing  a 
.Pennsylvania  German  Society  in  Reading 
or  Lancaster  is  really  an  argument  tor  mak¬ 
ing  Philadelphia  the  headquarters.  The 
earliest  and  most  famous  German  settlement 
made  in  Pennsylvania  was  at  Germantown, 
now  a  ward  ot  the  city  ot  Philadelphia. 
•From  there  issued  the  first  public  protest 
against  slavery  ever  made  in  America,  a  doc¬ 
ument  of  which  the  Pennsylvania  Germans 
are  with  good  reason  well  satisfied.  It  senti¬ 
ment  and  history  are  to  govern  the  selection 
the  permanent  establishment  of  the  so- 


y  the  proper  place  fs  undoubtedly  PhilaTj 

jlphia,  which  was  the  parent  ot  all  the 
other  German  settlements. 

The  choice,  however,  should  be  made  for 
practical  reasons.  It  is  a  question  whether 
Mahomet  shall  go  to  the  mountain  or  the  | 
mountain  to  Mahomet.  The  bulk  ot  a 
possible  membership  of  such  a  society  as 
would  serve  the  purpose, for  which  it  has  j 
been  suggested  is  made  up  of  the  college 
professors,  the  distinguished  physicians,  j 
lawyers,  scientists,  business  men,  soldiers 
and  members  of  the  judiciary  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  They  are  already  members  of  other 
well-known  societies  and  clubs,  the  Cincin¬ 
nati,  the  Sons  of  the  He  volution,  the  Penn 
Club,  and  they  haye  the  experience  which 
is  necessary  to  make  such  a  society  a  suc¬ 
cess.  To  do  that  it  takes  both  experience 
and  money,  and  it  is  easily  determined 
whether  these  are  to  be  found  in  greater 
quantities  in  Philadelphia  or  in  an  in¬ 
terior  town  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  in¬ 
habitants.  If  the  society  is  going  to  be 
simply  a  mass  meeting  any  one  of  the  in¬ 
terior  towns  named  is  welcome  to  it.  If  it 
is  intended  that  it  shall  make  some  im¬ 
pression  upon  the  thought  of  the  day  and 
convey  it  to  future  generations,  the  first  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  incidental  dinners  of  the  Holland 
Society  of  New  York  and  the  New  England 
Societies,  then  circumstances  compel  that 
the  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be  held  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  simply  a  question  of 
advantage  to  the  society.  Philadelphia  as 
a  city  has  no  possible  interest  in  the  matter 
and  it  is  prettv  safe  to  predict  that  if  the 
society  goes  to  an  interior  town  it  will  be 
little  more  than  a  Red  Men  or  building 
association  organization  in  which  no  public 
anywhere  or  anybody  except  the  persons 
immediately  concerned  will  ever  take  any 
interest. 

A  German  Historical  Society. 

A  German  Historical  Society,  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  which  was  suggested  in 
Notes  and  Queries  ten  or  twelve  years  ago, 
is  agitating  the  Philadelphia  newspapers 
just  now,  approvingly,  of  course,  provided 
the  headquarters  are  in  the  metropolitan 
city.  That  such  an  association  should  be 
formed  is  beyond  controversy — says  Dr. 
Egle,  the  State  historian — but,  he  adds, 
“give  us  a  home  in  one  of  the  centers  of 
early  German  settlement — say  at  Reading 
or  Lancaster.  Let  the  society,  however, 
be  first  organized,  and  then  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  securing  quarters.  Either 
Lancaster,  Reading,  Lebanon,  York  or 
Allentown  will  not  allow  such  an  associa¬ 
tion  long  to  want  a  ho’ae.  We 
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have  great  faith  in  the  energy,  thrift 
and  possibilities  of  the  descendants  of 
the  German-Swiss  sittlers  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  They  move  a  jw,  but  that  move¬ 
ment  is  steady  and  ffective.  Yes,  let  a 
call  be  sent  out  to  such  whose  interest 
therein  will  impel  theln  to  take  part  and 
make  a  German  Society,  an  active  body  of 
men  and  women.  That  element  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  more  than  any  other,  has  made  j 
our  State  what  she  is — second  to  none  in  j 
the  Union.”  , 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  the  sugges-! 
tion  for  the  organization  of  the  above  So- 
ciety  is  being  received  with  something  like  | 
enthusiasm  by  such  papers  as  the  Lancas¬ 
ter  New  Era,  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer, 
the  Philadelphia  Press,  the  Bethlehem 
Times ,  the  Lebanon  Report ,  the  Williams¬ 
port  Sun,  and  a  number  of  other  papers. 
Let  the  ball  be  put  in  motion. - 


A  PENNSYLVANIA  OERjUAN  SOCIETY. 

[Our  friend,  Frank  R.  Diffenderffer,of  the 
Lancaster  New  Era,  struck  the  right  note 
when  he  penned  the  following.  Notes  and 
Queries  will  second  any  effort  made  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  records  of  the  early  settlement  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  we  say  with  him,  “Let  us 
have  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society.”] 

A  movement  has  been  started  In  several 
parts  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  lookiogto  the 
formation  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 
The  plan  suggested  contemplates  au  organi- 
zation  something  like  that  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  Society  in  New  York  and  the  Holland 
Society.  The  New  Era  is  in  hearty  accord 
with  such  a  society,  and  believes  that  with 
proper-effort  such  a  society  cannot  only  be  j 
organized,  but  may  be  made  the  instrument  j 
of  much  permanent  good.  Until  one  studies  j 
out  the  mission  of  such  a  society,  he  can  \ 
form  no  adequate  idea  ot  the  wide  scope  and  j 
influence  it  may  be  made  to  include. 

In  recent  years  many  wiiters  have  taken  1 
the  field  in  an  attempt  to  place  the  German  j 
immigration  of  the  last  century  into  this 
State  in  its  true  light;  they  have  endeavored 
to  show  the  character  of  the  men  who  came  j 
from  the  Fatherland,  bringing  with  them 
the  best  industry,  thrift,  morality  and  vir¬ 
tues  of  the  Old  World.  We  are  told  that 
they  cared  little  for  education,  while  tho  f act 
is  the  school  house  and  the  church  always 
went  up  side  by  side.  They  have  been  charged 
with  lukewarmness  towards  the  cause  of  in¬ 
dependence  daring  the  Revolution.  The 
facts  are  that  no  people  were  sturdier  or 
more  prompt  in  rallying  in  defense  of  their 
imperiled  liberties.  They  have  been  accused 
of  being  au  ignorant  and  uneducated  race. 
The  now  historical  press  at  Ephrata  and  the 
still  earlier  one  at  Cfermantown  give  the  lie 
to  this  charge.  iThav  led  in  the  abolition 
mo  vement  long  jbefdre  New  England  ever 
dreamed  of  such  a  thing  The  protest  of 
Pastorins  and  his  colony  will  be  an  ever-liv- 


ing  evidence  of  the  devotion  of  the  PenHiylT 
ania  Germans  to  the  principles  of  human, 
liberty  and  the  inalienable  rights  of  men. 

Let  ns  have  a  Pennsylvania  German  So¬ 
ciety.  Let  us  assert  ourselves.  Let  us  show 
to  the  world  how  indelibly  onr  ancestors 
have  left  their  impress  on  this  nation  from 
ocean  to  ocean.  Pride  of  ancestry  within 
certain  limits  is  not  only  pardonable,  but 
highly  laudable.  Such  a  society  would  en¬ 
courage  this  spirit  and  tend  to  set  before  the 
world  in  their  true  light  a  people  whose  en¬ 
ergies,  virtues  and  powers  have  not  yet  been 
adequately  told.  J 


PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN  SOCIETY  AP¬ 
PROVED  BY  LOCAL  HISTORIANS. 


DAUPHIN’S  HISTORIANS. 

Regular  Meeting  of  the  Society— Penns?!- 
nla  German  Society  Endorsed. 

At  a  tegnlar  meeting  of  the  Dauphin 
County  Historical  Society,  held  last  night, 
the  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Eby,  was  adopted :  ( j  ft. ,  J  j  j 
Whereas,  It  has  been  suggested,  and  a 
movement  is  now  being  made,  for  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society  in 
our  State,  whose  objects  are  the  preservation 
of  the  records  of  early  German  and  Swiss 
settlement— to  revive  the  memories  of  those 
who  were  oftinces  in  peril  by  the  scalping 
femfe  and  tomahawk  of  the  red  savage  of  the 
forest,  as  well  as  in  peril  by  the  tyrannical 
Government  of  Great  Britaiu-and  to  show 
to  mankind  the  impress  the  race  has  made 
upon  the  institutions  of  the  greatest  of  the 
Commonwealths  of  the  Federal  Union; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Dauphin  County  His¬ 
torical  Society  hereby  expresses  its  hearty 
approval  of  the  organization  of  an  associa- 
n°?  bavin g  such  laudable  motives  io  view, 
aoa  bid  it  God  speed. 

Interesting  biographical  sketches  of  earlv 
residents  of  Middletovn  were  read  by  Mr" 
Parthemore.  J 

Standing  committees  for  the  vear  were  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  president,  as  fo'llows; 

J  T p-  K'u“- M ■ c- 

-sssa'Sefir  F'*"is  *— 

Biography- E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  B.  M 
Nead  and  Dr.  C.  B.  Fager. 

R™MbhCata°?r£;  Boyte<1  Ham‘lton,  G.  W. 
Buehler  and  E,  W.  S.  Parthemore. 


DAIM  Report. 


published  every  bay 

“  DUTCH”  OR  GERMAN' 

The  other  day  we  reprinted  an  edi¬ 
torial  from  the  Mauch  Chunk  Democrat 
on  that  phase  of  the  organization  of  a 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  Society,  which 
pertains  to  the  name.  Editor  Rauch, 
who  is  personally  known  by  many  of 


our  people,  and  still  more  widely  as  the^ 
author  of  the  far-famed  Pit  Schweffel- 
!  Brenner  letters,  speaks  strongly  for  the  j 
■  retention  of  the  word  Dutch  rather  I 
I  than  German.  When  he  draws* the 
,!  distinction  that  he  does  between  the 
j  German  language  and  the  Dutch  dialect  I 
I  I  we  do  not  altogether  agree  with  him 
We  do  not  think  there  is  as  much 
|  difference  as  to  justify  speaking  of  it 
as  a  distinct  language.  Pennsylvania  | 

I  Dutch  is  not  the  language  of  German  i 
literature,  to  be  sure;  it  is  not  the  * 

>  language  of  Goethe  or  of  Hegel;  it  is, 

I  at  best,  only  a  spoken  lauguage.  But 
who  that  speaks  the  English  language  ! 
speaks  likeAddison,McCaulay  orShaks- 
f  peare  ?  Pennsylvania  Dutch,  it  must 
,  be  admitted  is  to-day  more  like  the 
the  German  of  Luther  than  the  Eng¬ 
lish  of  to-day  is  like  the  English  of 
Chaucer.  It  is  the  normal  colloquial 
German— the  ordinary  conversational 
speech  of  the  German  people  with  the 
corners  rubbed  off,  and  the  Dutchman 
£'■  w5l°  t£dks  Dutch  but  says  he  cannot 
^  understand  German,  we  fear  under¬ 
stands  very  little  of  anything.  There 
is  not  that  difference  between  the  two.  ! 
The  rounded  pebble  at  tlie  bottom  of  a 
brook  is  no  less  a  stone  for  being  worn 
H  f3,uooth  and  round  ;  the  frosts ; 

■  of  autumn  strip  a  tree  of  its 
foliage,  but  it  still  remains  a  tree,  and  , ! 

,  |  the  trunk  and  the  branches  of  the 

(German  language  are  found  to-day  in 
our  Pennsylvania  Dutch.  It  is  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  south  German  dialects 
brought  from  the  region  of  the  Upper  j 
Rhine,  including  Switzerland,  with  a ! 
considerable  infusion  of  English  words  j 
,  it  is  true,  but  there  are  hundreds  of 
purely  English,  as  well  as  other  for- 
cign  words  to  be  found  in  the  German 
:  dictionary.  But  there  is  a  prejudice 
against  the  word  Dutch  in  the  minds 
of  some  of  our  most  sensitive  people 
for  which,  as  the  Mauch  Chunk  Remo-  [ 

I  era'  has  truly  said,  there  is  no  good  j 
ground.  The  objectors  say:  “You 
don’t  mean  Dutch ;  you  mean 
German.  The  Dutch  are  from 
Holland ;  our  forefathers  came 
from  Germany.”  This  is  true,  but 

IH  there  are  several  things  to  be  said  on 
this  point.  First  the  word  has  come  to 
be  largely  adopted  by  our  people  just 
as  titles  of  derision  have  been  applied 

to  political _ parties,  and  even 

:  ■ 


Vslphia,  whic) 

other  TX:  S _ 

TilTgious  denominations,  which  they 
were  at  first  forced  to  endure,  then  by 
way  of  convenience  themselves  gradu¬ 
ally  learned  to  use,  and  finally,  all  un¬ 
mindful  of  their  petty  detamers, 
proudly  embraced  as  their  highest  and 
dearest  title  of  glory  and  honor. 

And,  secondly,  the  word  Dutch  has 
gradually  broadened  in  meaning,  or 
has,  at  least,  acquired  a  new  sense  that 
somewhat  released  it  from  its  territor¬ 
ial  restrictions,  and,  in  great  measure, 
stripped  it  of  its  character  as  an  epi¬ 
thet  of  reproach;  that  from  the  mere 
designation  of  a  Teutonic  species  it  has 
come  to  have  a  generic  signification 
wide  as  the  modern  sense  of  the  word 

Teutonic  itself. 

Popular  speech  likewise  has  decreed 
a  wider  use  for  the  word  than  the 
mere  accident  of  a  boundary  line  would 
sanction  What  could  be  more  natural 
SXWoo«.  of  linguistic  evolution 
and  growth  than  that  “  Dutch  ’’  should 
acquire  an  import  co-equal  with 
Deutsch?  In  fact,  that  is  precisely  what 
ibis-  “Dutch”  is  Deutsch.  Whatever, 
therefore,  is  of  modern  Teutonic  origin 
is  in  this  broad,  generic  and  compre¬ 
hensive  sense  Dutch  or  Deutsch  , 
whether  it  be  low  Dutch  from  the 
Hague  or  high  Dutch  from  the 
Rhine, whether  it  be  Amsterdam  Dutch 
or  Potsdam  Dutch,  or  any  other 
-Dutch !  _  - 
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Dr.  Egle  and  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans. 

The  Bethlehem  Times  has  some  pertinent 
remarks  bearing  upon  the  selection  of  a 
headquarters  for  the  Pennsylvania  German 

Society,  which  it  is  assumed  on  all  sides 
will  shortly  be  organized.  The  Times  says  : 

It  seems  to  be  a  pretty  well  established  fact,  j 
judging  from  the  enthusiasm  thus  far  ex¬ 
pressed,  that  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society  i 
will  be  organized  before  many  months  are  t 
-■■one.  Ur.  Egle,  the  State  Librarian,  is  in 
favor  ot  the  organization,  but  he  thinks  Its 
centre  should  he  at  some  distinctively  Penn- 
sVlvania  German  town,  such  as  \ork,  Reading 
or  Allentown,  not  in  Philadelphia.  Where¬ 
upon  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  picks  up 
thPe  gauntlet  and  argues  that  the  Quaker  City 
is  pre-eminently  the  locality  where  the  Penn-  , 
sylvania  Germans’ patriotism  should  be  con¬ 
centrated  and  crystallized.  We  believe  that 
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.will  soon  I 
.he  pivotal  | 
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cultivated 
„  have  fead 
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Dr.  Egle  has  made  a  in: 
acknowledge  it.  As  New 
point  of  tile  Holland  Soci 
New  England  Society,  Ph 
naturally  take  precedence  i 
It  is  among  the  intelligeu 
Pennsylvania  Germans;  those 
and  studied  and  achieved,  that  t™  »-» 
must  find  its  chief  supporf,  and  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  greatest  nutnber  of  this  class 
will  be  found  in  the  largest  city  in  tho  State. 

If  the  society  is  to  he  a  success  itmust  em¬ 
brace  in  Its  membership  the  mostdislinguished 
men  in  the  State  that  can  lay  claim  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  ancestry.  If  its/headquar 
levs  be  at  York  or  Lancaster  or  another  inland 
town  it  will  attract  but  few  of  theso.  Senti¬ 
ment  in  the  matter  may  as  well  be  dlsmissed 
and  tli  is  cold  truth  appreciated.  Let  us  have 
a  Pennsylvania  German  Society,  and  let,  at 
least,  the  initial  steps  toward  its  formlatio^be 
taken  in  the  State’s  metropolis.  If  then  there 
shall  be  a  desire  to  transplant  it  to  the  Interior 
J?and  such  wo  do  not  believe  will  be  the  major- 
itv’s  desire-one  of  the  big  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
towns  can  be  selected  as  Dr.  Egle  has  pro¬ 
posed. 

The  Times  gets  right  down  to  the  kernel 
ot  truth  when  it  says  it  the  society  is  to  be 
a  success  it  must  embrace  iu  its  membership 
the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  State 
that  can  lay  claim  to  Pennsylvania  German 
ancestrv.  Such  a  society  must  be  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  past.  Its  roots  must  run 
back  to  Pastokius  and  tne  Op-den 
Graeffs  ot  Germantown,  and  any  other 
view  of  it  is  a  short-sighted  one  which  if 
acted  upon  will  forever  prevent  the  society 
from  exercising  the  corrective  influence 
which  there  is  an  opportunity  for  it  to  have. 

We  gre  informed  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  of  the  interior  of  the  State  are 
jealous  of  Philadelphia  and  would  oppose 
the  establishment  of  the  society  in  this  city. 

If  this  be  true,  and  we  can  conceive  of  no 
motive  for  jealousy  unless  there  are  a  few 
o-entlemen  from  the  interior  who  fear  that 
their  own  individualities  will  be  lost  sight 
of  it  the  society  goes  to  Philadelphia,  the 
society  will  he  made  stronger  by  their 
absence  than  by  their  presence.  They  fail 
utterly  to  comprehend  the  proper  purpose  of 
such  a  society,  which  is  not  the  self  glonfica- 
!  tion  of  its  living  members,  but  to-  call  due 
attention  the  forgotten  achievements  of  tne: 

|  past  in  founding  a  colony,  in  establishing’ 

I  religious  and  civil  liberty  and  in  the  pro- , 
i  motion  of  the  arts,  trades  and  science. 

■  ur,  Egle,  we  believe,  wishes  to  shunt 
I  the  movement  off  to  the  formation  of  a  Ger- 
!  man  Swiss  society.  Much  as  we  respect  the 
1  learned  State  Librarian,  we  must  submit 
that  a  German-Swiss  Society  has  about  the 
same  relation  to  the  movement  now  being 
discussed  by  the  State  newspapers  as  a 
Schwenkfelder,  a  Mennonite,  a  Brabant  or 
a  Crefeldt  society  would  have.  It  is  inti¬ 
mated  that  the  interior  Germans  fear  that 
the  society  would  become  a  tender  to  the 
German  Soqiety  of  Philadelphia.  The  lat- 
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I  and  anizatio“r  13  ^u^witii  i U  charities 
and  its  purposes  and  its  qualifications  for 
!  membership  are  entirely  different  from  those 
of  a  Pennsylvania  German  society.  It  is 
further  objected  that  the  citizens  of  the  in 
tenor  of  German  descent  are  disposed  to 
fight  shy  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Penn 

sy Ivania  The  same  persons  no  doubt  con 

suit  witch,  doctors  and  go  to  old  women  t0 
have  wild  hairs  pulled  out  as  a  cure  for 

We  doubt  the  existence  of  a  jealousy  so 
absurd  and  groundless.  Abraham  H 
C^SSELL-  a  Pennsylvania  German,  and  the 
|  collector  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
|  i  bianes  in  the  State,  has  deposited  it  within 
I  he  building  of  the  Historical  Society,  and 
j  that  society  owes  most  of  what  it  is  and  f 

I  "h,at  U  ll0Pes  t0  become  to  the  w.ise,  liberal  ; 
ii  and  practical  management  of  the  late  John  ‘ 

Jr-  a  Pennsylvania  German,  to  [ 

.  vhomalso  ,s  due  the  preservation  of  the 
history  of  that  interesting  German  sect,  the 
I  ora  vi  a  ns.  In  addition  the  Historical  S9- 

/  Clety  18Jv#rrun  applications  from  or- 

1  ^au)Zutlous  of  - a  sehinnilo-rTcar  Tmu Fi  toF 

!onlTet* i * * * * * *r°T<JiOUSba11’  andi‘-ould 

Ithe  Pennf  .  g  retCh  °f  C0Urtes^  that 

use  ontJ  rma'1S  C°UId  obtain 

I  ®°f  lts  rooms  tor  organization 

to  folio w°the  "3y  t0  P1'0Ceed  iS  uudouhtedl  v 

’  uu  calJ  a  meeting  in  Ph;ioa„i  1  • 

j~pir.s  i 

and  no  doubt  they  would  wisely  decide  the 
question  at  issue.  the 


fhe  Independent 
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Monday,  February  23,  iggi. 


GBBMAM  HISTORY. 

°rzatI^aa  Germsa 

van^8  ftb]ect  of  ^organizing  a  Pennsyl- 

been  aehatmlT  HisloricaI  Society  has 
edufor  a  month  past  by  citi 
f  ^anPhlD»  York,  Lancaster,  Leb 

SmervS’-  Lehi«h  and  Mont- 
fleme^t  n^  v’  Yhere  tha  German 
nates  r!  tbe  Keystone  State  predomb 
S’  Lancaster  and  Berks,  it  is  well 

Geraan/nm  ,ruled  by  ^IcEists  from 
not  lonS  after  Win.  Penn  had 

mouthdofUP?h«  An  f iCaQ  so°  at  the 
earlv  in  t/*' 8  Lslaware,  and  quite 
tver^  1  t,be  8,”hteenth  century  there 
sta[l  h*  e\  communities  of  this 
oeoni  bnl‘e3t  p!i  industrious  class  of 
‘  ^ — throughou MLa  region  referred 
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continued  to  flourish  and 
paying  their  moral  and  in¬ 
dustrial  hanits  on  the  age  in  which  they 
flourished,  so  that  to-day  the  Pnnnsxl 
vania  German  character  is  a 
strong  element  in  the  counties 

Sred  fiermaQ  element  of 

L9  new  world  has  an  interesting  history 
covering  a  period  of  over  two  hun- 

haed  ho8/8’  n0  vi?oro«s  effort 

has  before  been  made  through 

organize.!  influence  to  gather  and  pre¬ 
serve  traditions  and  early  history  of 
th.s  important  element,  from  which 
have  sprung  a  number  of  ihe  Gover 
225.  of,  tbe  .  great  Keystone 
state,  and  prominent  people  who 
who  are  round  in  every  walk  of  life 
Ihe  movement  to  organize  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Historical  Society  has 
now  taken  shape  and  a  preliminary 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  city 
of  Lancaster  some  time  during 
tbe  present  week.  The  project  cf  es¬ 
tablishing  such  an  important  organiza¬ 
tion  has  been  discussed  in  this  vicinity 
ana  In  the  neighboring  counties  for 
some  time.  Dr.  William  B.  Egl?  -.ate 
Librarian  and  E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  of 
n  County  Historical  Society, 
wiu  be  among  those  in  attendance  from 
this  county. 


h&  cxtriidt. 


Tuesday,  February  21,  1891. 


A  German  Historical  Society. 

For  several  weeks  past  the  subject  of  01 
gamzmg  a  Pennsylvania  German  Historic! 
ooeiety  has  been  agitated  in  the  counties  i 
the  eastern  section  of  the  state,  where  th 
Pennsylvania  German  element  predomi 
nates,  notably  in  Berks,  Lebanon,  Lehigh 
York  Lancaster,  Montgomery  anc 
Dauphin.  Lancaster  and  Be^  conn 
ties  were  settled  by  colonists  fron 

i  D?t  ,many  years  afc^r  William 

Penn  had  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the 

,v/  aTSre’  and  early  in  tbe  eighteenth  cen- 

tury  there  were  strong  communities  of 
these  people  throughout  this  region, 

they  continued  to  flourish  and  multiply 

SS”?  th,elr  m°ral  impress  on  the  times, 
until  to-day  the  Pennsylvania  German 
character  strongly  predominates  in  the 
coun  ns  referred  to.  These  people  have 
an  interesting  history,  covering  nearly  200 

Jffnrf  1U  the  N°u  W°rld’  but  no  fly6tematic 

effort  has  ever  been  made,  throueh  organ¬ 
ized  influence  to  preserve  the  traditions, 
early  history  and  movements  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  whom  have  sprung  a  number  of 
governor  of  this  state,  and  who  to-day  are 
found  in  every  walk  of  life.  The  move¬ 
ment  to  organize  the  Pennsylvania  German 
Historical  Society  has  now  taken  shape 
and  a  preliminary  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Hancaster  during  the  present  week.  Th( 
project  of  starting  such  a  society  Las  beer 
fostered  for  some  time  by  leading  Pennsyl. 


vania  UFtffikns  throughout  this  and  neigh¬ 
boring  counties.  Dr.  William  H.  Egle  and 
E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  of  this  city,  will 
be  among  those  in  attendance  from  Dau¬ 


phin  county. 


gjeraojcral 


Entered  asSecond-Class  matter  at  the 
Mauch  Chunk  Post  Office  Sept.  15,1887 

- ! - -  —  "  — — 

E.  H.  KAUCH  &  SON, 

Editors  and  Pub  lishers. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  14,  1891. 


Penn.  German  vs.  Penn.  Dutch.  j 

A  suggestion  originated,  we  believe  in 
the  Lebanon  Report,  to  organize  a  “Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  society”,  and  it  is 
favored  by  several  other  papers  of  the  | 
interior  and  encouraged  also  by  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer.  The  Lebanon 
paper  referred  to  says; 

*  Let  the  public  have  a  clear  conception 
of  what  is  proposed.  German  societies, 
‘Turn  verein’,  ‘Ssenger  Bunden’  Constat- 
ter  organizations  and  the  like  consisting 
mainly  of  native-born  Germans  who  have 
but  lately  migrated  to  America,  and  who 
have  contributed  comparatively  nothing 
to  her  national  development  and  re¬ 
sources,  are  numerons.  What  is  con¬ 
templated  is  the  organization  of  the 
descendants  of  those  grand  men  and  wo¬ 
men  who  at  the  time  of  the  revocation 
of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  braved  all  perils 
of  life  and  death. 

‘To  seek  amid  our  solemn  depths  of  wood 
Freedon  from  man  and  holy  neace  with 

God’. 

who  after  many  reverses  and  sore  trials 
found  an  asylam  in  the  back  parts  of 
Penn’s  province  and  whose  industry  thrift 
and  economy,  whose  piety,  sterling  worth 
and  rectitude  of  life  contributed  more  to 
the  present  status  of  Pennsylvania  than 
any  other  force,  and  whose  influence  ex¬ 
tends  thronghout  the  whole  nation”. 

Well  said.  And  it  draws  the  line  fairly 
between  the  Germans  of  recent  migra¬ 
tion,  and  the  millions  of  Pennsylvania 
natives  above  referred  to,  who  speak  the 
language,  generally  and  very  properly 
called  and  known  as  Pennsylvania 
Dutch. 


We  are  aware  that  many  Germans  re¬ 
gard  the  term  “Dutch”  as  disrespectful 
and  offensive,  and  these  contend  that  we 
natives  should  go  back  on  the  Ductb  and 
persistently  adhere  to  the  more  modern 
name  of  “Pennsylvania  German”.  And 
just  here  we  differ.  If  such  a  society  is 
organized,  we  hope  it  will  be  under  the 
true,  familiar  and  correct  name  and  title 
;  namely:  “The  Pennsylvania  Dntch 
$  society.”  That  would  at  once  indicate 
the  difference  between  itself  and  the 
f.  societies  made  up  of  germane  from  the 
I  old  country. 

I  We  have  in  our  time  frequently  en¬ 
countered  esteemed  and  well  educated 
Germans  who  contend  that  the  term 
“Dutch”  implies  stupidity,  indolence, 
cowardice  &c.,  but  these  same  very  high 
toned  Germans  of  superior  intellect  and 
respectability  repudiate  the  term  Dutch 
only  when  they  are  themselve  in  English 
conversation.  When  they  talk  their  own 
native  language  they  have  no  hesitation  ! 
in  calling  it  the  Dutch  (Deutscb)  langu¬ 
age.  No  one  in  this  country  ever  heard 
a  Dutchman,  or  German,  in  his  own  lan¬ 
guage  call  himself  a  German  or  German- 
;  isch,  but  simply  ein  Deutscher,  which  is 
literally  translated,  a  Dutchman.  Nor 
did  we  ever  hear  a  German  of  any  class 
say,  in  bis  own  language,  that  he  came 
from,  or  was  born  in  Germany  or  Ger¬ 
mania,  but  always  “ in  Deutschland”,  } 
which  is,  literally  translated  “in  Dutch-  | 

:  land”. 

We  well  remember  that  soon  after  the  ; 
great  battle  of  Sedan,  a  very  intelligent 
Lutheran  minister,  talking  about  the 
“Schweffelbrenner”  letters  sincerely  de¬ 
precated  that  we  call  it  Pennsylvania 
Dutch,  as  he  contended  it  was  a  term  of 
reproach,  and  therefore  offensive.  We  i 
answered  that  it  is  just  as  men  of  our  per¬ 
suasion  make  it  and  suggested  that  if  we 
were  back  half  a  century  and  knew  or 
could  know  nothing  about  the  wonderful 
military  operations  then  between  two 
I  leading  powers  of  Europe  until  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  a  ship  every  few  months,  and 
suppose  that  were  the  case  then  and  some 
one  just  heard  of  an  arival  and  the  news 
of  Sedan,  and  come  running  down  street 
and  tell  us  about  the  great  Franch  war, 
the  invasion,  the  battle,  the  investment 
and  capture  of  Paris,  and  just  then  some 
one  in  the  crowd  would  ask,”  but  what 
kind  of  an  army  was  it  of  power  and  ! 
~  '"■BTt"'  '  'SHF'  Ml 


laring  to  invade  and  completely  subdue 
the  mighty  French  nation,  and  the 
simple  answer  were  “Why  the  Dutch’’ 
Instantly  the  cry  would  go  up  emphati¬ 
cally,,  “Hurrah  for  the  Dutch”,  or  yet 
more  classic  “Bully  for  the  Dutch”. 
Then  neither  our  friends  nor  any  one  else 
would  be  ashamed  of  the  term  Dutchman 
On  the  contrary,  the  chances  are  that 
almost  everybody  except  heathen  Chinese 
and  Hottentots  would  be  glad  if  he  could 
make  it  appear  that  some  Dutch  blood, 
however  little,  also  flows  through  his 
veins. 

Let  us  stick  to  the  familiar  name  and 
title  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  when  it 
comes  to  organizing  the  proposed  society 
Our  s  is  not  German.  It  is  a  new  langu¬ 
age  only  a  century  old  and  naturally  be¬ 
gotten  by  English  and  “German”  speak¬ 
ing  people  as  original  settlers  in  the  same 
communities,  the  latter  predominating. 
The  language  as  it  is  spoken  by  over  a 
million  Pennsylvania  people  is  infused 
with  English  amounting  to  fifteen  or 
eighteen  percent.  This  is  what  makes  it  a 
new  and  sperate  language,  and  it  is  every 
where  among  those  familiar  it  with  by 
reason  of  its  habitual  use  known  simply 
as  ihe  Pennsylvania  Dutch. 


WARPEIi  &  GEIST,  Publishers. 


THURSDAY  EVENING.  EEB.  26,  1891. 

SSh'  :  "  111,1,1  '  "  1  ».|L 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 


A  PENNSYLVANIA  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 


An  Interesting  Conference  Held  Here  To¬ 
day,  at.  AVIdcli  the  Preliminary  Step^^ 
for  the  Organization  Are  Taken. 

To  Meet  in  This  City  in  April. 


Several  months'  ago  a  spontaneous 
movement  seems  to  have  animated  a 
number  of  newspapers  in  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  looking  towards  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 
The  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  Tiie  New 
Era,  The  Lebanon  Report,  the  Easton 
Express,  the  Harrisburg  Jeleyraph,  the 
Reading  Times  and  a  number  of  other 
papers  all  contained  articles  favoring  the 
movement.  The  question  was  not  a  new 
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one,  but  the  course  of  so  many  new 
pers  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  taking  up 
the  question  at  the  same  time  seemed  to 
indicate  greater  interest  than  had  ever 
been  manifested  in  the  subject  before. 

On  Saturday,  February  14,  five  persons 
of  this  city  quietly  met  Dr.  W.  II.  Egle, 
State  Librarian,  who  came  from  Harris-’ 
burg  specially  for  that  purpose.  There 
was  a  pleasant  but  earnest  conference 
and  the  question  at  issue  was  discussed. 
The  result  was  the  unanimous  concur¬ 
rence  in  the  belief  that  the  time  had  come 
when  such  a  step  should  be  taken.  The 
public  seemed  ripe  for  it,  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  to  send  out  invitations  to  a  number 
of  representative  men  in  the  several 
Pennsylvania  German  counties  of  the 
State,  asking  them  to  meet  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  in  this  city  on  Thursday, 
February  20,  to  discuss  the  matter  thor- 
fltighly  and  determine  what  further  action 
was  desirable. 

In  accordance  with  that  invitation,  the 
following  persons  met  at  10  o’clock  this 
morning  in  the  study  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
Max  Hark,  No.  36  West  Orange  street: 

From  Lehigh  county :  Judge  Edwin 
Albright ;  Dr.  A.  R.  Horne. 

From  Northampton  county :  Hon.  > 
Jeremiah  II.  Hess;  Paul  de  Schwcinitz.  J 
Carbon  county :  E.  H.  Rauch,  editor  j 
Mauch  Chunk  Democrat. 

York  county:  Hiram  Young,  editor; 
York  Despatch. 

Lancaster  county  :  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Max  J 
Hark  ;  F.  R.  Diffenderffer,  of  The  New 
Era  ;  Rev.  II.  A.  Brickenstein. 

From  Lebanon  county  :  Rev.  Theodore 
Schmauk,  L.  L.  Grumbine,  Editor  of  the  ! 
Lebanon  Report. 

Luzerne  county  :  Dr.  F.  R.  Levan. 

From  Dauphin  county  :  Dr.  W.  H.  I 
Egle,  Maurice  C.  Eby  and  Ews.  Parthe-  j 
more. 

From  Chester  county:  Julius  F.Sachse.  I 

On  motion,  Dr.  Egle  was  called  to  pre-  j 
side  over  the  meeting.  The  Doctor  made 
a  brief  speech,  in  which  he  stated  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  meeting. 

On  motion,  F.  R.  Diffenderffer,  of  The 
New  Era,  was  elected  temporary  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Stahr,  President  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College,  was  one  of  the 
original  movers,  but  was  unexpectedly 
called  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  friend  iii 
Northampton  county,  and  was  therefore 
unavoidably  absent.  Dr.  R.  K.  Buehrle, 
City  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 
who  is  also  deeply  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
ject,  had  a  prior  engagement,  .V  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  Superintendents  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  was  consequently  also  absent. 
This  accounts  for  the  presence  of  only  a 
few  from  this  county.  Besides,  it  was 
deemed  best  that  Lancaster  should  not 
seem  to  be  assuming  a  preponderating 
influence  at  the  meeting,  even  though 
the  present  conference  had  its  origin  in 
this  city. 

Interesting  Letters. 

j  A  large  number  of  letters  were  then 
j  read  from  )  gentlemen  who  had  been  in- 
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vifceil,  but'who  From  some  cause  were  un¬ 
able  to  attend.  The  following  show  the 
tenor  of  these  letters  : 

The  Rev.  .T.  M.  Levering,  of  the  Mora¬ 
vian  Church  at  Bethlehem,  extends  his 
greetings:  “  I  appreciate  the  honor  of  be¬ 
ing  invited  to  participate  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  ot  the  contemplated  Pennsylvania 
German  Historical  Society.  I  am  trying 
to  persuade  Brother  Robt.  Ran  to  attend^ 
so  that  at  least  one  Moravian  from  Beth¬ 
lehem  may  be  present.  If  the  Society  is 
organized,  I  shall  be  happy  to  become 
a  member  of  it.  I  cordially  wish  success 
to  the  proposed  society.” 

Rev.  Theodore  E.  Bc'hmauk,  of  Lebanon, 
writes:  “It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  attend 
the  meeting,  on  the  26th,  of  which  you 
speak.  T he  thought  of  what  you  propose 
has  commended  Itself  to  my  mind  for 
years.” 

Prof.  Oswald  Seidensticker,  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 
sends  this  cordial  greeting :  “The  move¬ 
ment  to  organize  in  Lancaster  a  German 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  is,  I 
think,  one  of  great  merit,  and  also  of 
great  promise.  There  could  be  no  better 
locality  for  such  a  society  than  Lancas¬ 
ter.  German  Pennsylvania  life  is  still 
throbbing  there  ;  interest  in  its  history 
cannot  be  wanting;  much  material  is 
close  at  hand  and  you  have  the  men  fit  to 
carry  out  the  scheme.  In  all  this  you 
have  a  great  advantage  over  Philadelphia. 
Our  immigrated  Germans  do  not  take  very 
kindly  to  the  history  of  the  old  immigra¬ 
tion  ;  they  have  no  live  concern  in  it  and 
their  interest  hardly  rises  above  a  sort  of 
curiosity.  I  hope  your  society  will  pros¬ 
per  and  do  good  work.  I  am  in  the 
midst  of  work,  mainly  connected  with  my 
professional  duties,  and  it  will  therefore 
be  impossible  for  me  to  take  a  day  off, 
otherwise  I  should  be  very  happy  indeed 
to  attend  your  meeting  on  the  2Gth.” 

J.  F.  Sachse,  Esc].,  the  well-known 
Ephrata  specialist,  of  Berwyn,  says  :  “If 
nothing  happens  to  prevent,  it  will  afford 
me  great  pleasure  to  be  present  on  the 
occasion  you  mention.  I  will  gladly  give 
the  enterprise  all  the  assistance  in  my 
power.” 

Horn  Geo.  E.  Bear,  the  eminent  advo¬ 
cate  of  Reading,  and  who  has  ever  taken 
a  warm  interest  in  this  matter,  says  :  “I 
heartily  approve  of  the  suggestion  to 
form  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society.  In 
thinking  over  the  matter  it  occurred  to 
me  that  Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  B.,  of  this  city, 
would  be  the  best  representatives  of  the 
prominent  families  in  the  early  history 
of  the  State.  I  talked  the  matter  over 
■with  them  and  they  are  willing  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  the  project.” 

The  Rev.  Dr.  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs,of  Allen¬ 
town,  Lehigh  county,  writes  :  “I heartily 
fall  in  with  you  in  doing  honor  and  pre¬ 
serving  the  history,  of  our  ancestors,  the 
Pennsylvania  Germans.  Mr.  Erdman,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  this  place,  and  my¬ 
self  have  often  spoken  of  the  propriety 
of  raising  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
to  put  up  a  suitable  monument  to  their 
memory  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  The 


orgamzaTTb n  of  the  posed  society 
might  likely  lead  to  something!  of  this  | 
kind,  sooner  or  later.  I  am  sorry  to  see 
so  few  persons  of  the  large  number  who 
are  of  German  extraction  take  So  little 
interest  in  their  history  and  inkthat  of 
their  ancestors.  It  seems  that  *a  large 
number  are  trying  to  be  anything  else 
i  than  of  German  ancestry.  W e  are  born  ] 

nd  it  is  in  our  blood,  besides  wt  l 
have  no  earthly  reason  to  wish  or  to  try  \ 
j  to  be  anything  else.” 

Rev.  Dr.  Clement  Z.  Weiser,  of  East  jj 

■  Greenville,  Montgomery  eotinty,  and  a  j 
!  well-known  clergyman  of  the  Reformed 

/  Church,  thus  endorses  the  movement :  j 
(“The  ‘grippe’  has  laid  its  clutches  on  [ 
",  me  and  prevents  my  leaving  home  at  , 
present,  but  I  am  in  sympathy  with  the  . 
,  movement,  and  want  to  be  ‘counted  in.’  i 
by  all  means.  Go  forward  !  There  are  | 
*  enough  good  and  worthy  men  in  Lancas¬ 
ter  to  form  a  large  nucleus  for  such  a 
Ijj  Pennsylvania  German  Society.” 

Dr.  F.  K.  Levan,  a  prominent  Re- 
1  formed  clergyman  of  Wilkes-Barre,  sends  | 
-  in  his  adhesion  to  the  movement:  “  Yours  ! 

■  of  the  16th  inst.  has  been  received.  I  am  j 
a  pleased  to  learn  that  definite  action  is  | 

proposed  for  the  organization  of  a  so¬ 
ciety  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
history  and  vindicating  the  character  of  , 
’!  the  German  and  Swiss  settlers  of  our  I 
y  Commonwealth.  I  am  pleased,  too,  to  [ 
learn  that  persons  who  have  as  unques- 
I  tionedan  interest  in  the  matter  as  Dr.  , 
Egle,  Dr.  Hark  and  Dr.  Stahr  are  among 
;  those  who  concern  themselves  in  found¬ 
ing  and  giving  direction  to  the  proposed  s 

6  society.  You  have  my  hearty  sympathy,  : 
and  shall  have  what  humble  support  I 

j  can  give.”  [Dr.  Levan  was  present  at 
|3  to-day’s  meeting.  ] 

Hon.  John  W.  Biekel,  of  the  Norris- 
town,  Montgomery  county,  Bar,  delivers 
:  himself  in  the  following  words:  “Yours  of 
the  20th  received.  1  heartily  approve  of 
the  movement  looking  toward  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  a  Pennsylvania  German 
i  Society.” 

Jere  S.  Hess,  a  prominent  citizen  and 
merchant  of  Hellertown,  Northampton 

7  county,  endorsed  tile  movement  in  this 
hearty  fashion:  “  I  am  heartily  ill  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  movement,  and  unless 
prevented  by  unforseeii  circumstances,  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  meet  with  you  on  the 
26th,  and  assist  in  the  preparation  of  a 
plan  for  the  organization  of  the  proposed 
Society:-*' ’  [Mr.  Hess  was  present  at  to¬ 
day’s  meeting.] 

Dr.  A.  R.  Horne,  the  well-known  edu-  1 
eator  and  editor  of  The,  National  Educa¬ 
tor. ,  writes:  “  I  shall  certainly  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  to  be  present  unless 
something  unforeseen  occurs.  I  am  sorry  i 
that  the  day  selected  is  the  same  as  that  j 
of  the  Superintendents’  Convention  in 
Philadelphia,  which  1  have  promised  to 
attend  ;  but  if  the  meeting  at  Lancaster 
convenes  at  ten  o’clock,  1  can  remain  an 
hour  or  longer  with  you.” 

II.  L.  Fisher,  Esq.,  of  the  York  county 
bar,  and  ail  author  of  well-deserved  repu- 
to  the  movement 
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jtation. 


rives  Jus  assent 


_ -jiiifc, _ 

P'*»  »y 


i-i,.  j.  ,.  "  '  "  i"*™  very  near  my 

-  that  o f  organizing  a  Pennsylvania 
German  Sooielv  iv,,-  rnP  ania 

fho  in  ,7„  e  y  101  the  preservation  of 
e  history  and  traditions  of  the  German 
and  Swiss  settlers  of  our  CommonweaTth 

'descendants8  PJr°?f  r,ec°g'nition  for  their 
uescenaants.  I  thank  you  heartilv 

yom.  kuuj  invitation  to  meet  you  and 

n’ kS’  tyPlcal  representatives  of  these 

(good  people,  for  consultation  at  the  time 

and  place  mentioned.  Most  heartilv  do 

c£Pr°Be°  r-i8Ct’  “d  "-“i“  »e- 

cess,  lie  sure  to  issue  the  call  for  a 


i  1?  7.  g<*mzawon  and  let  mp 

Bucks  county,  strikes  right  from  the 


yJion  rterh  L  c-llgM  from  the 
I  noticed  „  Li* !?,  “I  have 


Sico,2,SS!''f^XsSS 

subject  aU  article  onthe  j 

•  J  ’  ^  distinctly  recall  my  feelings 
m  the  matter  when  I  read  it.  They  were  ’ 

mem  be  i  ship,  I  shall  certainly  regard  it 
as^an  honor  to  belong  to  and  laborfor  if 
lncic  is  one  point  I  -would  esneciallv 

s.'a.Tf to "«»"« ss  i 

7,,  ;  the  treatment  which  our  pioneer 

ZTVfnlLeCOlVtd  Vh°  haad»  ^in¬ 
active  phlegmatic  Quakers,  when  tW 

had  control  of  matters  and  when  the 

S“2r„‘;ss™f  f?r  Leii>  wi-ii 

“ST  tSf  >lish «  <*?*£? 

In  Us  f115 

chives  ”  -i  n,l  “  (  1  -  ,  PPnbylvania  Ar- 

cxuves  and  Colonial  Records  ”  ,1Pc.n 

||ip:e=:i=; 


■  +i,  ,  r,  nxeierrmg  ‘Dutch’ 

aiiSS’  most 


j  in  my  jut 

appropriate  and  expressive'.  “  But  'if  The 

in  open  meeting  lg  rau8’e>  if  not 

Hon.  Jo^nh°C.  Bucher,  J^ge  of  the 


fe. 

ffi  . 


— -  i  MJHp|Lppu.. 

Twentieth  Judicial  District  of  Pennsylva- 
w;ri,te-s  as  follows  :  “Yours  of  the 
i  h  did  not  reach  me  hy  due  course  of 
man,  as  1  was  from  home.  I  regret  to 
say  that  I  will  be  in  court  in  Snyder 
j  county  on  the  28th  prox.  This  precludes 
j  my  presence  in  your  city  on  that  day.  I* 
i  am  m  harmony  with  the  movement  how¬ 
ever,  and  will  do  what  I  can  to  make  it  a 


I  •* 

i'l 


Hiram  \  oung,  Esq.,  the  veteran  editor 
ot  the  York  Dispatch,  writes :  “Your 
notice  ol  an  informal  meeting'  of  repre- 
sentative  citizens  to  organize  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Historical  Society  was  duly 
received..  I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
move.  [As  will  be  seen  in  the  list  of 
those  present,  Mr.  Young  attended  the 
meeting  to-day.] 

.  Tlle  Bev.  Dr.  Sheeleigh,  of  Port  Wash- 
lngton  Montgomery  county,  editor  of 
I  ihe  Lutheran  Sunday-School  World 
and  the  “Church  Almanac,”  writes: 

Your  courteous  letter  of  the  14th  hast.' 

lies  before  me.  I  am  greatly  obliged  for 
your  kindness  in  giving  me  the  informa- 
jtioii  concerning  the  project  of  organizing 
a  I  ennsyl vania  German  Society.  I  had 
.  long  thought  of  inquiring  concerning  the 
propriety  of  such  an  organization.  I  am 
pleased  to  know  others  are  moving  in  the 
matter.  I  shall  be  happy  to  join  you. 

|  Possibly  I  may  make  arrangements  to 
'join  you.  I  desire  to  co-operate  in  such 
a  way  as  maybe  practicable.” 

H.  A.  Schuler,  of  Allentown,  Lehigh 
county,,  and  editor  of  the  Welt  Bote 
and  Friedens  Bote,  says  :  “  I  gratefully 

acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
inviting  me  to  take  part  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  a  Pennsylvania  German  Historical 
Society.  TV  hile  I  fully  approve  the 

project  I  regret  to  state  that  business 

and  other  cares  will  not  allow  me  to  at¬ 
tend  the  m  eeting  proposed.  Hoping  that 
f  lf» ay,  fo-ove  a  complete  success,  I 

I X  • .  ,  Cv  (J  • 


The  following  letter  is  from  Frederick 


.  Stone  Esq.,  the  accomplished  libra 
lian  ol  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
oocietv  : 

‘  ‘ 1  am  vf  rY  s°ny  that  I  am  unable  to  ac¬ 
cept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at 
Lancaster  on  the  26th  to  meet  the  gentle¬ 
s'®51  interested  in  the  establishment  of  a 
I  ennsylvama  German  Society.  My 

•  'Lf  -m1’0  so  pressing  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  be  absent  at  that 
I  .IV;;  Although  my  lineage  would  not 
entitle  me  to  a  place  in  such  a  So- 

th*  Aw-  lnJ  hearty  sympathy  with 
?  ,  obJect  I  understand  it  has  in  view, 
that  of  preserving  the  records  of  the 
early  German  settlers  of  this  State,  and 
empkasrzmg  the  important  part  they  took  ! 

le,  ^ormation  of  its  institutions  and  j 
.  e  development  of  its  resources.  The 
great  value  of  the  German  element  of  our  ' 
population  has  been  long  recognized  by 
hose  who  have  directed  the  affairs  of  this 
society,  wver  since  the  late  John  Jordan, 
nr-,  assumed  an  active  part  in  its  man- 
agement,  which  is  over  forty  years  a<ro 
dvejy  possible  effort  within  its 


vi  tea,  &u 
able  to  attev 
tenor  of  tjSj  B 

I  power  ’mis1'”  been  made  to  colle 
!  material  regarding  tlie  Germans  ot'Peun- 
{  Sylvania.  The  result  is  a  magnificent 
collection  of  printed  and  manuscript  ma¬ 
terial,  a  portion  of  which  was  purchased 
from  the  learned  collector,  Abraham  H. 
Cassell,  of  Hurleysville,  than  whom  no 
better  authority  exists  on  the  religious 
history  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans. 
Besides  the  hooks  from  Mr.  Cassell’s 
library,  the  society  has  had  copied  valu¬ 
able  manuscripts,  the  originals  of  which 
are  in  Europe,  regarding  the  emigration 
of  the  Germans  to  Pennsylvania.  The 
importance  of  this  collection  is  attested 
by  the  work  of  such  scholars  as  Richel, 
Schmucker,  Seidenshoker,  Pennypacker, 
Heidrick  and  others,  besides  that 
of  many  students  from  neighboring 
States  whom  it  has  attracted  to  our 
rooms.  Indeed  the  society  has  made  the 
only  effective  effort  that  ever  has  been 
made  to  preserve  tie  history  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans  of  the  Pennsylvania,  and  it  will 
heartily  welcome  any  movement  in  the 
same  direction  that  will  assist  in  the  ob¬ 
ject  it  has  in  view.  Such  a  society  as  it  is 
proposed  to  form  will  be  able  to  collect 
material  that  it  is  impossible  for  this  so¬ 
ciety  to  reach.  W  here  and  how  this  col¬ 
lection  is  preserved  makes  little  mat¬ 
ter,  so  that  it  is  preserved. 
It  will  supplement  that  of  the 
Historical  Society  and  will  add  to  the 
usefulness  of  its  collections  by  increasing 
the  numbers  interested  in  its  object.  All 
such  I  assure  you  shall  be  cordially  wel¬ 
come  to  the  use  of  the  material  we  have, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  the  effort  about  to 
be  made  will  meet  with  every  possible 


success. 


name. 

Dr.  F.  R.  Levan  said  tne  name  ques¬ 
tion  is  important.  He  had  a  fixed  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  matter.  He  was  no  admirer 


Expression  of  Opinion. 

The  chairman  then  called  for  an  ex¬ 
pression  of  views,  asking.  Prof.  Horne  to 
give  his  opinion.  The  Professor  thought 
the  time  had  come  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Germans  to  assert  themselves.  He  be¬ 
lieved  a  general  meeting  should  be  called. 

Judge  Albright  said  two  objects  should 
I  he  prominent  in  such  a  society,  the 
'  literary  and  historical  feature  and  a  social 
I  feature.  Once  a  year  or  oftener  -we 
should  meet  at  the  festive  hoard,  to  se¬ 
cure  it  the  regard  of  our  own  people  and 
of  outsiders.  We  shouldpiot  he  exclusive, 
but  it  should  not  be  a  mass  meeting 
either.  Certain  men  should  be  selected 
to  issue  an  invitation  to  Pennsylvania 
Germans  who  ai;e  in  favor  of  such  a 
movement. 

Mr.  Parthemore  also  endorsed  the  lat¬ 
ter  name,  and  hoped  it  would  be  applied 
to  the  new  Society.  , 

Mr.  Hess  thought  this  should  be  a  parent 
society.  After  that  lo*cal  societies  might 
be  formed  in  other  States  and  cities.  He 
believed  the  name  should  be  “Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society.  ’’ 

E.  H.  Rauch  believed  “Pennsylvania 
Dutch  Society  ”  would  best  answer  all  the 
conditions  of  the  proposed  Society’s 


Ute^ture^e 

phrase** ^Pensy  1  vania  Germans  ”  js  be-  | 

come  proverbial  everywheie.  lhe  teim 
“  Pennsylvania  Dutch”  is  a  misnomer  to 
sav  the  best  of  it.  Dr.  L avail  made  a 
strong  and  able  argument  kgainst  the 
name  “  Pennsylvania  Dutch. 

Professor  Horne,  who  had  to  leave  on 
an  early  train,  endorsed  the  name  Penn-  | 
svlvaiiia  German,  and  promised  hearty  | 
l  support  to  any  action  the  .conference  j 

|  mprof!tlorne  moved  the  name  to  be  as¬ 
sumed  by  the  new  Society  should  be  the 
“Pennsylvania  German  Historical  So- 

C1Rev  Mr.  Schmauk  said  in  New  York 
city  to-day  the  term  “Dutch”  wasaisel 

ns  a  term  of  derision.  He  was  m  favo.U 
of  adopting  the  best  known  and  true  name,! 
fVint,  of  Pennsylvania  German. 

Rev  Mr: Brickenstein  thought  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  call  anrihe?  meet¬ 
ing  to  organize  still  further.  He  thought 
prompt  action  should  lietn-lceniiow 

Mr.  Parthemore  amended  Piol.  Hoine  s 
motion  by  proposing  to  call  l*  a  {  Ger¬ 
man  Dutch  and  Swiss  Congress  of  De¬ 
scendants  of  Early  German  Settlers  of 

?  JudgeV  Albright  opposed  the  amend- 

m  The  original  motion  was  then  earned 
Mr.  Parthemore  moved  the  call  fot  the 
general  meeting  be  issued  for  the  second 
of  May,  and  the  place,  Lebanon. 

It  was  suggested  by  several  peiso  s 
that  Philadelphia  was  a  better  place  toi 

thThe  motion  was  amended  by 
Lancaster,  and  in  that  form  the  matter 

"  The1  time  for  the  next  meeting  was 
fixed  for  Wednesday,  April  lo.  . 

Mr.  Schmauk  thought  the  coming  call 
should  not  he  too  general,  and’  gave  a 
number  of  reasons  for  so  believing- 
Should  be  a  meeting  of  representative 

m  On  motion  the  Chairm an  was  b^ucted 
to  name  a  committee  of  five,  of  wfcich 
should  he  one,  to  formulate  a  call  for  the 
next  meeting,’  and  to  have  full  executive 


P  Mr  Schmauk  moved  the  persons  pres¬ 
ent  should  prepare  a  list  of  per *|s  who 

would  be  desirable  _memhers  o  the 


ciety  and  hand  them  to  the  Chairman 
On  motion,  the  conference  adjourned. 


The  Lancaster  Conference  of  Penn- 
g  ,  J 'h  sylvania  Germans.  ,  >  L/ 

'  Thirteen  persons  from  outside  ot  Lancaster 
i  county  attended  the  conference  at  Lancaster 
!  on  Wednesday  for  the  formation  of  a  Penn- 
sylvania  German  Society.  There  was  not  a 
representative  present  from  Philadelphia, 
r  f~.  There  was 


Montgomery  or  Berks  counties, 
only  one  person  present  from  Luzerne,  one 
from  Carbon,  one  from  York,'  one  from 
Chester,  Northampton,  Lehigh  and  Lebanon 


eaeh  sent  two  representatives,  DaupTuFieif 
toree  and  Lancaster  county  itself,  where  the 
conference  was  held,  only  sent  three.  This 
result  would  seem  to  be  the  best  possible 
evidence  that  no  interior  town  is  the  place  to 
old  even  the  preliminary  meeting  of  such  a 
society.  Nevertheless  a  majority  of  the 
persons  present,  though  others  advocated 
coming  to  Philadelphia,  determined  to  hold 
he  next  meeting  in  Lancaster  in  May 
Judge  Albright,  who  was  present  from 
Nehigh  county,  manifested  an  intelligent 
appreciation  of  what  the  society  ought  to 
•  The  remarks  and  suggestions  made  by 
some  other  persons  present  were  crude  in 
e  extreme.  Judge  Albright  success¬ 
fully  opposed  a  ridiculous  suggestion  to  im- 
pose  upon  the  society  the  ponderous  and 
absurd  title  of  “The  German,  Dutch  and 
Swiss  Congress  of  Descendants  of  Early 
German  Settlers  of  Pennsylvania.”  Jud*e 
1  Albright  also  explained  the  true  purpose 
j  of  the  society  by  saying  it  should  be  literary 
i  ^stor'cal  and  social.  Editor  Rauch  of 

1  *“°h  Chu“k  sWed  right  spirit  when 
he  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  title  The 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  Society,  although  it 

]  ^t.r,Ue  ihat  there  were  moie  Germans  "than 
|  Hollanders  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  last  cen¬ 
tury.  The  name  finally  chosen,  The  Penn 
sylvania  German  Historical  Society,  would 
have  been  better  without  the  word  histori- 
cal,  which  is  either  too  much  or  too  little  of 
i  an  addition  to  a  title  that  without  it  would 

I  haVe  amply  covered  the  historical  and  other 
purposes  of  the  society.  The  name  limits 
the  society  to  the  annalists  and  genealogists 
though  that  was  perhaps  not  the  purpose  in 

The  appreciative  letter  received  from  Li 
branan  Stone,  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  ought  to  have  the  effect  to 
allay  the  local  and  personal  jealousies 
which  appear  to  be  governing  some  of  the 
men  who  have  assumed  the  initiative  in  this 
movement,  and  to  remove  the  absurd  and 
unworthy  fear  that  their  individualities  wdl 
be  losi  if  the  society  is  taken  to  Philade? 

Phia.  This  disposition  „s  j  t 

he  suggestion  made  at  the  conference  tfj 
its  members  should  constitute  the  parent 
society,  and  that  county  societies  should  be 
organ ized-a  suggestion  which,  if  carried 

the  FT"  ^  T7ld  l6ad  t0  the  dwarfing  by 
the  Philadelphia  Society  of  all  the  others. 


IHb  PEjIdiSIliVAfilA  GERMAN  SOCIETY. 


It  Is  Warmly  Commended  by  the  Penn 
sylvania  Historical  Society. 

qt7he  foll°wing  letter  from  Frederick  D. 

ml’  ?olbrarian  °f  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Society  was  read  at  the  Lancaster 
conference  of  Pennsylvania  Germans  : 

am  Te.ry  sorr-v  that  1  am  unable  to  ac¬ 
cept  your  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at 


Lancaster  on  the  26th  to  meet  the  gentlemen 
interested  in  the  establishment  of  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  Society.  My  duties  here 
are  so  pressing  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  be  absent  at  that  time.  Although  my. 
liueage  would  not  entitle  me  to  a  place  in 
such  a  society,  I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  the  object  I  understand  it  has  in  view 
—that  of  preserving  the  records  of  the 
early  German  settlers  of  this  State,  and 
emphasizing  the  important  part  they  took 
in  the  formation  of  its  institutions  and 
the  development  of  its  resources.  The 
great  value  of  the  German  element  of  our  I 
population  has  been  long  recognized  by  | 
those  who  have  directed  the  affairs  of  this  i 
society.  Ever  since  the  late  John  Jordan, 
Jr.,  assumed  an  active  part  in  its  manage¬ 
ment,  which  is  over  forty  years  ago 
every  possible  effort  within  its  power  has 
been  made  to  collect  material  regarding  the 
Germans  of  Pennsylvania.  The  result  is  a 
magnificent  collection  of  printed  and  manu¬ 
script  material,  a  portion  of  which  was 
purchased  from  the  learned  collector,  Abra- 
|  ham  H.  Cassell,  of  Hurlevsville,  than  whom 
no  better  authority  exists  in  the  religious 
history  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans.  Be¬ 
sides  the  books  from  Mr.  Cassell’s  library 
the  society  has  had  copied  valuable  manu¬ 
scripts,  the  originals  of  which  are  in  Europe, 
regarding  the  emigration  of  the  Germans  to 
Pennsylvania.  The  importance  of  this  col¬ 
lection  is  attested  by  the  work  of  such 
scholars  as  Richel,  Schmucker,  Seiden- 
sticker,  Pennypacker  and  others,  besides 
[  that  of  many  students  from  neighboring 
i  States  whom  it  has  attracted  to  our  rooms. 
Indeed,  the  society  has  made  the  only  ef¬ 
fective  effort  that  ever  has  been  made  to 
preserve  the  history  of  the  Germans  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  it  will  heartily  welcome 
any  movement  in  the  same  direction  that 
will  assist  in  the  object  it  has  in  view.  Such 
a  society  as  it  is  proposed  to  form  will  be 
able  to  collect  material  that  it  is  impossible 
for  this  society  to  reach.  Where  and  how 
this  collection  is  preserved  makes  little 
i  matter,  so  that  it  is  preserved.  It  will  sup¬ 
plement  that  of  the  Historical  Society  and 
will  add  to  the  usefulness  of  its  collections 
by  increasing  the  numbers  interested  in  its 
object.  All  such  I  assure  you  shall  be  cor¬ 
dially  welcome  to  the  use  of  the  material  we 
have,  and  I  sineerely  hope  the  effort  about  to 
be  made  will  meet  with  every  possible  suc¬ 
cess.” 


SATURDAY  EVENING.  EEB.  28,  1891 


THE  BALE  SET  IN  MOTION. 

The  project  of  organizing  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society  which  took  shape 
in  this  city  on  last  Thursday  is  now 
|  fairly  before  the  people  of  E?-stern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  for  their  endorsement.  "VY  hat 
their  verdict  will  be  we  do  not  permit 
j  ourselves  to  doubt  for  a  moment.  The 
jj  scores  of  letters  received,  many  of  which 
were  read  at  the  conference,  leave  no  room 
for  doubt  on  this  question.  The  writers, 


.  xor 

'  without  a  single  exception,  expressed 


- — •  -  — HRafe4.~:  -  -  _ _ _ 

their  convictions  that  the  time  had  come 
for  such  a. movement,  and  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  counties  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State  were  the  ones  that  should  move 
in  the  matter.  This  fact  was  especially 
brought  out  in  cx-Goveruor  James  A. 
Beaver’s  letter,  which,  among  other  things, 
said  :  “  I  will  very  gladly  unite  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  call  for  a  meeting  at  some  convenient 
time  and  place  for  the  organization  of  a 
Pennsylvania  German  Society.  I  have  !  • 
long  thought  that  such  a  society  should 
1  bo  organized,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  in  many  ways.  Lancas¬ 
ter  is  in  many  respects  the  best  place  for 
organization.  It  is  the  centre  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  settlements,  and  easily  reached  from 
|  all  directions.” 

The  number  of  representative  men  who 
were  ready  to  come  here  to  a  preliminary 
meeting  is  a  strong  indication  of  the  trend 
of  public  sentiment  towards  such  an  or¬ 
ganization.  That  the  more  formal  gath¬ 
ering  on  the  loth  of  April  next  will  be  a 
notable  one,  both  as  to  numbers  and  the 
character  of  the  men  who  will  participate 
in  its  deliberations,  we  do  not  doubt  for 
a  moment.  The  men  at  the  helm  are  en¬ 
ergetic  and  capable,  and  with  such  an  all- 
prevailing  public  sentiment  behind  them 
as  we  have  seen  exists  everywhere,  the 
I  success  of  the  movement  is  placed  beyond 
a  peradventure. 

The  field  this  organization  will  occupy 
is  a  wide  one — wide  as  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  allows  full  scope  for  the  en¬ 
ergies  and  efforts  of  the  most  enthusi¬ 
astic.  The  readiness  with  which  the  next 
place  of  meeting  could  have  been  carried 
to  Lebanon,  Reading  or  Allentown  goes 
to  prove  that  local  jealousies  are  not 
likely  to  interfere  with  the  future  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  contemplated  organization. 
One  sentiment,  however,  seemed  upper¬ 
most,  and  that  was  that  a  Pennsylvania 
German  Society  should  be  located  among 
the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  and  not 
among  people  alien  both  in  speech  and 
thought.  While  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
best  that  the  society  should  have  a  local 
domicile,  its  meetings,  banquets  and 
whatever  other  features  it  may  see  meet 
to  adopt  may  be  pleasantly  and  profitably 
held  in  various  places,  as  the  time  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  may  seem  to  demand. 

No  fewer  than  five  newspapers  were 
represented  at  Thursday’s  meeting. 

|  These  can  do  good  work  between  now 
and  the  time  of  the  next  meeting.  B  ut 
not  they  alone  should  roll  up  their 
sleeves,  metaphorically  speaking,  and  go  '» 
to  work,  hut  the  entire  press  of  the 
State.  Let  those  favorable  to  the  good 


j  cause  lend  a  helping  hanoT  It  will  not 
be  hard  work,  for  the  fullness  of  time  is 
at  hand  and  the  new  evangel  will  be  1 
gladly  received  on  every  hand.  The  ball 
has  been  set  in  motion ;  may  lit  not  cease 
to  roll  until  the  Pennsylvania  Germans,  i 
as  well  as  their  kindred,  wherever  they 
maybe,  shall  see,  asm  result  of  Thurs-  ] 
day’s  good  work,  an  organization  of  j 
which  they  and  their  descendants  shall  I 


feel  proud  through  many  generations  still 
to  come. 


Jjjenmcrat. 


Entered  asSecond-Class  matter  at  the 
Elavch  Chunk  Tost  Office  Sept.  15,1887 


E.  H.  RAUCH  &  SON, 
Editors  and  Puevushers. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  28,  1891. 


The  Pennsylvania  German  Society.  J 

A  conference  was  held  at  Lancaster  on 
Thursday  last  for  the  purpose  of  starting  a 
State  Historical  Society  of  the  decendants  of 
German  settlers,  and  the  following  consti¬ 
tuted  the  conference  : 

Lancaster  county — Rev.  J.  Max  Hark,  F. 

R.  Diifenderfer,  of  the  New  Era,  and  Rev. 

H.  A.  Brickensteiu,  of  the  Lititz  Female 
j  Seminary. 

Lehigh — Judge  Edwin  Albright  and  Rev. 
Dr.  A.  R.  Horn. 

Luzerne — Dr.  F.  R.  Levan,  of  Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Lebanon — L.  L.  Grumbine,  editor  of  the 
Daily  Report ,  and  Rev.  Theodore  Schcnauk. 

Carbon — E.  H.  Rauch,  of  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Democrat. 

Northampton— Hon.  Jeremiah  Hess  and 
Rev.  Paul  de  Schweinitz. 

Dauphin — Dr.  W.  H.  Egle,  Maurice  C. 
Eby  and  E  Iward  Partbemore. 

Chester — Julius  F.  Suschse,  editor  of  the 
:  Journal  of  Photography. 

York — Editor  Hiram  Young. 

Letters  of  regret  were  read  from  Rev.  J. 

M.  Levering,  of  Bethlehem;  Professor  Os- ; 
wald  Seidensticker,  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania;  George  F.  Bear,  of  Reading; 
General  Beaver,  John  W.  Bickel,  of  Norris-  [ 
town;  Librarian  Frederick  D.  Stoue,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  many  others,  all  of  whom  I 
heartily  commended  the  purpose  of  the  pro-  I 
posed  organization. 

There  was  entire  unanimity  as  to  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  meeting,  the  formation  of  a  per- 
manent  society.  The  only  question  that  I 
gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion  was  as 
to  the  name  of  the  organizition,  the  writer 
contending  that  “  Pennsylvania  Dutch  ”  in-  < 


s 


I  adopted  as  most  apprfcte,  for  reasons 
already  given  in  the  Democrat.  But 
|  „rT;  hterary  fellers  ”  predominated  and 
Schweffelbrenuer  ”  was  knocked  out  in  the 
third  round  and  the  “German”  is  on  top 
and  we  cheerfully  submit,  reserving  the 
right  to  continue  in  the  belief  that  Pennsyl- 
1  !.aD‘Suh  I)9Iltsch  translated  is  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  As  we  are  descendants  of  Germans 
from  Germany,  either  title  would  be  appro¬ 
priate,  and  therefore,  after  all,  it  may  be 
only  a  question  of  taste. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the 
I  presldeut  t0  appoint  a  committee  to  issue  a 
call  for  a  general  meeting,  also  at  Lancaster, 
on  Wednesday,  April  15th,  to  constitute  a 
permanent  organization,  wnereupon  the 
conference  adjourned,  all  feeling  well  satis¬ 
fied  and  highly  encouraged. 


SCI1WEFFEL  BRENNER. 


Pennsylvania  Deitsch. 
Schliffeltown,  Februawr  der  25 1,  ’91 . 

Mister  DRooKER.-Wann  mer  now 
nix  happened  gae  ich  morya  all  der  waig 
noch  Lenkeshter  mainer  os  fooftzich 
nn  e  uf  der  onner  side  Elistown  un  dort 
wella  mer  aniohl  ’n  Pennsylvania  Deitsha 
society  organisa.  De  Bevvy  hut  mer 
tzain  dawler  gevva  for  my  expensa  ba- 
tzawla  un  se  is  selwer  gonga  un  hut  mer 
a  pawr  fun  denna  nei  fashionda  shtand 
up  collars  gakawft,  so  os  ich  aw  ’n 
styhsha  appearance  mauch  wann  ich  in 
der  same  meeting  huck  mit  de  feela 
ennsy  vanish  Deitsha  professors.  Un 
merweila  amohl  denna  orma  karls  os 
yusht  English  shwetza  weisa  os  meer  aw 
wissa  we  mer  im  shtyle  rous  coom’d,  un 
we  mer  n  grease  shtate  society  runna 

oSrrr evva  °s  de  peDa^™™h 

D.usha  de  beshta  un  shmartshta  leit  sin 
im  gonsa  shtate.  Suppose  now  du 
tiavelsht  amohl  dorrich  Lecha,  Barricks. 
Levanon  un  Lenkeshter  county,  un  iv- 
veMdynshM  orrick  grossa  shira,  de 


beshta uS^onner 
i  mtsfee,  nummer  anes  gooty  geil,  g’sundy 
weiver,  shainy  maid  un  bubbalin  so  dick,  I 
roond  un  fet  os  we  Jevver  wsersht.  Dort, 
in  all  so  gaigenda  shwetza  de  leit  Deitsh 
un  sin  all  fun  der  goota  oltaawrt  os 

Deitsh8'0  mU  “  DaWnia  PennBy^*nia 

Suppose  awer  du  travelsht  amohl  dor 
rich  so  umgaigend  os  we  drunua  in  der 
Jarsey.  Dort  is  der  drooba  sond  ^ 

tzull  deef  in  der  midda  shtrose:  de  fensa 
om  tzomma  folia;  tzu  sawga  nix  in  de 
<  AruihU?le'baira  h6cka’  w”U-*raut 

un  dishtla;  degeil  un  rintsfee;  so  mawg- 

er  08  m0r  de  r*bba  tzeila  con  finf  hun- 
nert  yard  ob;  wo  de  leit  tzu  sawga  nix 
zu  essa  hen  so  korn  brod  un  krumbeera 

uu  reeva  soup-dort,  in  so  umgaigenda 
'n  3e  a11  English— un  considera  sich 
sh  mar  ter  os  uns  Pennsylvania  Dutch- 
menner,  ! 

Wann  mer  seily  society  organisa,  don, 
of  course  missa  mer  aw  officers  ’lecta. 
Ich,  for  my  dale,  will  gor  km  office,  for 
1C  geb  nix  drum,  awer  wann ’s  so  hap- 
penaset  os  se  ’n  first  rater  mon  hawa  ' 
we  a  or  dresherer,  un  wann  se  s  uf 
mich  foresa  wella,  ei  don  leever  es 
shtreit  hawa  derwaga,  date  ich ’s  evva 
accepta. 

Pit  Schweffelbrenner. 


1  enters  °upoiUt8aZlne’  Christian  Culture 

1 1  March 
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HARRISBURG,  PA. 


TUESDAY  EVENING.  MARCH  3, 1891. 

A  PENNSYLVANIA-GERMAN  SOCIETY. 

The  action  of  the  gentlemen  who  met  in 
conference  at  Lancaster  on  the  26th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  to  decide  upon  a  time  and  place  for 
the  organization  of  a  Pennsylvania-German 
society,  in  fixing  upon  that  city  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  seams  to  have  thrown  our  worthy  con¬ 
temporary,  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer ,  into 
convulsions.  It  is  the  strangest  thing  that 
any  movement  which  does  not  recognize 
Philadelphia  as  the  head  and  center  is  looked  i 
upon  with  disfavor — is  discountenanced  and  ! 
aspersed.  In  the  first  place,  two  or  three 
persons  in  each  of  the  counties  were  re-  1 
quested  to  be  present  at  this  preliminary 
meeting,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  ob*  1 
jects  were  simply  to  agree  upon  a  time  and 
place  for  the  calling  of  a  General  Congress  | 
or  Assembly,  the  person  written  to  was  asked,  I 
if  unable  to  ba  there,  to  give  his  views,  j 
Judge  Pennypacker,  of  Philadelphia,  gave 
his,  "and  so  did  Baer  and  Muhlenberg,  of 
Reading;  Crumrine,  of  Washington ;  Koontz, 
of  Somerset;  Whitman,  of  Erie,  and  others 
of  equal  prominence.  The  name  to  be  used 
in  the  proposed  call  was  Pennsylvania-Ger¬ 
man  Society— Pennsylvania  and  German 
being  hyphenated.  Mr.  Rauch’s  views  were 
nQhistorical  and  therefore  not  adopted.  The 
gentlemen  pressnt  were  at  least  as  intelligent 
as  the  editors  of  the  Inquirer,  and  there 
were  no  allusions  to  “local  and  personal 
jealousies” — they  were  not  so  uarrow-ruinded 
and  bigoted.  “Suggestions”  merely  should 
not  be  taken  as  the  actual  sentiments  of  any 
body  of  men.  We  can  allay  the  fears  of  the 
Inquirer  by  stating  there  was  no  disposition 
to  establish  an  historical  society.  The 
“Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania”  has 
broadened  its  scope,  its  aims,  its  energies 
and  unequalled  by  any  similar  society  in  the^ 
world,  will  take  care  of  all  the  records  the 
industry  and  resuarches  of  the  members  of 
the  to  be  Pennsylvania-Germau  Society  may 
gather  together.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  sec¬ 
ond  annnal  CoDgress  will  be  held  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  So¬ 
ciety,  where  all  can  see  how  carefully  and 
safely  are  preserved  as  well  the  early  records 
of  the  German-Swiss  settlers  as  thoBB  of  the 
English  and  Welsh  Quakers.  We  trust  the 
Inquirer  will,  instead  of  decrying  the  move¬ 
ment,  give  it  earnest  countenance  and  sup¬ 
port.  Of  one  thing,  however,  we  feel  as¬ 
sured,  that  the  gentleman  who  are  inaugu¬ 
rating  this  movement  will  not  lat  it  languish  I 
or  die.  It  will  prove  a  success.  The  Tjsle- 
gbAPH  for  one  bids  it  “God  Speed.”  ^  j 


We  hew  esa  kmm  house, 
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THURSDAY  EVENING.  MARCH  5,1891. 


UNFAIR  CRITICISM. 


One  might  as  well  Iook  xbr  pears  on  an 
,  elm  tree  as  for  fairness  from  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Inquirer  on  any  matter  connected 
with  the  proposition  to  establish  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  Society — not  Historical 
,  — outside  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  A 
:  fine  example  of  this  spirit  was  shown  a 
l  few  days  after  the  recent  conference  held 
.  in  this  city  to  consider  the  project  of  such 
r  an  organization,  when  it  published  a 
;  grossly  unfair  article  in  which  it  at- 
|  tempted  to  belittle  the  said  conference. 

True,  as  it  says,  only  thirteen  persons 
were  present  from  counties  outside  of 
Lancaster.  Not  more  than  double  that 
number  was  invited  and  the  letters  they 
sent  and  which  were  published  in  this 
journal  gave  the  reasons  for  their  non- 
attendance.  AU  of  them  most  heartily  ap¬ 
proved  of  the  plan  and  many  of  them, 
among  whom  were  Prof.  Seiden sticker, 
T  of  Philadelphia,  and  ex-Governor  Beaver, 
declared  emphatically  Lancaster  was 
the  proper  place  to  locate  it.  It  says 
Lancaster  county  sent  only  three  dele¬ 
gates,  but  it  does  not  say  why,  although 
the  reason  was  given  in  the  ankle 
from  which  it  drew  its  facts.  Lan¬ 
caster  county  could  as  easily  have 
sent  300  as  three  had  it  deemed  it  de¬ 
sirable.  Because  not  more  were  present 
the  Inquirer  deems  sufficient  cause  for 
not  locating  the  said  Society  outside 
Philadelphia.  Not  more  than  three  or 
four  persons  were  invited  from  any  one 
|  county.  The  letters  received  since  clearly 
'•ii-.i  show  that  had  the  number  been  in- 
n  creased,  a  mass  meeting  would  have  been 


the  result.  Perhaps  the  meeting  on 
April  15  will  bo  more  to  the  Inquirer's 
liking. 

Hut  we  are  tempted  to  ask  how  Phila¬ 
delphia  has  responded  to  the-  Inquirer's 
frequent  appeals  to  her  people  to  get  to¬ 
gether  and  organize  this  Society  in 
that  city?  There  was,  so  far  as  we  were 
able  to  learn,  no  reply  to  its  calls.  The 
people  who  were  declared  so  learned,  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  competent  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  its  appeals.  There  was  no  call  for 
a  conference,  no  meeting  appointed. 
They  left  that  for  the  people  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  counties  to  successfully  under¬ 
take.  Then,  again,  how  did  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  press  regard  the  suggestion  ? 
So  far  as  our  observation  extended  not 
a  single  journal  in  that  city  seconded  the 
Inquirer's  proposition  to  hold  a  meeting 
and  proceed  with  the  work  of  organiza¬ 
tion.  They  ignored  the  movement  alto¬ 
gether.  Where  such  indifference  and 
coldness  exists,  what  chance  would  such 
a  society  have  to  live  ? 

Wc  take  occasion  once  more  to  declare 
that  Lancaster  is  not  given  over  to  the 
idea  that  she  and  she  only  should  be  the 
home  of  this  Society.  She  remembers 
her  big  but  younger  brother,  Reading, 
over  in  Berks  county.  She  is  not  un¬ 
mindful  of  her  comely  sisters,  Lebanon, 
Allentown,  1l  ork  and  Norristown,  each 
one  willing  to  welcome  the  Pennsylvania 
German  Society.  Where  it  will  ulti¬ 
mately  go  the  Pennsylvania  Germans 
will  themselves  ultimately  decide.  If 
it  does  not  go  to  Philadelphia  the 
reason  that  will  most  influence  that 
decision  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
found  in  the  Inquirer's  efforts  to  draw 
it  there  by  belittling  all  the  other 
localities  that  have  been  suggested. 
Even  now  we  are  willing  to  accord  to 
Philadelphia  a  respectful  hearing  and 
we  hope  she  will  show  her  disinter¬ 
estedness  by  sending  a  good  delegation 
to  the  meeting  in  this  city  on  the  15th  of 
April  next. 

WARFEli  &  GEIST,  Publishers. 


MONDAY  EVENING.  MARCH  9,1891. 


PRIDE  OF  ANCESTRY. 


PENNSYLVANIA  GERMANS  AT  WORK. 

The  Committee  Meet  in  This  City  and  Pre¬ 
pare  a  Call  to  Their  Fellow  Citizens  of 
German  Ancestry  —  Preparations  for 
the  Meeting  on  the  15th  of  April. 


This  morning  the  committee  provided 
for  in  a  resolution  passed  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  of  descendants  of  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans,  held  in  this  city  on  February  26, 
met  for  business.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men  composed  the  committee  :  Dr.  W. 
H.  Egle,  Harrisburg ;  Hiram  Young, 
York;  Theodore  Scbmauk,  Lebanon; 

I  George  F.  Bear,  Esq.,  Reading  ;  F.  R. 

|  Diffenderfler,  Lancaster. 

All  the  members  were  present  except 
Mr.  Bear,  from  whom  a  telegraphic  dis- 
[  patch  was  received  stating  that  an  unfor-  i 
I  seen  circumstance  at  the  last  moment 
prevented  his  presence. 

After  a  thorough  exchange  of  views  the, 
following  call  was  resolved  upon, addressed  ! 
to  the  descendants  of  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  throughout  the  State. 

People  who  will  take  no  pricle  in  the  noble 
achievements  of  remote  ancestors,  will  never 
achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered 
with  pride  by  remote  descendants.— Macau- 
lay. 

To  the  descendants  of  the  early  German  and 
Swiss  settlers  in  Pennsylvania,  whereso¬ 
ever  dispersed. 


At  a  preliminary  conference  of  decend- 
ants  of  the  early  German  and  Swiss  set-  j 
tiers,  held  at  Lancaster,  on  the  26th  of  ‘ 

;  F ebruary,  it  was  resolved  to  call  a  meet- 
ing  on  the  15th  of  April  1891,  to  organize  a 
Pennsylvania  German  Society. 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  de- 
:  scendants  of  these  people  should  asso¬ 
ciate  themselves  in  memory  of  those 
who  ‘‘made  the  wilderness  blossom  as 
the  rose,”  to  show  to  the  offspring  of 
other  nationalities  that  they  are  not  be¬ 
hind  them  in  any  of  the  attributes  which 
go  to  make  up  the  best  citizens  of  the 
best  State  in  the  best  Government  of  the 
world.  In  the  art  of  printing,  in  the 
realm  of  science  and  letters,  in  religious 
fervor,  in  pure  statesmanship,  in  war  and 
in  peace,  the  Pennsylvania  German- 
Swiss  element  has  equalled  any  other  race. 

It  has  long  been  everywhere  recognized 
by  the  descendants  of  the  early  American 
colonists  as  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  effect  organizations  of  the  character  . 
we  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  searching 
out  and  preserving  all  ancestral  records  ;  f 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  their  fore- 
fathers  into  such  recognition  in  ihe  eyes 
of  the  world,  and  especially  of  their  own 
children,  as  they  deserve;  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  the  friendly  and  fraternal 
spirit  that  should  exist  between  those  in 
whose  veins  the  same  blood  flows  ;  tor 
the  purpose  of  lifting  history,  now  un¬ 
noticed  or  unknown,  into  honor;  and, 
very  particularly,  for  the  purpose  ot  pre¬ 
serving  to  posterity  the  old  public 
records,  landmarks  and  memorials  which 
in  another  generation  will  have  entirely 
disappeared. 

The  co-operatien  of  our  fellow  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  is  hereby  cordially  in¬ 
vited  in  this  movement  and  they  are 
earnestly  requested  to  be  present  in  the 
city  of  Lancaster  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.,  on 
the  15th  day  of  April,  and.  we  ask  them  to 
use  their  influence  to  secure  the  presence 


iscencliints  of  our 
the  meeting  may 


esenta 
common  ancestry, 
i  prove  a  great  success, 

W.  H.  KGLF,  M.  D.,  Dauphin  county, 

MAURICE  C.  EABY,  Dauphin  county, 

■E.  VV.  S.  PARTHEM9RK,  Dauphin  county, 
JOHN  S.  STAIIK,  Lancaster  county, 

R.  K.  BUKHULL,  Lancaster  county, 

J,  MAX  HARK,  Lancaster  county, 

II.  A.  BRICKENSTEIN,  Lancaster  county, 

E.  O.  LYTE,  Lancaster,  county, 

F.  R.  DIFFENDERFFER,  Lancaster  co., 
GEO.  F.  BEAR,  Berks  county, 

T.  C.  ZIMMERMAN,  Berks  county, 

EDWIN  ALBRIGHT,  Lehigh  county, 

A.  R.  HORN  E,  Lehigh  county, J 
JEItE.  A.  HESS,  Northampton  county, 
PAUL  deSCHWEINITZ,  Northampton  co., 
E  II.  RAUCH,  Carbon  county, 

HIRAM  YOUNG,  York  county, 

THEODORE  SCHMA UK, Lebanon  county, 

L.  L.  GRUMBINE,  Lebanon  county, 
GRANT  W  KID  MAN,  Lebanon  county, 

8.  P.  HEILMAN,  Lebanon  county, 

F.  K.  LEVAN,  Luzerne  county, 

JULIUS  F.  SACHS,  Chester  county, 
JAMES  A.  BEAVER,  Centre  county, 
BENJAMIN  WHITMAN,  Erie  comity, 
BOYD  CUMRINE,  Washington  county. 

C.  P.  HUMRICH,  Cumberland  county, 

S.  W.  PENNPACKER,  Philadelphia. 

A  Ideal  committee  was  also  appointed 
who  will  have  charge  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  coming  meeting  on  April 
14th. 

A  number  of  distinguished  gentlemen 
were  agreed  upon  to  prepare  papers  and 
addresses  to  be  delivered  at  the  coming 
meeting. 

After  making  arrangements  for  the 
proper  distribution  of  the  above  call  and 
transacting  a  considerable  amount  of 
other  miscellaneous  business  the  com¬ 
mittee  adjourned. 
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THURSDAY,  MARCH  12,  1891. 


A  QUESTION  OF  SITE. 

The  war  over  the  location  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  Society  goes  merrily  on  and 
there  is  little  indication  that  it  will  soon 
stop.  Lancaster  has  arrogated  to  herself  the 
right  to  draw  all  men  unto  her,  and  it  very 
much  looks  as  if,  having  gotten  the  society, 
she  proposed  to  keep  it.  In  spite  of  the  fact 


that  there  are  thousands  of" lineal  descend¬ 
ants  of  the  original  settlers  In  Philadelphia 
— howbeit  but  few  of  them  can  converse  in 
the  mellifluous  nasal  dialect-that  character¬ 
izes  Lancastrians — the  Lancaster  papers 
and  people  have  seemed  to  take 
it  for  granted"  that  all  the 
more  important  components  of  the 
society  that  is  to  be  dwell  immediately  under 
their  eaves.  Having  appropriated  the  so¬ 
ciety  they  may  still  appropriate  the  name 
too,  and  the  Lancaster  German  Society 
may  yet  be  the  title  by  which  it  shall  be 
known. 

The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  has  pointed 
out  that  “historical! y,  sentimentally,  geo¬ 
graphically,  numerically  and  practically” 
Philadelphia  is  the  proper  place  for  the  so¬ 
ciety’s  headquarters.  It  speaks  with  a 
great  deal  of  reason.  Yet  for  the  nonce  we 
are  willing  to  waive  all  considerations  of 
sentiment,  we  will  dismiss  all  argument  as 
to  numbers  and  even  draw  a  veil  over  the 
little  matter  of  history.  It  is  the  geograph¬ 
ical  and  practical  considerations  that  most 
concern  the  Times,  as  the  representative  of 
Bethlehem  and  Northampton  County.  If 
Lancaster  is  to  be  the  seat  of  the  much-de¬ 
sired  Pennsylvania  German  Society,  the 
Bethlehems  and  Northampton  County  will 
be  virtually  out  of  it.  So  too  will  Allen¬ 
town  and  Lehigh  County.  Monroe  and 
Carbon  Counties,  also,  may  as  well  be  left 
out  of  account.  They  may  be  represented, 
but  it  will  be  very  feebly.  From  this  part 
of  the  state  to  Lancaster  and  back  is  a  two 
days’  journey.  It  will  be  impossible  for 
anyone  to  leave  here  in  the  early  morning 
and  reach  Lancaster  at  the  time  set  for  the 
April  meeting  for  organization,  10  a.  m. 
Whether  Bethlehemites  and  Allentonians 
travel  by  the  East  Penn,  via  Beading,  or 
the  North  Penn,  via  Philadelphia, it  is  along 
1  and  tedious  journey.  In  the  former  case 
:  one  must  brook  a  weary  delay  in  Beading.  In 
the  latter  he  must  traverse  the  city  from 
;  the  Ninth  and  Green  station  to  Penn  Square, 
without  even  faint  prospects  of  making  con- 
;  nection.  Lancaster  people  may  regard  this 
i  as  a  trifling  matter.  Bethlehem,  Allentown 
and,  we  may  adtl,Maneh  Chunk  and  Strouds¬ 
burg  people,  who  would  like  to  join  the 
ranks  of  the  new  association,  look  upon  it 
quite  differently. 

Without  doubt  York,  Dauphin  and  Lan¬ 
caster  Counties  will  be  well  represented  at 
tlie  Lancaster  meeting.  Berks  and  Lebanon 
may  be  also.  But  Philadelphia  and  the  coun¬ 
ties  near  the  eastern  border  will, we  feel  con¬ 
fident,  respond  but  scantily.  Lancaster  is 
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too  far  away.  It  is  too' “ungel-at-abl^  lt 
is  too  much  in  the  backwoods.  Philadel¬ 
phia  is  readily  accessible  within  two  or  three 
hours  or  less  to  every  town  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Dutch  district.  Or,  if  an  interior 
town  must  be  chosen,  Reading  is  far  more 
centrally  located.  Even  Harrisburg,  by 
reason  of  good  railroad  facilities,  is  more 
easily  approached. 

We  do  not  want  the  society  here.  This  is 
not  the  place  for  it.  Nor  does  Allentown  or 
Mauch  Chunk  want  it.  But  we  all  want  to 
be  present  at  its  meetings  and  join  in  its 
work.  If,  however,  it  is  to  be  located  in  Lan¬ 
caster  or  Diffenderfer  Crossroads  our  towns 
will  have  to,  for  the  most  part,  beg  to  be 
excused. 
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THE  VERNACULAR. 

Some  weeks  since  the  Report,  in 
explanation  of  the  general  misconcep¬ 
tion  of  the  character  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  German  people  that  is  prevalent 
abroad,  and  the  persistence  with  which 
they  have  been  either  historically 
ignored  or  misrepresented,  mentioned 
several  reasons,  one  of  them  being  the 
ract  that  they  did  not  come  as  colonists 
representing  the  dignity  and  power  of 
a  foreign  government,  but  as  individual 
settlers;  and  secondly,  as  they  grew  in 
prosperity,  influence  and  importance 
and  began  to  make  an  impression  upon 
public  affairs,  and  especially  as  they 
began  to  speak  English  their  more 
conspicuous  national  characteristics 
disappeared  and  they  were  themselves 
often  glad  to  escape  being  looked  upon 
as  Dutchmen.  We  mention  to-day  a 
third,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  perhaps 
the  principal  reason  for  the  wide- 
spead  prejudice  that  has  long  existed, 
the  persistence,  namely,  with  which 
they  have  clung  to  the  vernacular. 
As  some  have  been  eager  to  repudiate 
their  German  ancestry  and  connec¬ 
tions,  so  others  have  tried  to  show 
their  loyalty  by  upholding  their  lan- 
guage  with  a  tenacity  and  a  zeal 


I  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  and  insisting 
that  it  is  just  as  good  a  language  as  the 
English,  or  any  other.  Now  it  appears 
to  us  that  it  is  not  a  question  whether 
Pennsylvania  Dutch,  or  even  classical 
High  German,  is  not  as  good  or  a  bet¬ 
ter  language,  than  the  English.  That 
I  does  not  enter  into  the  present  case, 
i  It  is  not  a  question  of  merit  between 
the  two  languages  at  all.  We  have  no 
fond  dreams  of  perpetuating  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  our  fathers  in  this  country. 
We  do  not  share  the  mistaken  notion 
1  that  to  promote  it  in  the  household,  in 
business,  in  society  and  in  the  pulpit, 
would  be  to  the  credit  and  honor  of 
our  people,  or  that  a  literature  may  be 
fostered  and  raised  in  Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  English  is  our  National  lan¬ 
guage,  the  language  of  trade,  of  the 
courts,  the  legislature,  the  schools, 
the  press  and  the  pulpit,  and  can  never 
be  permanently  or  extensively  sup¬ 
planted  by  any  other ;  and  a  literature 
to  reach  and  influence  the  people  of  a 
Nation  must  be  written  and  published 
in  the  language  of  the  Nation.  Con¬ 
versely,  a  people  that  are  hampered 
and  handicapped  by  a  strange  and 
provincial  language  must  lag  behind 
in  the  Nation’s  progress  ;  they  are  in  a 
,  measure  disqualified  from  taking  part 
in  Governmental  affairs  ;  they  are  re¬ 
tarded  in  the  development  of  the  germs 
of  literary  genius  without  which  a  peo¬ 
ple  cannot  grow;  they  are  insulated 
and  cut  off  from  the  electric  currents 
of  the  Nation’s  life.  And  so 
we  would  urge  the  imperative  need  of 
acquiring  on  the  part  of  our  children 
a  perfect  mastery  of  the  English  tongue 
— not  a  hog-English — not  a  hybrid, 
provincial  nondescript  speech  consist¬ 
ing  of  English  words  badly  pronounced 
and  German  idioms  badly  crippled, but 
the  pure,  correct  and  grammatical 
language  of  classical  English  litera¬ 
ture.  This  does  not  mean  that  we 
must  repudiate  our  German  ancestry, 
nor  turn  renegade  to  our  birth-right 
and  traditions.  It  is  not  a  mere  differ¬ 
ence  in  language  that  makes  Dutch¬ 
men,  Scotchmen,  Englishmen,  Spani¬ 
ards,  Jews  and  Gentiles,  but  the 
deeper  difference  of  race,  of 
character,  national  training,  climate 
and  religion.  It  does  not  even 
i  imply  the  universal  abandonment  of 
j  the  Dutch  language,  since  for  most 
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pie  it  is  almost  as  easy  to  speak  two 
three  languages  as  it  is  to  speak  one. 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Butch  and  the  ability  to  use  it 
readily— only  as  a  secondary  accom¬ 
plishment  however — and  always  in 
strict  subordination  to  the  national 
language,  is  certainly  not  without  its 
advantages.  For  many,  the  hallowed 
memories  of  childhood  cling  to  it,  and 
it  opens  with  but  little  elfort  the  won¬ 
ders  of  German  literature,  the  wisdom 
of  German  philosophy  and  the  wealth 
and  beauty  of  German  poetry.  We 
would  not  part  with  our  Pennsylvania 
Dutch  and  its  associations  for  money  ; 
and  we  deprecate  its  use,  not  in  the 
abstract  as  a  language,  but  only  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  national  environment  of 
our  people— only  in  so  far  as  it  stands 
in  the  way  of  their  advancement.  If 
used  at  all  in  this  country  it  must  hold 
a  subordinate  place  to  the  English. 
English  first,  Dutch  second.  Only  he 
who  has  a  complete  command  of  good 
English  has  any  right  to  use  the  Dutch 
at  all.  If  it  stands  in  the  way  of  a  cor¬ 
rect,  pure,  precise  and  proper  English 
— if  it  hinders  our  educational,  polit¬ 
ical,  social  or  literary  progress  to  that 
extent  must  it  be  discarded. 


E  i 


The  quaint  Pit  Sehweffelbrenner  has 
taken  to  writing  poetry.  He  says  in 
his  weekly  letter  to  the  Mauch  Chunk 
Democrat  that  he  has  often  before  been 
tempted  to  allow  bis  literary  bent  to 
lead  him  into  the  alluring  field  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Dutch  poetry,  and  has  often 
expressed  this  inclination  to  his  wife 
“Bevvy,”  and  now  that  an  unexpected 
opportunity  has  presented  itself,  he 
concludes  to  pitch  in.  He  confidingly 
admits  that  he  found  the  excellent 
piece  which  he  has  written,  called 
“  ’S  unnersht  ’S  evversht  Land,”  in  the 
Lebanon  Report,  but  cautions  his  wife 
not  to  expose  him,  and  perchance  he 
might  succeed  in  posing  before  the 
learned  professors  and  doctors  of  the 
law,  divinity  and  medicine,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  German 
Society  about  to  be  organised,  as  a 
poet.  At  any  rate,  if  any  one  asks  her 
whether  he  wrote  it  himself  she  is  to 
say — “Yes— to  be  sure— anyhow  that  is 
nobody’s  business !” 
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THE  N  AME  AGAlT 
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The  Maueh  Chunk  Times  is  (usually 
right,  but  for  once  we  think  it  has 
made  a  mistake.  It  accuses  those  per¬ 
sons  who  talk  of  a  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
man  Society  as  being  too  “tony”  to 
use  the  word  “Dutch.”  Now  why 
Germans  are  any  , Tomer”  than  Dutch, 
or  why  if  descent  from  an  old  Dutch 
family  is  not  a  mark  of  distinction  the 
"oysters  and  Van  Rensselaers 
should  be  among  New  York’s  400,  we 
are  at  a  loss  to  see.  “Dutch”  seems  to 
us  not  at  all  a  term  of  opprobrium. 
But  neither  can  we  see  why  that  word 
should  be  applied  to  the  people  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  of  whom  the 
great  majority  are  descended  from 
German  ancestry.  The  man  who  comes 
from  Germany  is  a  German  ;  the  man 
who  hails  from  Holland  is  a  dutchman. 
The  introduction  of  the  German  word 
“deutscher”  only  tends  to  breed  con¬ 
fusion.  We  believe  the  Pennsylvania 
German  Society  has  been  well  named. 
Times. 

great  deal  said  to  this 
preliminary  meeting  held 
uauuasuei  last  month  when  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  a  name  for  the  society  was 
under  discussion.  Let  it  be  boihe  in 
mind  that  the  Society’s  name  has  not 
yet  been  chosen.  Some  papers  talk  as 
though  that  point  were  settled,  j  On 
the  contrary  it  is  entirely  open,  No 
name  has  yet  been  adopted  for  the 
simple  reason  that  no  one  as  yet  hfr,d  a 
right  to  adopt  one.  That  question  will 
be  open  for  discussion  on  April  l)>th. 
All  that  was  done  was  to  agree  upon  a 
name  to  be  used  in  formulating  a  call 
for  organization.  The  matter  of  a 
name,  to  be  sure,  is  of  some  import¬ 
ance,  and  accuracy  in  the  choice  of 
name  is  one  of  the  principal  considera¬ 
tions.  We  would  not  be  understood 
as  expressing  a  preference  for  the 
word  Dutch  instead  of  German,  and, 
on  the  whole,  we  incline  to  the  view 
that  the  “Pennsylvania  German  So¬ 


ciety”  is  the  best 
organization. 

More  than  that. 


for  the  new 
are!  quite  pro- 
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nounced  in  the  feeling  that  the  at¬ 
tempted  comprbmise  on  the  word 
Deutsch  is  simply  intolerable.  But  we 
cannot  forbear  expressing  the  thought 
that  our  brethren  are  not  strictly  cor¬ 
rect  in  insisting  that  Dutch  simply  de¬ 
notes  things  Hollandish. 

Historically,  to  be  sure,  it  is  applied 
to  the  people  of  Holland,  but  words 
i  live  and  grow,  like  other  living  things, 
as  the  student  of  philology  well  knows, 
and  to  our  mind  the  present  significa- 
|  tion  of  the  word  Dutch,  from  almost 
j  universal  usage,  is  synonymous  with 
Teutonic. 

It  is  well  known  that  it  is  used  in  a 
broad,  generic  sense  to  designate  any¬ 
thing  of  Teutonic  origin.  As  one  of 
the  gentlemen  remarked  at  the  pre¬ 
liminary  meeting,  the  German  popula¬ 
tion  of  any  city  is  designated  by  all 
others  as  “the  Dutch.”  A  German  is 
called  a  Dutchman  wherever  he  goes, 
among  English  speaking  people— 
ignorantly  or  derisively  it  may 
be,  nevertheless  that  is  the 
fact ;  so  that  it  seems  to  us 
the  word  Dutch  has  gradually  broad¬ 
ened  in  meaning  and  acquired  a  new 
sense  that  released  it  from  its  terri¬ 
torial  restrictions  and  in  great  meas¬ 
ure  stripped  it  of  its  character  as  an 
epithet  of  reproach;  that  from  the  mere 
designation  of  a  Teutonic  species  it 
has  come  to  have  a  generic  signification 
wide  as  the  modern  sense  of  the  word 
Teutonic  itself.  In  support  of  this  view 
we  have  the  authority  of  that  jolly, 
but  withal  learned  philosopher,  his¬ 
torian  and  most  illustrious  of  Dutch¬ 
men,  Diedrich  Knickerbocker.  Hear 
what  he  says:  “Noah,  who  is  the  first 
sea-faring  man  we  read  of,  begat  three 
sons,  Shem,  Ham  and  Japhet.  Authors, 
it  is  true,  are  not  wanting  who  affirm 
that  the  patriarch  had  a  number  of 
other  children.  Thus  Berosus  makes 
him  father  of  the  gigatic  Titans; 
Methodius  gives  him  a  son  called 
Jonithus;  and  still  others  have  men¬ 
tioned  a  son  named  Thuiscon  from 
whom  descended  the  Teutons,  or 
Teutonic  or  in  other  words  the  Dutch 
nation”  (History  of  New  York);  show¬ 
ing  that  as  far  back  as  the  days  of 
Washington  Irving,  at  least,  Dutch 
was  used  synonymously  or  inter¬ 
changeably  with  Teutonic.  And  there- 
fore  Dutch  denotes  a  genus  of  which 
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Low  Dutch  or  Hollanders,  and  ~Ger- 
mans  are  simply  species,  just  as  spar¬ 
rows  and  swallows  are  both  birds. 

j  PENNSYLVANIA  GERMANS. 

The  unanimity  with  which,  without 
previous  conference,  a  number  of 
prominent  representatives  of  the  press 
recently  agitated  the  subject  of  organ¬ 
izing  a  Pennsylvania  German  society 
is  remarkable  ;  and  the  fact  that  with¬ 
in  a  month  past,  two  meetings  of  rep¬ 
resentative  Pennsylvania  Germans 
have  been  held  in  the  city  of  Lancas¬ 
ter,  preliminary  to  permanent  organi¬ 
zation,  resulting  in  the  calling  of  a  con- 
ventmn  to  that  end  to  meet  at  Lancas¬ 
ter  April  15,  shows  how  rapidly  the  lau¬ 
dable  project  is  taking  form.  Let  us 
hope  that  the  movement  will  culminate 
not  merely  in  securing  for  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Germans  what  has  been  so 
long  and  so  unjustly  denied  them— 
their  proper  place  in  history,  etc.,  but 
in  the  creation  of  a  new  and  deeper  in¬ 
terest  m  the  preservation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  dialect  itself;  so  that  it  may 
|  not  only  hve  as  long  as  possible,  but 
while  it  lives  enjoy  at  least  something 
like  uniformity  and  consistency  of  or¬ 
thography  and  pronunciation ;  so  that 
^  h;ace>  though  limited 
j  subordinate  it  may  be,  in  our  liter- 

Apropos  to  the  subject  is  a  reference 
to  an  excellent  publication  bv  Prof 
Learned,  Ph.  D,  of  the  Johns  Horn 
kins  University  entitled,  “  The  Penn¬ 
sylvania  German  Dialect,”  from  part  T 
:  of  which  (article  V. )  EnJliebSSa”; 
the  following  is  taken  :  “A  word-bv- 
word  examination  of  these  the  follow- 
j  mg  results  : 

Rauch’s  Hand-Book . . .  fgOQ  ,11® 

Harbach’s  Harf  {glossary; . .  ’®45  i T 

i  Fischer’s  Alt  Mankhaus  .. .  ”  2  ill 

Fischer’s  KntizwJ  im  Zeitferfreib.  f 983  21 

In  Fishers’s  “  Alte  Zeite,”  a  poem  of 
j  some  323  seven-lined  strophes,  there 
are,  according  to  my  count,  only  318 
unquestionably  English  words  (includ- 
;  mg  a  large  number,  such  as  “Awful  ” 
j  Potato,”  “Cottage-Cheese,”  which 
I  have  P.  G.  equivalents,  Schreklich 
Grumbere,  Schmirkes,  and  are  con¬ 
sciously  regarded  as  intruders,  inas- 
l  much  as  the  author  writes  them  in 
italics.)  Fisher’s  P.  G.  translation  of 

Sf  RlV“Iet>”  “Kurzweil  uu 
Zeitfertreib,  pp.  135  gn  contains 
circa  600  P.  G.  words  and  no  English! 

This  is  remarkable  as  showing  the 
|  ?aPacity  of  the  dialect.  In  order  to 
illustrate  the  proportion  of  English  in 
Fisher’s  prose  were  chosen  two  selec- 
tions.  The  first  is  the  Forwort  to  his 
Kurzweil  un  Zeitfertreib,”  containing 
about  500  words,  in  which  the  English! 

occurs  twice,  “Juscht 
and  Nau  ’  once  each,  and  the  possible! 
English  “Flint”  in  the  expression  “mei  I 
! p lint  zue  Picke.”  The  second  prose! 


HeoSffe-Khe^ml W. 
om-resDondence)  in  which  lie  discusses 
p  G  orthography,  vocabu.ary  and 

fames.  In  the  prose  portion, 
Eta  3M  words,  thinly  Eogllsh 

W  IiigWingtta  (so-called)  P.  G.  Irons- 
lationJf Bryant’s  “Rivulet,”  as  a  fair 
specfmen  o/the  ‘.capacity  of  the  dia¬ 
lect  ”  Professor  Learned  (no  doubt un 
infrontionallv'i  gives  both  the  transla- 

W°mSsclipieficW>  init  jedem  koemche  Sand, 
tin  dn  erfrischt  des  durschtig  Lan  , 


sie  fliekt’ 

Un  in  die  Ewigkeit  hinzitgt. 

Die  selbe  suesseToene, docn. 

Die  doer  ich  wie  m  Kindheit,  nocu. 

Die  selbe  Blume  wachse  hier,  . 

wiett  f fm’s  ‘ Vellche  bluett : 

Ki3»,Ss,‘ass»ei.'A 

Der  Wassersenft,  der  leebt  un  schweeo  , 
Der  Foeel  in  dem  schoene  Dhaal, 

Der  sin|t  so  suess  wie  jenes  MaaL  _ 


UiAVJia  A**.****** 

-York  Dispatch, 


It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Pan-Tina 
Cough  and  Consumption  ^^d^when  all 
Se’ 8ffiti°2feS^Sc“ts.  Trial  bottles  j 
free  at  Dr.  Geo.  Ross  &  Co.,  Druggis  -- 
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PLACE.  / 

The  Bethlehem  Times,  Reading  Times, 
Mauch  Chuuk  Democrat  and  Lebanon  Re¬ 
port  all  agree  with  the  Philadelphia  Irt- 
quiver ,  in  the  words  of  Editor  Rauch,  that 
“  Philadelphia  is  der  recht  plotz  for  head¬ 
quarters”  for  the  Pennsylvania  German 
Society.— Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

It  is  true  that  prior  to  the  prebmin- 
inary  meeting  the  Report  did  declare 
in  favor  of  Philadelphia  as  the  best 
place,  all  things  considered,  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  and  headquarters  of  the 
Pennsylvania  German  Society.  Our 
reasons  for  this  preference  were  in  no 
way  sentimental,  but  looked  simply  to 
the  practical  success  of  the  undertak¬ 
ing.  To  select  any  interior  point  we  felt 
would  make  it  more  difficult  of  accom¬ 
plishment.  It  would,  notwithstanding 
all  disadvantages,  we  would  hope,  at- 


tractall  suf  &  asTivef^e  project  TO  | 
oughly  at  heart,  who  are  interested  m 
it,  an  1  who  are  willing  to  go  to  a  little 
trouble,  sacrifice  and  expense  for  its 
success.  The  selection  of  an  intern 
point  would  offer  but  the  si^e  object 
to  induce  men  to  come ;  while  the 
State’s  metropolis  would  furnish 
many  opportunities  to  persons  in 
terested ?  in  the  movement  but  i 
Xse  business  mi^ht  not  permit  them 
To  devote  to  it  a  special,  out  of  the  way 
trip  to  kill  two  or  three  birds  with  one 
’  Se.  We  say  we  felt  the  force  of 
this,  but  the  time  for  speaking  on  this 
point  passed  with  the  fixing  ,  fcU 
place  for  organization,  and  ^^futde 
to  make  objections  now.  It  would 
show  a  better  spirit,  instead  of  offering 
criticisms  and  discouragement  at  this 
early  stage,  just  to  turn  m  with  sleeves , 
robed  UP  to  work  for  the  most  success- 
M  consummation  of  the  enterprise. 

T  ancaster  mav  have  manifested  signs 
rfCTttat  do  not  exactly  commend 

to  the  world  her  character  xor  modesty, 

t  we  are  sure  even  Philadelphia  can 
afford  to  forgo  her  claims  if _  the  rest  o 
the  State  can,  in  the  interest ^of  the  < >ne 

glorification,  tat  ««  *«<»  ho  I 

ment  that  is  very  dear  to  t  | 

;r  r  "r 

MrogLfto  iS  the  credit  oMrtdog 
the  initial  step  In  this  movement. 


:] 


THE  RECORD. 


Philadelphia,  April  IS,  1891. 


On  Wednesday  a  Pennsylvanian  Ger¬ 
man  Society  will  be  organized  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  moving  spirits  in  this 
proper  and  timely  undertaking  will  as¬ 
semble  in  the  city  of  Lancaster  to  lay  the 
foundations.  Pennsylvania  is  what  it  is 
largely  by  reason  of  the  conservative, 
industrious,  honest,  peace-loving  infu¬ 
sion  of  German  immigrants  who  helped 
to  make  it  and  mold  it.  The  new  society 
should  take  immediate  rank  with  the 
other  great  societies  of  Puritans,  Irish¬ 
men,  Scotchmen  and  Englishmen,  who, 
duly  remembering  the  loins  from  which 
they  sprang,  do  not  forget  in  recalling 
,  whence  they  came  their  loyalty  to  the 
country  in  which  they  live. 


ght4$emt3*ato*m' 

dux 

fUV a  Tear,*  Atones. 


J.  B.  H  OFFER.  Editor, 

mophtj  OY • 


SATURDAY,  APR  18.1B91. 
The  Pemisylvajua  German  Society. 

Between  one  and  two  hundred  gentle¬ 
men  from  different  sections  of  the  State, 
who  are  of  German  or  Swiss  descent, 
met  in  the  Court  House  at  Lancaster  on 
Wednesday  to  permanently  organize  a 
society  whose  object  is  the  collection  and 
preservation  -  of  the  history  and  geneal¬ 
ogy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans. 
Members  are  classed  as  regular,  associate 
and  honorary. 

The  following  delegates  representing 
their  respective  counties  were  present. 

Berks— George  F.  Baer,  George  C. 
Heckman,  Thomas  C.  Zimmerman,  Sam- 
ual  A.  Baer,  H.  A.  Muhlenberg,  M.  L. 
Montgomery,  Amos  Reiff. 

Carbon — E.  H.  Rauch. 

Chester— Julius  F.  Sachse,  Israel  W. 
Urner. 

Clearfield— P.  S.  Weber 
Cumberland— Christian  P.  Heinrich. 
Dauphin— Dr.  W.  H.  Egle,  Hon.  David 
Momma,  Paul  A.  Kunkel,  Benj.  M.  Nead 
Morris  C.  Eby,  E.  W.  S.  Parthemore, 
Franklin — Franklin  Keagy. 

Lebanon — L.  L.  Grumbine,  Dr.  E. 
Grumbine,  Dr.  J.  R.  Heilman.  John  W. 
Mish,  A.  Hess,  Henry  S.  Heilman,  Jac. 
H.  Redsecker,  Jacob  A.  Shindel,  Grant 
Weidman,  George  B.  Shock,  Rev.  F.  J.  F. 
Schantz,  Rev.  T.  E.  Schmauk,  B.  Frank 
Hean,  C.  Shank. 

Lehigh — A.  R.  Horne,  Dr.  A.  J.  G 
Dubbs,  T.  H.  Diehl,  Lion.  E.  Albright,  E. 
A.  Neisser. 

Luzerne— F.  K.  Leyan. 

Montgomry— Rev.  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  J. 
N.  Faust,  Samuel  Gross,  Mathias  Schei- 
leigh. 

Northampton— J.  F.  Beitels,  Rey.  Paul 
de  Schweinitz,  Rev.  C.  D.  Levan,  Hon. 
Jeremiah  S.  Hess. 

Philadelphia — Rudolph  Blankenberg, 
Dr.  Oswald  Seidensticker,  Louis  Wagner. 

York-— Henry  L.  Fisher,  A.  Hiestand 
Glatz,  Hiram  Young,  Jos.  S.  Keagy. 
Westmoreland— J.  J.  Biener. 


Lancaster— J.  L.  Steinmetz,  Rev.  Dr.  J 
S.  Stah'r,  C.  Musselman,  Rev.  J.  Max 
Hark,  Rev.  Chas.  L.  Frey,  Carl  Thorbahn 
F.  R.  Diffenderffer,  Walter  M,  Franklin, 
S.  P.  Bowman,  S.  M.  Sener,  E.  K.  Martin! 
J.  W.  B.  Bailsman,  R.  Iy.  Buehrle,  Rev. 
D.  W.  Gearhard,  Rev.  Dr.  Theo.  Appel, 
H.  E.  Slaymaker,  E.  A.  Becker,  J.  B, 
Warfel,  M.  J.  Brecht,  Win,  D.  Weaver, 
A.  C.  Reinoehl,  city,  Geo.  H.  Richards 
Isaac  L.  Bauman,  Columbia ;  Esaias 
Billingfelt,  Adamstown ;  Christian 
Keneagy,  Samuel  Keneagy,  Strasburg . 
Isaac  Bushong,  Bird-in-Hand  ;  I.  S.  Qejst' 
Marietta  ;  W.  L.  Hershey,  Chickies  ;  Rev! 
John  P.  Stein,  Millersville;  Peter  Hershey 
Leman  Place;  A.  0.  Newpher,  Millers- 
yille  ;  G.  H.  Ranck,  New  Holland  ;  J.  R. 
Hofier,  Mount  Joy;  W.  L.  Hershey, 
Landisville ;  John  G.  Zook,  Lititz ;  Geo. 
Hepp;  Capt.  J,  R.  Bricker,  Licitz  ;  W.  J. 
Kafroth,  West  Dari ;  Rev.  A.  B.  Saylor, 
West  Earl  ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebacker! 
Columbia ;  Abram  Summy,  Marietta ;  J. 
Lincoln  Hertz,  Lexington  ;  J.  L,  Brandt, 
Marietta  ;  Rey,  S,  M.  Reeder,  Elizabeth¬ 
town  ;  Daniel  Herr,  Pequea ;  A.  J.  Kauff¬ 
man,  Columbia. 

Among  those  present  at  the  convention 
was  M.  D.  Larned,  assistant  professor  of 
German  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Unjversity 
of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Permanent  officers  were  chosen  as 
follows : 

President,  Dr.  W.  FI.  Egle,  of  Harris¬ 
burg. 

Vice  Presidents,  Hon,  Edwin  Albfight, 
Allentown,  and  H,  A.  Muhlenberg,  Read¬ 
ing. 

Secretary,  F.  R.  Diffenderffer, 

Treasurer,  Julius  F.  Sachse,  Berwyn. 
Executive  Committee— Rev.  J.  Max 
Hark,  Lancaster ;  Lee  L.  Grumbine,  Leb¬ 
anon  ;  H.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Reading ;  E. 
Winfield  Scott  Perthemore,  Harrisburg ; 

E.  H.  Rauch,  Mauch  Chunk;  Hon.  J.  S. 
Hess,  Hellertown  ;  Judge  S.  YV.  Penny- 
packer,  Philadelphia;  Z.  C.  Weiser,  D.  D., 
East  Greenville;  C.  P.  Hummerich, 
Carlisle ;  A.  Hiestand  Gantz,  York. 
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GERMANS  ORGANIZE. 


DELEGATES  FROM  FIFTEEN  COUNTIES 
MEET  AT  LANCASTER. 


Ad«2re*s  of  George  S’.  Baer,  K»q _ a 

Constitution  Adopted  and  Permaueut 
Officers  Selected— Permaueut  Head¬ 
quarters  Offered  the  Society, 


The  convention  for  the  organization  of  a 
Pennsylvania  German  Society  convened 
yesterday  forenoon  in  the  Court  House  at 
Lancaster.  The  delegates,  representing 
Berks,  Carbon,  Chester,  Clearfield,  Cum¬ 
berland,  Dauphin,  Franklin,  Lancaster, 
Lebanon,  Lehigh,  Luzerne,  Montgomery, 
Northampton,  Philadelphia,  Weetmore- 
land  and  York  counties,  were  called  to 
order  by  Dr,  W.  H.  Egle,  State  Librarian, 
of  Harrisburg,  after  which  the  Lancaster 
Mmnnerchor,  under  th8  leadership  of  Prof. 
Carl  Matz,  rendered  three  selections. 

A  temporary  organization  was  effected 
by  the  election  of  Hon.  George  F,  Baer,  of 
this  city,  as  president.  On  taking  the 
chair  President  Baer  called  on  Rev.  Paul 
de  Schweinitz,  of  Bethlehem,  to  cffer 
prayer. 

E.  K.  Martin,  Esq.,  followed  with  an 
able  and  eloquent  address  of  welcome,  to 
which  President  Baer  responded,  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


PRESIDENT  BAER’S  ADDRESS. 

On  behalf  of  the  descendants  of  Pennsylvania  i 
Germans,  it  is  nay  duty  to  make  a  hrief  response  > 
to  the  hearty  welcome  extecded  to  us  by  the  citi- 
zens  of  Lancaster,  here  in  X  an  caster  county,  the  I 
garden  spot  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  made  i 
such  by  the  energy  and  thsi.'t  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Germans.  It  is  suprising  that  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  work  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  should  be  so  incomplete.  Some  attach 
the  blame  to  the  New  England  historians,  that 
they  do  not  understand  the  position  of  the 
Pennsylvanians.  Are  we  not  to  blame  ?  Have 
we  not  been  indifferent  to  the  general  order 
around  us,  when  we  recall  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  one- 
half  of  the  population  was  German?  There  are 
p  oud  records  of  the  prepara'  ions  and  defense 
of  the  Government  in  1776.  You  must  remem¬ 
ber  that  this  was  an  English  colony.  You  must 
recall  the  fact  that  the  Germans  who  came  here 
had  no  ability  to  speak  the  English  language 
and  were  without  the  customs  and  thought  of 
English  people.  They  came  to  olear  the  way 
and  establish  themselves  homes.  The  report 
which  they  made  to  their  ft  lends  at  home  in¬ 
duced  others  to  come,  and  this  caused  Logan  to 

flux?  fVtaf.  G!r.  trrwtri  w— .  - .  -  - 1  1  i  ®  .  .  . 


fay-sthat  “these  Saxons  would  do  what  they  did 
In  ^  and— overthrow  the  Government  itself.  * 

v » ,  fr  Ov  4L  J  1 1  rr>7. _ i  ... 


TuF  *  JJier  has  said,  “They  have  made  it  what 
K  ^  so-  facts  exist  that  the  Federal 
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£  “.was  established,  but  the  historian 
n  »  V-.  who  was  accountable  for  it.  The 
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A  not  understand  the  controversy 
V'  led  on  in  a  narrow  way,  which 
see.  It  was  a  vain  attempt  to 
onies  to  their  allegiance  to  the 
laws  that  were  ^passed  were 
jf  the  Parliament  The  Gov- 
flished  to  throw  jthe  colonies 
ition  of  the  kin2  Petitions 
r’  *5®  ^ng,  as  inhere  was  a 
sen  Parliament  rrnd  king. 
'oAdays  the  Pennsylvania  Ger 


be  English  speaking 

hem  e’ectedtp  the  Gen- 


era]  Assembly.  The  Colonial  Cong 
Philadelphia,  trying  to  formulate  son 
allay  the  grievances  of  the  colony.  . 
vania  was  necessary  to  the  formation 
Union.  She  was  midway  between  the  t  ' 

It  would  have  been  useless  if  Penns’ 
would  remain  neutral.  Mark  the  st, 
which  went  on  here.  As  late  as  Move. 

L75.  the  Assembly  instructed  .delegates  n\. .  to 
vpte  for  separation  frem  Great  Britain.  How 
was  the  change  brought  about?  By  a  revolu- 
tionary  act  which  shook  Pennsylvania  from 
foundation  to  pillar,  and  it  was  brought  about 
solely  by  i Pennsylvania  Germans,  an  lit  oould 
i  not  have  been  done  without  their  aid. 

'  In  the  list  of  names  at  the  conference  that 
'  met  in  Philadelphia  you  for  the  first  time  meet 
names  of  men  from  the  States  of  Germany 
The  Germans  afterwards  petitioned  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  given  the  right  of  suffrage.  Then 
they  usderstood  that  there  was  a  mighty  band 
of  Teutons  here  who  were  ready  to  establish  t» 
hroa>.  land  of  The  Conference  paoteu, 

a  resolution  to  give  ihe  right  of  suffrage  at  the 
Conference  to  be  held  in  J.uly,  1776,  You  fine  1 
on  that  list  the  names  of  those  who  were  will¬ 
ing  to  vote  for  the  separation. 

It  is  absolutely  true  that,  as  parties  were  cop- 
Slituted  in  Pennsylvania  in  1776,  but  for  the 
fact  that  Franklin,  their  Representative,  was 
1  able  to  touch  the  spring  for  action,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  would  hot  have  joined  the  others  in  the 
struggle  for  independence.  Ever  after  through¬ 
out  the  whole  Revolution  these  same  Germans 
gave  it  their  hearty  support.  Men,  moans  and 
treasure  were  eonstantiy  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
authorities.  There  is  not  a  battlefield  of  the 
Revolution, -where  the  Germans  of  Pennsvl- 
vania  did  not  bear  an  honorable 
and  a  worthy  part,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  their  descerdania  have  settled 
throughout  the  West  and  have  given  it  its 
hearty  and  strong  population  and  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  among  the  best  in  the  land.  It 
is  high  time  that  we  should  lake  some  action 
to  scow  the  proper  place  in  history  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans  who  came  here  before  the  Revolution. 
They  have  stood  by  it  as  Americans,  and  we  do 
not  i  ntend  to  form  a  foreign  society.  As  Ameri¬ 
can”,  therefore,  I  charge  you  to  frown  on  any 
one  who  wishes  to  march  under  any  flag  but  the 
American.  We  have  enough  of  foreign  socie¬ 
ties  here  and  we  should  have  no  conflict  with 
these  other  societies. 

W  e  are  a  lUUe  slow,  but  we  are  sure  and  safe, 
and  in  th?  long  run  this  is  what  counts.  The 
Scotch  and  Irish  stood  by  us  in  the  conflict 
Which  I  have  described.  They  have  their  so¬ 
cieties  and  we  should  have  ours.  It  is  on  this 
account  we  have  come  together,  and  I  hope 
what  we  do  will  be  done  carefully  and  with  de¬ 
liberation,  and  that  what  we  do  i»%y  be  a 
monument  on  which  our  descendants  will  look 
with  honor  and  pride. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Drffenderffer,  of  Lancaster, 
was  elected  secretary.  The  local  com¬ 
mittee,  having  in  charge  the  preliminaries 
of  the  organization,  then  made  its  report 
through  Dr.  John  S.  Stahr,  chairman.  The 
committee  reported  a  constitution,  which 
was  read  by  Dr,  J.  Max  Haik.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  reading  two  committees 
were  appointed,  on  motion  of  Dr.  A.  R. 
Horne,  to  report  on  the  membership  feature 
of  the  constitution,  end  also  on  the  consti¬ 
tution  in  general.  The  comeaittees  named 
were : 

On  Membership— H  A  Muhlenberg,  Berks: 
Lev.  Dr.  p.  K.  Levan,  Luzerne;  Dr.  W.  H.  Egle, 
Dauphin;  Grant  Weidman,  Lebanon;  Samuel 
Grob,  Montgomery. 

On  Constitution— L  L  Grumblne,  Lebanon-  w 
L  Fisher  York;  J  E  Hess,  Noithempton;  Julius 
F  Sachs,  Chester;  Dr  A  R  Horne,  Lehigh. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  also  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  on  permanent  offic'  re: 

To  Name  Permanent  Officers— Rev  Dr  J  S 
Stahr,  Lancaster;  E  W  S  Partbemore,  Dauphin; 

H  A  Muhlenberg,  Berks;  Hiram  S  Youmr 
York;  J  H  Betif  ecker.  Lebanon.  ’ 
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Capt.  E.  E.  Rauch.  of  Mauck  Chunk,  |? 
then  delivered  an  address  in  Pennsylvania 
German  on  “De  Ulta  Un  Neia  Tzeita,” 
which  was  received  with  ranch  applav.se. 

The  address  of  Mr.  Thos.  C.  Timmerman, 
editor  of  the  T;ajjES,  will  be  found  else¬ 
where. 

At  the  afternoon’s  session  a  constitution 
was  adopted  and  the  following  officers  , 
elected:  President,  W.  H.  Egle,  Harris¬ 
burg;  vice  presidents,  Eoa.  Edwin  Al¬ 
bright,  Allentown;  H.  A.  Muhlenberg, 
Reading;  secretary,  T,  R.  D  ffenderffer, 
Lancaster;  treasurer,  Julius  Sochee,  ’ 
Berwin;  executive  committee,  Hr.  J.  Max 
Hark,  Lancaster,  S.  L.  Grurabine,  Leb¬ 
anon;  H,  A.  Muhlenberg,  Reading;  E. 

H.  Rauch,  Maueh  Chunk;  J.  8. 
Hess,  Hellertown  <  E.  W.  S.  Partzemore, 
Harrisburg;  Hon.  8.  W.  Pennypaeker, 
Philadelphia;  Rev.  G.  S.  Weiser,  East 
Greenville;  C.  H.  Pumeyeich,  Carlisle  ;  A.  j 
Hiestand  Glaatz,  York.  The  question  of 
a  permanent  home  for  the  society  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  executive  committee.  The 
Philadelphia  German  Society  proffered  the 
uee  of  their  building  for  the  society’s  head¬ 
quarters. 


THE  PENN  A,  GERMANS. 

THOMAS  C.  ZIMMERMAN'S  ADDRESS 
AT  LANCASTER, YESTERDAY* 


“Th«  Puritan  and  Cavalier— Why  Mot  The 
Penney Ivanta  GcimanT”  the  Theme 
of  ills  Address— The  Sturdiness  of 
The  German  Character. 


Below  will  be  found  the  address  in  full  of 
Mr.  Thomas.G.  Zimmerman,  editor  of  the 
Times,  as  delivered  by  him  before  the 
Pennsylvania  German  Sccie'y  in  the  Court 
House  at  Lancaster,  yesterday.  He  se¬ 
lected  for  bis  subject:  “The  Puritan  and 
Cavaiier — Why  not  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
man  ?"  He  said: 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  those  selected 
to  speak  at  this  meeting,  and  realizing  the 
discomforting  fact  that  the  words  of  Mer¬ 
cury  are  harsh  after  the  songs  of  Apollo,  it 
was  with  a  good  deal  of  misgiving  that  I 
accepted  the  invitation  of  your  committee 
to  say  anything  here  to-day.  Nor  could  I 
quite  understand  the  purport  of  this  invita¬ 
tion,  unless  it  was  iutendi  d  that  my  re¬ 
marks  should  add  dryness  to  the  otherwise 
sparkling  excellence  of  a  tempting  literary 
feast.  If,  therefore,  what  follows  herewith 
should  suggest  only  a  mere  passing 
whiff  of  that  fleeting,  fragrant  quality  of 
dryness  which  imparts  to  the  enlivening 
virtues  of  champagne  its  chief  zest,  I  shall 
be  satisfied. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  hope  it  may  go  bet¬ 
ter  w:th  you  than  it  once  did  with  Abraham 
Lincoln,  after  ho  had  been  shaken  up  in 
h:s  beat  in  .a  storm  in  Chesapeake  Bay. 


n 


When  he  complained  of  the  feeling  of  gas¬ 
tronomic  uncertainty  which  one  suffers  on 
the  water,  a  young  staff  officer  rushed  up 
to  him  with  a  bottle  of  extra  dry  cham¬ 
pagne  and  said:  “This  is  the  cure  for  that 
sort  of  an  ill.”  To  which  the  President 
made  answer  :  “No,  young  man,  I  have 
seen  too  rnauy  fellows  seasick  ashore  from 
drinking  that  very  article.” 

That  we  may  successfully  transmit  the 
historic  memories  of  oar  forefathers,  and 
preserve  their  traditions  aDd  records — just 
as  Greece,  in  letters,  “laid  her  hands  to 
transmit  an  Apostolic  succession  of 
memory  on  the  bowed  and  studious  head 
of  the  modern  world” — such,  I  understand, 
is  the  purpose  of  this  meeting. 

An  organization  with  such  an  end  in 
view,  cannot  fail  to  rescue  from  oblivion 
many  precious  memories.  Just  as  litera¬ 
ture  is  the  immortality  of  speech,  so  will 
the  collection  and  preservation  of  swiftly- 
receding  and  nearly-forgotten  events  be 
imbued  with  an  imperishable  life.  In  this 
way  will  be  recalled  the  pride  and  glory  of 
our  ancestral  virtues,  and  the  Records  of  as 
good  a  people  as  ever  grappled  with  the 
hosts  of  Cseaar  nr.d  marched  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  fhat  threw  its  shadow  ovsr  thrones  and 
armies,  be  saved. 

Years  ago—so  goes  the  story— a  Mar¬ 
shal  of  France  was  sneered  at  by  the 
haughty  nobles  of  Vienna,  who,  boasting  of 
their  long  line  of  descent,  refused  to  qs'so- 
i  ciate  with  him  because  of  his  humble  origin, 
when  he  said:  “I  am  an  ancestor;  you  are 
only  descendants.”  No  such  ignoble  pride 
pervades  the  Pennsylvania  Germans  of  to¬ 
day.  As  descendants  of  a  class  of  early  im 
migrants  whose  achievements,  although 
quite  as  important  as  those  of  their  more 
seif-assertive  brethren,  we  stand  here  proud 
of  our  ancestry,  humble,  patient,  unobtrn 
sive  though  it  may  have  been. 

It  is  not,  however,  a  one-sided  racial 
egotism  that  seeks  expression  here  to-day  I 
-_-no  assertion  of  self-superiority  vauntiog  I 
its  vanity  before  the  world.  Nor  is  the  oc-  j 
caaion  of  this  gathering  due  to  a  xa-kind-  i 
ling  of  the  spirit  of  liberty  that  had  its  in¬ 
spiration  in  the  patriotic  heart  of  Germany, 
which  centuries  ago  rushed  forth  out  of  the 
deep  repose  of  its  woods  like  the  breath  of 
thunder,  and,  ajnid  its  revealed  lightnings, 
lit  up  tije  popular  heart  with  an  ardof 
touched  as  by  Promethean  fire.  It  is 
rather,  the  recognition,  in  a  formal  way,  of 
the  work  of  our  forefathers  as  a  formative 
force  in  the  upbuilding  of  our  national 
system. 

The  descendants  of  theCavalier  and  Puri¬ 
tan,  of  the  Hijguenoi;  and  Netherlander, 
with  engaging  gallantry  and  fervid  elo¬ 
quence,  in  their  effort  to  preserve  a  sort  of 
historical  equilibrium,  never  grow  weary 
in  telling  the  story  of  their  virtues.  Apro¬ 
pos,  to-morrow  a  Scotch-Irish  Congress 
will  assemble  at  Louisville.  Ky.,  with  a  view 
B<>  doubt  to  effect  a  permanent  organisation 


rave,  shrewd,  sturdy,  liberty- loving 

’  i.  It  ipay  be  gratifying  to  know  that 
own  State  will  be  well  represented  there, 
ihe  descendants  of  this  noble  lineage,  as 
of  the  Puritan  and  Cavalier,  the  Huguenot 
and  Netherlander,  fully  realize,  as  they 
should,  that  great  deeds  cannot  die — that 
they  live  in  the  forms  and  in  the  language 
which  e^nt-irie?  cannot  efface.  As  with  our 
own  ancestry,  they  caine  iq  this  poqntrv 
“like  a  dawn,  wherein  a  beam  had  Blanted 
forward,  falling  in  a  land  of  promise,  where 
fruit  wojild  foiio\?.” 

For  almost  the  first  ilr^e?  in 
a  systematic  way,  the  Pennsylvania 
German  is  demanding  recognition 
for  the  part  he  took  in  the  great  national 
drama.  And  what  an  important  service  he 
rendered  in  laying  the  foundations  of  this 
Commonwealth  1  Said  a  brother  editor  of 
this  city  in  his  paper  recently:  “The 
Seotch-Irish  infiuecpe  has  been  stamped 
indelibly  on  our  institutions  and  the  fierce 
mastery  of  law,  organisation  and  nature. 
But  the  German— philosophic,  calm,  brave 
and  patient— has  been  building  noble  and 
imperishable  the  Eupsrgtpqefgre  of  Qijr 
greatness  upon  the  foundations  of  the  fore¬ 
fathers.” 

Cradled  into  freedom  by  hated  injustice, 
and  richly  dowered  with  conscience  and 
the  sterner  virtues  of  civilization,  our  fore' 
fathers  naturally  became  a  liberty-loving 
and  Christian  people.  Their  earnest  and 
hopeful  spirit,  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
upswelling  tide  which  marked  the  triumphs 
of  humanity,  iu  fierce  contrast  with 
the  spirit  of  languor  which  finds  its  cfii@f 
satisfaction  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasures  tfiat 
pither  cloy  with  their  sweets  or  elude  pos¬ 
session  ay  scop  as  grasped.  -  . 

|  “Xnd  where,  let  me  ask,  is  there  a  wor¬ 
thier  people?  No  golden  visions  haunt 
;  their  healthy  sleep,  nor  do  they  have  day- 
|  dreams  of  fortunes  made  by  doing  nothing. 

|  With  their  sturdy  character,  modest  de- 
meanor,  and  good,  quiet  citizenship;  mak¬ 
ing  progress  in  .every  path  of  life;  with 
their  simple  tastes,  and  contempt  -for  all 
forma  of  ostentation  and  extravagance; 
with  candor,  honesty  and  fair  dealing  as  the 
foundations  of  their  success  in  life,  what 
need  of  rhetorical  artifice  in  depicting  the 
full-rounded  manhood  of  these  people. 
They  are  of  a  kind  in  whose  estimation  al¬ 
most  any  honest  employment  is  more  re¬ 
spectable  than  idleness  or  ignoble  ease. 

As  with  the  German  immigrant  of  to¬ 
day,  so  with  the  Germans  who  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  in  the  early  days  of  this  conn- 
try.  1  hey  did  not  look  upon  the  United 
States  as  an  El  Dorado,  but  as  tho  best 
country  under  heaven  for  a  man  or  woman 
willing  to  work,  and  Germans  are  workers. 
They  had  heard  of  this  new  country,  with 
its  promise  of  fertility  and  loveliness  and 
enduring  treasures.  It  was  to  them  a  sort 
of  Elysium  whieh  had  long  been  prefigured 
in  the  chambers  of  a  delighted  expectane 
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d  with  high  hopes’and  aglow  with  a 
restless  energy,  the  lives  and  destinies  of 
these  people,  which  at  home  had  beau  har¬ 
dened  under  years  of  severe  discipline  and 
surrounded  with  scenes  of  disappointment 
and  joyless  stagnation,  were  upon  reaching 
our  shores  lifted  into  the  light  where  “para¬ 
dise  found  its  fancied  parallels;”  where  the 
earliest  glimpses  of  this  fair  land  must  have 
been  to  them  like  the  influence  of  the  pre¬ 
monition  of  a  first  passion,  when 

Every  bird  of  Eden  bursts 
In  carol,  every  bud  In  flower,” 

Typical  as  was  the  serene  and  wholesome  ! 
life  of  our  forefathers  when  they  came  over 
to  this  country,  the  same  pacific  conditions  | 
are  observable  in  much  of  the  life  of  their  j 
descendants  throughout  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  today.  What  a  picture  of  sweet 
content  is  that  described  by  Whittier  in 
“The  Pennsylvania  Pilgrim,”  where  he 
says  of  Pastorious: 

•Wad  even  to  tears  he  heard  the  robin  sirg 
a  H,  .?onK  of  welcome  to  the  western  spring, 
And  the  blue-bird  borrowing  from  the  sky  his 
wing. 

a  APd„when  the  miracle  of  autumn  came, 
i  ttie  woods  with  many-colored  flame 
Of  splendor, making  summer’s  greeuness  tame, 
Burned  unconsumed,  a  voice  without  a  sound 
Spoke  fco  him  from  each  kindled  bush  around. 
And  made  the  strange,  new  landscape  holy 
ground!  i 

♦  *  *  *  *  | 

Who  knows  what  goadings  In  their  sterner  way 
G  er  jagged  iee?relieved  by  granite  gray, 

JJiew  round  the  men  of  IMas^achuaetis  Bay? 

What  hale  of  heresy  the  east  wind  woke? 

W  hat  hints  of  pititess  power  and  terror  spoke 
In  waves  that  on  their  iron  coast-line  broke? 

B«L  it  as  it  may;  within  the  land  of  Penn 
The  secretary  yielded  to  the  citizen, 

And  peaceful  dwelt  the  many-c reeded  men,” 

Hegel  was  undoubtedly  right  in  declaring 
that  the  German  spirit  is  the  spirit  of  the 
new  world.  As  early  as  1790,  when  the 
total  population  cf  Pennsylvania  did  not 
exceed  435,000,  there  were  already  145,000 
Germans.  It  is  estimated  that  from  this 
stock  have  sprung  descendants  in  this 
Stite  to  the  number  of  1,200,000,  and  that 
within  the  past  seventy  years  about  4,600,- 
000  German  immigrants  have  come  to  this 
country — as  some  one  aptly  puts  it — “every 
man  of  them  with  four  hands.”  They 
came  from  every  part  of  Germany  and 
Austria,  and  they  were  of  all  trades  except 
those  of  gentleman,  idler  and  tramp. 

What  their  influence  on  the  wealth,  the 
development,  and  progress  of  this  country 
is,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  It,  however, 
forms  no  inconsiderable  part,  and  as  to  tbs 
future,  in  the  language  of  Andrew  IT  < 
White,  formerly  United  States  Minister  to 
Germany,  “the  healthful  element  of  Ger¬ 
man  thought  will  aid  powerfully  in  evolving 
a  future  for  this  land  purer  iu  its  politics, 
nobler  in  its  conception  of  life,  more  beau¬ 
tiful  in  the  bloom  of  art,  more  precious  in 
the  fruitage  of  character.” 

This  tide  of  immigration  continues  with 
unabated  flow.  Indeed,  owing  to  the  ab¬ 
normal  movement  of  German  population 
to  this  country,  agricultural  workers  have 
become  so  scarce  in  Germany  as  to  great!  v 
alarm  many  sagacious  German  economists. 


This  fact  will  be  the  more  apparent  when 
it  is  learned  that  during  the  past  year  the 
German  Government  established  a  news” 
pape*  whose  motive  is  the  diminution  of 
emigration  and  the  exploitation  of  the 
colonies.  So  eager  are  the  people  to  emi¬ 
grate  (I  quote  from  an  official  report  to  our 
State  Department)  “that  men  walk  100 
miles  by  devious  and  obscure  routes  and 
by  ways  to  escape  the  Austrian  gendarmes 
and  to  find  some  road  that  leads  to  the 
United  States.  “All  roads  no  longer  lead  to 
Rome”  says  this  official,  “but  all  highways 
and  seaways  lead  to  America,”  He  adds  : 
“No  one  who  has  lived  awhile  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  countryside  but  feels  anew  the  convic- 
tion  that  in  patient  and  painstaking  indus¬ 
try,  thrift,  and  the  serious  character  which 
is  anti- revolutionary  and  truly  civic,  the 
Germans  are  the  most  admirable  people  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.” 

In  many  portions  of  our  own  State  the 
descendants  of  the  Pennsylvania  German 
settlers  are  to-day  the  central  influence  and 
impelling  power  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  industrial,  commercial,  educational  and 
agricultural  activities.  They  are  not  only 
on  your  farms  and  in  your  workshops,  but 
at  your  bars,  in  your  pulpits,  in  your  col- 
leges,  in  your  newspapers.  They  have  be¬ 
come  teachers,  professors,  scientists, 
Judges,  Senators,  Congressmen.  Governors, 
— aye,  in  every  calling  in  life,  be  it  high  or 
low,  you  will  find  a  brilliant  array  of  men — 
descendants  of  ancestors  who  not  only  made 
this  portion  of  the  State  so  rich  in  historic 
reminiscence  and  Us  people  so  tolerant  of 
religion,  but  who  laid  deep  the  foundations 
of  a  stable  and  enduring  prosperity. 

Look  whereso’er  you  may,  you  will  find 
well  nigh  countless  evidences  of  German 
genius  and  German  skill,  while  along 
almost  every  artery  of  trade  are  felt  the 
quickening  currents  of  German  life.  The 
Germans  gave  to  this  country  much  of  the 
religious  conscience  that  pervades  the  com 
munity.  They  were  the  first  in  America  to 
protest  agaiust  human  slavery.  They 
printed  the  first  edition  of  the  Holy  Bible 
in  this  country.  They  issued  the  first  work 
on  the  philosophy  of  teaching.  At  Ephrata 
they  made  all  their  own  materials, 
possessed  their  own  plant  of  paper  mill, 
type  foundry  and  bindery.  The  colonial  | 
army  was  organized  by  Von  Steuben  a  Ger¬ 
man.  Washington’s  body-guard  of  fifty- 
seven  men  were  Germans.  The  drill" 
masters  of  the  Continentals  were  Germans. 
The  bloodiest  battle  of  the  Revolution,  for 
the  numbers  engaged,  was  fought  atOrisk- 
any,  N.  Y.  by  the  Palatine  Germans, 
headed  by  Nicolaus  Herkimer,  a  German. 
The  preaching  and  social  and  personal  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans — led 
off  by  Washington’s  baker-general,  Ludwig 
— did  more  to  decimate  by  desertion,  and 
weaken  by  enlightenment  the  ranks  of 
the  Hessians,  than  all  the  infantry 
bullets  or  artillery  balls  of  militia 
and  Continentals,  or  the  accidents  or 
sicknesses  of  war.  Daniel  Boone,  a 


man  of  German-American  stock,  was 
among  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to  penetrate 
the  wilderness  of  the  far  West.  German 
and  Swiss  industry  opened  the  forests  of 
Eastern  Tennessee.  In  Northern  Louisi¬ 
ana  German  and  Alsatian  settlers  were 
found  as  early  as  the  time  of  Louis  XV.  A 
German  Marylander,  Johann  Lederer,  was 
the  first  to  explore,  in  1669,  the  country 
west  of  the  Alleghenies.  A  German  made 
the  first  adequate  map  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  John  Zscger,  a  German  printer 
of  New  York,  was  the  father  of  the.  liberty 
of  the  press  of  this  country.  The  two  Con¬ 
rad  Weisers,  father  and  son,  were  the  first 
interpreters  of  the  Indians.  G6n.  Muhlen¬ 
berg,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  who  was  af¬ 
terwards  the  first  Speaker  of  Congress,  and 
his  illustrious  sire,  were  Germans.  A  Ger- 
man-American,  J.  L.  Hassler,  created  our 
coast  survey.  Two  Germans,  the  Roeblings, 

father  and  son,  planned  ahcTset into  execu- 
tion  the  great  Brooklyn  bridge.  The  iron 
railroad  bridges,  which  span  the  ravines 
and  rivers  of  this  continent, were  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  Wendell  Bollman,  a  German  of 
Baltimore.  The  father  of  the  canning  in¬ 
dustry  was  a  German,  William  Numaen,  of 
the  same  city. 

While  all  this  is  true  and  something  to 
be  proud  of,  but  little  can  be  said  in  favor 
of  the  perpetuation  of  the  Pennsylvania 
German  dialect.  In  other  words,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extraordinary  vitality  of  the 
vernacular,  which  has  survived  the  wreck 
of  centuries,  there  need  be  no  undue  solici¬ 
tude  about  its  gradual,  but  ultimate  disap¬ 
pearance  from  the  languages  of  the  earth. 
Its  somewhat  limited  capabilities  have  been 
fully  tested  by  Harbaugh,  Horne,  Fisher, 
Rauch  and  others,  all  of  whose  writings 
show  that  while  the  dialect  is  ample  for  the 
ordinary  needs  of  expression,  from  its  in¬ 
herent  limitations  it  lacks  compass  and 
flexibility.  But  the  compulsory  teaching 
of  English  in  our  public  schools  must 
eventually  displace  it  as  a  medium  of  in¬ 
tercourse,  even  in  this  section  where  its 
lodgment  has  been  so  deep-seated  and  its 
use  so  general. 

While  I  yield  to  none  in  reverence  |for 
the  associations  of  childhood — and  the 
Pennsylvania-German  dialect  is  interwoven 
with  every  warp  and  woof  of  my  early  days 
—and  while  admitting  the  value  of  the 
vernacular  as  a  help  to  the  understanding 
of  the  pure  German,  with  opportunities  for 
appropriating  something  from  its  storehouse 
filled  with  treasures  of  human  intelligence, 
it  is  notagrowing  indifference  to  its  meiits 
which  prompts  me  to  say  that,  in  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  living  tongues,  it  should  take  its 
place  as  a  purely  secondary  lingual  accom¬ 
plishment. 

Tenacious  as  its  life  has  been,  it  cannot, 
of  course,  lay  even  the  shadow  of  a  claim, 
as  can  the  dead  language  of  Rome,  which 
exists  only  by  sufferance  in  the  liturgy  of 
an  ancient  faith, to  be  “the  voice  of  Empire 
and  of  Law,  of  War  and  of  State;  breathing 


•Ae  world  and  not  the  tenets 


ole;  'nor  yet  like  that  of  Greece, 
4  jP®,  ®to  the  ear  like  Italian,  to 
o  mind  like  English;”  bat  it  has  proved 
ltsell  good  enough  for  the  social  and  buai. 
ness  intercourse  of  million*  of  people  for 
hundreds  of  years.  y  , 

And  now,  before  closing,  I  may  be 
nutted  to  express  the  hope  that  in  the 
pie  of  Good  Fellowship  the  Penns 
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German  will  hereafter  take  his 
honored  guest  between  his  more 
brethren,the  Puritan  and  the  C 
has  been  content,  heretofore,  < 
passing  glimpse  of  its  porta  Mr 
fied  to  leave  to  others/  il 
pleasures  of  the  feast,  whe  soothing  swirl 
viands,  its  solid  comfor'/cognate  fascina* 
of  its  music,  and  ail  (lent,  while  withdraw- 
tions  of  the  entert&:sweet  silence  of  reBtful 
ing  himself  to  f 

solitude.”  ^c|j  we  8e0)  or  B00m  to  see,  an 
Looking  £g0  spanning  the  centuries — one 
ethereal  b&aebes  supported  by  the  golden 
of  its  apjg  an(j  precious  memories  of  a 
traditi'incea(ry.  other  resting  upon  the 


Beep- laid  foundations  of 
reverence  and  affection  of 
geny.  Generations  of  dear 


an  undying 
a  grateful  pro- 
ones  are 

clasped  in  loving  embrace  across  the 
j  shadowy  structure,  aud  the  clasp  starts  au 
I  impulse  that  is  felt  along  the  line  of  the 
departed  years.  Although  the  farther  shore 
is  dim,  yet  across  “the  pulsing  stream 
!  there  are  lines  of  light”  by  the  aid  of  which 
!  the  imagination  maj1  behold  the  sainted 
splendor  of  sacred  shines  whereat  our  fore¬ 
fathers  syllabled  their  hopes  and  fears  in 
prayerful  petitions,  and  fond  fancy  linger 
lovingly  for  a  little  while  upon  the  pa¬ 
rental  nest  where  patriotism  and  valor  and 
all  the  domestic  virtues  were  tenderly 
nurtured,  and  where  frugality,  honesty 
and  sweet  content  had  their  habitation. 

Better  and  far  more  sacred  than  “the 
glowing  purple  of  Tyre,  the  gold  of  the  Ark, 
the  sapphire  and  ruby  of  Persia,  the  up- 
forgotten  spoils  of  ruined  Babylon,  that 
tinged  the  reveries  of  the  early  Christians 
as  they  slept  in  the  dens  of  amphitheatres, 
waiting  death,”  are  the  sainted  memories 
of  our  forefathers,  for  the  successful  trans¬ 
mission  of  which  we  have  organized  this 
day. 

May  the  mellow  music  of  those  golden 
memories,  like  redolent  breathings  from 
some  rarer  world,  sweep  with  its  invisible 
fingers  over  every  heart-string,  until  each 
responsive  chord  becomes  vibrant  with  the 
voluptuous  swell  as  of  some  divine  melody. 


PIT  SCHYVEFFELBRENNER. 

From  the  MaucH  Ctiunk  Democrat  . 

Pennsylvania  D41W-.li. 

Schifeeutown,  Martz  der  4t,  ’91. 

Mister  Drooker. — De  letslit  wuch 
hob  ich  g’mentioned  in  meim  breef  os 
ieh  im  sin  het  nock  Leukeshter  tzu 
gae  un  helfa  de  Pennsylvania  Deitsh 
Society  tzu  sktarta.  Well,  ick  bin  gonga 
un  ick  con  der  sawga  es  war  yuskt  about 
'n  gons  United  Shtates  fluey  company 
we  mer  dort  by  uouner  waura.  Un  wos 
denksht  now  os  mer  de  meeting  g’kalta 
ken?  Ick  wet  dick  ’n  gons  fessly  ful 

i  beor  os  du’s  net  gessa  conskt.  Ick  will 

der 's  sawga— es  war  net  m  so’rn  plotz 
os  we  ’n  waerts-honse,  odder  in  der  kin- 
ner  shtoop  fum  a  saloon,  awer  itn  a 
grossa  un  stylish  Pout  parlor  in  der 
wonung  for  anesfun  de fedderskty  porra 
— mit ’m  fineshta  sktore  carpet  uf  ’m 
budda,  grandy  pictures  on  der  wand  rum 
kenka,  un  de  shaina  sofas,  un  shteel  os 
aw  geld  gakuskt  hen,  un  piannas  un 
sheer  olles  os  mer  denka  con  for  grander 
sktyle.  Du  conskt  denka  ick  hob  aw  my 
hoot  ob  gadu  un  mick  onnag’knckd — un 
ich  con  der  aw  sawga  es  is  mer  a  \%en- 
nick  coryosefore  cooma  in  seller  com¬ 
pany  in  so 'm  a  plotz,  for  se  waura  aLl 
Professors  an  Duckters,  un  Kefferends, 
an  Editors,  un  Senators  un  nock  gor  ’n 
first  rate  gookicher  Elistower  Judge  fun 
der  Court.  Wei  ,  se  hen  aner  President 
•  fun  der  society  galect  un  aw  ’u  secretary. 
-Awer  wa&s  micb  abbordick  ferwoonert 
hut  war  os  tzu  sawga  gor  kae  wardt 
g’sawt  is  warra  in  goot  olt  Pennsylvania 
Deitsk  awer  olles  in  English.  Un  we  se 
de  society  gadawft  ken  mit ’m  a  nawma 
sin  se  back  ganga  ufs  Sckliffeltowner 
Pennsylvania  Dutch’  un  der  nawma  is 
now  Pennsylvania  German  Society.  Sell 
mich  a  wennicii  ferkootled,  un  ick  mus 
confessa  os  ick  ordlich  lonesom  g  feeld 
hob.  Awer,  ich  denk ’s  is  om  end  all 
reckt  we ’s  is,  weil  mer  evva  de  bisness 
g’runhcl  tien  In  English,  auus  iuu  .icijua 
Professors  huts  aw  explained  os  ’n  gros¬ 
ser  unnersheed  is  tzwiska  de  deitska 
d utckmenuer  un  don  bin  ick  tzu  der 
conclusion  cooma  ds  ich  bes^er  my  mowl 
halt  derweaga,  uivwe  de  meeting  ferbei 
war  bin  ich  evva  grawd  nuf  un  der  rail¬ 
road  un  hob  miok  in  der  shteam  ingine 
car  ni  g’huckd  pn  exactly  feer  shtooned 
,  ,  - rich  wijder  derhame  in 


Schliffeltown.  We  icb  der  Bevvy  olles 
fertzailt  hob  we ’s  war  hut  se  mer  tzu 
■  fers'utae  gevva  os  now,  sklderich’n  mem¬ 
ber  fun  so’n  hoch'awrtiche  German  So¬ 
ciety  bin,  un  nimmy  yuskfc  so  ’n  com¬ 
moner  Pennsylvania  Dutchman  set  ich 
nimmy  os  feel  ons  Kitzelderfers  rumm 
hucka  un  so  csmmoner  whiskey  nemma 
ous  der  schwartz  buttle,  un  or  ich  awen- 
nich^besser  aucht  uf  mlch  gevva  set  un 
proweera  rous  cooma  according  tzu  der 
shtyle  fun  so  kails  os  we  de  Professors 
un  de  Porra  un  de  Duckter  un  onner 
sorta  geutlemenner. 

De  Bevvy  h’t  recht,  awer  week  bleiva 
[funs  Kitzelderfers?  No  sirree.  Sell 
Kenna  se  mer  net  tzu  moota. 

PlT  SCHWEFFELBIIENNEK. 


|  not  for  the  looking  glass  and  the  almanac 
I  would  scarcely  know  that  I  was  over 
fifty.  I  walk  with  as  much  ease  and  elas¬ 


ticity 


as  ever,  but  endurance  fails. 


Rev.  A.  Wieting  Inquires  About  Old 
Friends  and  Associates. 

The  following  letter  explains  itself : 

Johnstown,  Fulton,  Co.,  N.  Y.,  ( 
March  3, 1891. 

Me.  M.  B.  Rambler,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Old  Friend — I  have  been  wanting 
for  some  time  to  hoar  from  old  Middle-  -4 
town,  but  could  not  determine  whom  I 
could  invoke  to  give  me  a  somewhat  f, 
lenghty  letter  and  the  general  state  of 
things  there.  The  last  correspondent  I 
had  from  there  was  Philip  Irwin.  It  is 
true  I  took  the  Journal  until  last  year,  Z 
but  that  did  not  give  me  satisfactory  in¬ 
formation.  It  is  true  I  learned  from  it  .Jr’ 
that  most  of  my  old  associates  and  j 
friends  had  dropped  off  one  after  the 
other,  so  that  I  scarcely  know  who  is 
alive,  and  so  I  have  venturned  to  address 
you.  I  would  like  to  visit  the  place  be¬ 
fore  I  join  those  who  have  gone  before, 
but  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  so  I 

(Vguvv  rw-t  now.  Mj  d-'n-r'Vte”  Ly.zi.'i _ 

I  constitute  the  family  at  home,  and  we 
moved  to  this  place  last  spring.  The 
boys  are  all  away.  The  oldest  living  is 
Orlando,  now  captain  in  the  army,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  San  Antonio,  Texas;  next  old¬ 
est  is  P.  A.  Wieting,  who  is  in  N.  Y. 
city,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  inter¬ 
national  young  men’-s  Christian  associa¬ 
tions;  the  youngest  is  Charles  Archibald,  > 
who  is  in  St.  Louis.  On  the  21st  of  June  ’ 
next  I  will,  if  Hive,  be  75  years  old.  My 
beard  and  head  are  entirely  whiter~atn?* 
Gm  crow- feet  in  my  thee  are  quite  pienti- 
^  n°k  feel  °ld.  and  if  it  were 


Johnstown,  and  Gloverville,  three  miles 
north  of  us,  are  the  great  centres  of  the 
glove  and  mitten  business.  Many  mil 
lions  of  dollars  worth  of  gloves  and  mit- 
*  tens  are- manfactured  here  yearly.  The 
f  skins  are  all  tanned  here. 

Middletown  iaa*gio tin,  uuubied 
itself  since  I  left,  and  many  new-comers 
entered.  I  found  the  last  few  years  I 
took  the  “Journal,”  that  most  of  the 
\  names  mentioned  were  new-comers.  I 
I  think  Jacob  Rife  was  living  yet  when  I 
I  stopped  the  paper,  but  is  hardly  alive 
v  now.  Jacob  and  Joseph  Nisiey  are  alive 
I  aQd  I  presume  Joseph  Brestle  and  Levi 
Hummel  and  John  Heppich.  Michael 
Lowman  and  his  sister  Maria  were  living 
1  think  a  year  ago,  and  I  do  not  remem-  j 
ber  of  hearing  of  the  death  of  George 
Rodfong;  if  living  he  must  be  pretty  old. 
And  I  do  not  remember  of  seeing  the 
death  of  John  Benner.  He,  if  alive, 
must  be  old.  James  Young,  of  course, 
is  alive.  Joseph  Campbell,  William  Mc¬ 
Clure,  Samuel  Kiefer,  Dr.  Laverty, 
Lewis  Hemperly  and  tbe  McCreary 
brothers  are  all  alive,  I  think.  I  do  not 
recollect  the  death  of  old  Mrs.  Ross, 

I  though  she  may  have  passed  away;  but 
her  daughter  Kate  and  the  older  oue, 
who  married  a  doctor,  are  living;  or  were. 
Who  lives  on  fhe  hill,  in  the  house  I  sold 
to  George  Crist?  I  saw  Wier  Wiestling 
some  years  ago,  and  he  said  that  Crist’s 
youngest  daughter  and  a  bachelor  broth¬ 
er  lived  together  there.  Does  Geo.  Fish¬ 
er  still  live  in  Middletown  ?  Then  there 
were  Cntsons  and  Etteies,  and  many 
others  whom  I  cannot  name  now.  Well, 
it  will  soon  be  twenty-five  years  since  I 
moved  away  from  Middletown.  There 
is  no  one  living  there  now  with  whom  I 
could  not  shake  hands  with  a  gush. 

I  don’t  think  of  anything  more  to  in¬ 
quire  about.  Give  me  a  good  letter  in 
return,  and  if  you  have  not  the  time  let 
jour  good  wife  write  me  a  long  one,  for 
she  was  capable,  and  is  yet  I  guess,  and 
make  the  old  man’s  heart  glad. 

With  love  and  esteem  for  yourself  and 
wife,  I  am,  yours  affectionately. 

A.  Wieting. 

P.  S,—  Remember  me  kindly  to  al 
former  acquaintances. 


PIT  SCHWEFFELBRENNER. 

From  the  Muon  Onunk  Dm ocrat. 

Pennsylvania  Deltsrh. 

Schiffeltown,  Mart-z  der  17t,  ’91. 

Mister  Drooker.  -—Forges'.!  ter  owet 
waura  ich  un  der  Solakl  upper  un  der 
Sam  Schnitzler  by  nonner  on  don  is 
ebbas  g’sawt  warra  weaga  ’m  olfc  John  j 
Bomberger  os  doh  fergonga  g’shtorwa  is 
un  der  Solakl  unper  hut  bahawpt  os  in 
sina  yunga  dawga  bet  der  Bomberger 
ennicher  onnerar  nion  beata  kenna 
graws  maia  mifc  der  deitsh  sens — for  sel- 
lamobls  hen  de  lest  nix  g’wist  fun  mai- 
machinea  g’rnnnd  mifc  geil.  Ich  con 
mich  selwer  noch  druf  b  sinna  uf  de 
deitsha  sensa,  for  my  dawdy  hut  ainy 
g’hot  we  ar  ols  nous  is  gonga  sltaffa  in 
derhoyat,  un  we  ich  uf  den  waig  now 
on  de  deitsha  sensa arinnert  bin,  hob  ich 
de  notion  in  der  kup  grick’d  for  a  wen- 
nich  ebbas  os  we  ’n  shtick  poetry  shreiva 
derweaga,  un  now  doh  gaits: 

MAIA  MIT  DER  DEITSHA  SENS, 

In  unsera  tzeit  gaits  maia  goot 

Mit  der  Mai-machine  un  shmarta  geil; 

Es  gait  ahead,  itn  besiita  moot, 

Grawd  weg’smeerd,  doch  net  in  ’bordich 

eil. 

’Skusht  net  mia  os  in  olta  tzeit, 

Doch  du’fc ’s  de  bisness  goot  un  shmart; 
Mit  yusbt  a  pawr  gadinghta  leit. 

Drum  so  ’n  machine  is  aw  feel  waerdt 
Awer  so  war ’s  net -in ’d  olta  tzeita 
Weg’maidis  warra  mit  deitsha  sensa; 

’S  is  hardter  gonga  os  shaS  geil  rida 
Odder  im  shodda  bucks  uf  ’d  pushta 
fensa 

Es  wor  aw  uftmohls  ordlic  tuff 
Un  eg  hot  se  maucha  shwitza; 

Naigsht  morya,  wann  dawges  lie  t  is 
cooma 

Waura  all  le  karls  widder  uf  ’m  plotz — 
Un  yeader  hut  si  sens  ganurama — 

On’d  dengelshtuck,  dort  uf  ’m  klutz 
Un  Yeader  don  but  sens  gadengled, 

Klup,  klup,  klup,  un  so’n  gakiepper 
Mer  hut  sheer  g’maind  es  bet  godoonert 
Om  frees  morya  belles  wetter. 


Wann  yeader  sens  gadengled  war 
Don  all  ins  bouse  ons  morya  essa, 

Plenty  dort  war  uf ’m  dish,  gor  nix  rawr 
Un  yeader  hut  sich  aw  ful  gessa. 

Don  widder  nous  ins  feld  for  shaffa 
\  All  hands  goots  moots,  for  lobbich 
shwetza. 


Un  shpossich  si,  un  peifa,  singa,  laueba, 
Don  ni  ins  feld  un  sensa  wetza. 

D’no  ons  maia — now  boova,  luss’d  eich  ni 
Hock’d  now  nidder  ei  un  nidder  ous— 
Mind,  des  maia  mus  fershtonna  si 
Un  doe  g’maid  fun  nvva  aw  bis  unna 
nous —  - 

Awer  wo  sin  all  de  leit  fun  sella  dawga 
Os  g’maid  hen  mifc  de  deitsha  sensa? 

De  trowrich  whorafc  luss  uns  sawga— 

Im  Kserrich  hof,  der  landing  plotz  for 
alia  mensha. 

PIT  ScHWEFFEL BRENNER. 
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GERMANS  FORM  A  SOCIETY. 

Tlte  Descendants  if  Germs  Ancestor#  In* 
ritrd  to  Jota  In  ebe  Project. 

Recently  a  meeting  was  held  In  Lancaster 
of  Pennsylvania  Germans  to  make  prelimi¬ 
nary  arrangements  for  forming  a  German 
State  historical  society.  The  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  formulate  a  call  for  a  meeting  for 
permanent  organization  met  Tuesday.  Dr. 
Wi  H.  Egle  of  Harrisburg,  the  noted  his¬ 
torian,  was  one  of  the  numoer,  and  Rev.  F. 
K.  Levan  of  this  city  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  following  cal): 

“To  the  descendants  of  the  early  German 
and  Swiss  settlers  in  Pennsylvania. 

At  a  preliminary  conference  of  descend¬ 
ants  of  tne  early  German  and  Swiss  settlers, 
held  at  Lancaster  on  Feb.  26,  it  was  re¬ 
solved  to  call  a  meeting  on  April  15, 1891,  to 
organize  a  Pennsylvania  German  Society. 
It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  descendants 
of  these  people  should  associate  themselves 
in  the  memory  of  those  who'mada  the  wilder¬ 
ness  bloteom  as  the  rose,’  to  show  to  the  en¬ 
suring  of  other  nationalities  that  they  are 
not  behind  them  in  any  of  the  attributes 
which  go  to  make  up  the  best  citizens  of  the 
State  in  the  best  government  of  the  world. 
In  the  art  of  printing,  in  the  realm  of 
science  and  letters,  in  religious  fervor,  in 
pure  statesmanship,  in  war  and  in  peace, 
the  Pennsylvania-8  wiss  element  has  equaled 
any  other. 

“It  has  long  been  everywhere  recognized 
by  the  descendants  of  the  early  American 
colonists  as  a  matter  of  great  importance  to 
effect  organizations  of  the  character  we  pro¬ 
pose;  for  the  purpose  of  searching  out  and 
preserving  ail  ancestral  records,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  bringing  their  forefathers  into  such 
recognition  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  es¬ 
pecially  of  their  own  children,  as  they  de¬ 
serve;  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the 
jo  json3  b  sum  joieumiea  seumf  ‘sin 
•otaoq  poninjea  suq  ‘ueutraiog 
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PENNSYLVANIA  GERMANS. 

jETINGI  IN  HARRISBURG  TO-DAY 

olcomed  by  tHe  Harrisburg  Mem¬ 
bers  at  Y.  M.  0.  A.  Hall. 


Che  Peensyiv^  Geman  Society  held 

first  annual  meeting  : ^  ^ 

at  L— r 

Sowman,  Aanville,  Ely,Lancaster; 

HcNulty  Stauffer,  ^J01Sturg; 
lolpff  Friedench  Kellgr, 

William  Anthony  Edward 

£•  A,Sirr  Gabriel  Hiester.Har- 

Wm  Luther  Gorgas,  Harrisburg; 

?“■  hffss1  ssss. 

Hi  !*ZS5 

rank  Muhlenberg,  Lancaster ;  Levi  Re  •, 
ancaster. 

Morning  Session. 

President  William  Hen? '  Egk ,  eaUecl 
ae  society  to  “So  offered  a 

S3SS& 

&nrSet?inHS«  e,0- 
luence  and  cordiality. 

•  Postmaster  Meyer’s  Address 
Gentlemen:  In  the  name  of  the  p 
of  Harrisburg  I  give  you  a  cordial 


I 


come.  It  is,  indeed,  in  accordance  with 
the  fitness  of  things  that  your  society 
should  meet  at  the  Capital  of  the  noble 
Commonwealth  which  your  ancestors  as¬ 
sisted  in  founding,  which  has  been  reared 
in  great  part  by  the  industry,  thrift  and 
intelligence  of  their  children  and  which 
gives  you,  in  turn,  the  appellation  that  dis¬ 
tinguishes  you  as  the  representatives  of  a 
peculiar  people.  Besides,  here  you  find 
yourselves  in  the  midst  of  descendants 
of  the  first  German  settlers  of  the  State, 
many  of  whom  still  use  the  Pennsylvania 
German  dialect  in  the  market,  in  the  store, 
in  the  ordinary,  every  day  transactions 
that  may  be  accomplished  by  word  of 
mouth,  and  who  speak  no  other  tongue  in 
their  families  and  homes.  While  this  is 
the  case  only  to  a  limited  extent  in  the 
city  of  Harrisburg,  it  is  largely  the  rule  in 
the  rural  districts  adjacent.  You  have, 
therefore,  the  double  welcome  of  the  gen¬ 
erous  and  hospitable  people  of  the  city  in 
general  and  particularly  of  those  among 
them  who  are  united  to  you  by  a  common 
ancestry,  common  traditions  and  a  com¬ 
mon  dialect. 

It  has  been  said  that  history  has  ne¬ 
glected  the  sufferings,  trials  and  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  first  German  settlers  of 
Pennsylvania.  This  is  true  in  the  sense 
that  the  historian  has  failed  to  record  them 
as  differentiated  from  those  of  other  early 
settlers  belonging  to  other  races  of  people. 
But  the  story  of  their  privations,  their 
fortitude  and  their  patriotism  is  blended 
with  that  of  the  other  elements  of  the 
composite  people  which  formed  the  base 
of  the  grand  structure  of  American  nation¬ 
ality.  Repressed  by  a  hostile  legislature, 
denied  the  privileges  of  citizenship  for 
many  years,  accorded  no  rights  except 
the  right  to  pay  taxes  which 
began  with  a  tariff  laid  upon 
their  persons  when  they  left  the  ships 
that  brought  them  over,  the  first  German 
settlers  could  not,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
supply  their  adopted  country  with  either 
political  or  military  leaders.  Nor  did 
they  leave  the  Fatherland  to  seek  power 
and  glory  in  the  savage  wilderness  to 
which  they  emigrated.  They  forsook  their 
native  country  and  braved  the  perils  of 
the  deep  in  search  of  land  where  they 
might  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience.  Their 
landing  was  not  made  dramatic  by  the 
tossing  of  their  ships  on  a  rock-bound 
coast.  History  has  not  so  recorded  it,  nor 
has  it  been  so  celebrated  in  poesy.  Yet  the 
verses  that  have  made  the  “Landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth  Rock”  familiar 
as  a  twice-told  tale  to  every  school  boy  in 
the  land,  might  have  been  appropriately 
written  of  the  debarkation  of  the  first 
German  settlers  of  Pennsylvania. 

“  Not  as  the  conquerer  comes. 

They,  the  true-hearted  came, 

Not  with  the  roll  of  the  stirring  drums, 

Or  the  trumpet  that  sings  of  fame. 

What  sought  they  thus  afar  ? 

Bright  Jewels  of  the  mine  ? 

The  wealth  of  seas,  the  spoils  of  war  ? 

They  sought  a  faith’s  pure  shrine." 

Verily,  they  were  men  of  peace,  the 
ancestors  of  ours.  They  bore  the  stir; 


and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune  with 
resignation  and  humility.  But  they 
loved  freedom  more  than  they  hated  war. 
When  the  tocsin  of  liberty  sounded  they 
sprang  to  the  call  and  though  enfran¬ 
chised  just  in  the  nick  of  time  they  gave 
an  account  of  themselves  in  the  war  for 
independence,  which  makes  them  an  in¬ 
disputable  place  in  history  on  the 
patriotic  side  of  that  grand  and  glorious 
contest.  While  only  a  few  of  them  ap¬ 
pear  conspicuously  in  the  records  of  the 
revolution,  we  find  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  containing  many  Ger¬ 
man  names,  while  in  the  provincial  con¬ 
vention  of  1775,  held  at  Philadelphia, 
which  approved  the  conduct  and  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Continental  Congress,  appeared 
as  delegates  from  Pennsylvania  such  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  German  settlers  as  Has- 
senclever,  Melcher,  Ludwig,  Schlosser, 
Kuhn,  Graaf,  Hay,  Schultz,  Levan,  Gehr, 
Kechlein,  Arndt  and  Weitzel.  After¬ 
ward  the  political  as  well  as  the  military 
annals  of  Pennsylvania  were  made  lumin¬ 
ous  with  the  splendor  of  the  services  of 
citizens  of  German  extraction. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  a  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  German  literature  is  impossible,  be¬ 
cause  a  mere  dialect  cannot  produce  a  lit¬ 
erature.  This  is  likewise  true,  but  rather 
because  the  Pennsylvania  German  dialect 
is  provincial  or  local.  If  it  could  be  gen¬ 
eral,  or  national,  it  would  necessarily  burst 
the  chrysalis  of  the  dialect  and  become  a 
full-fledged  language.  But  the  barrenness 
of  its  vocabulary,  rendering  necessary  the 
importation  of  many  words  from  other 
tongues,  limits  its  use  to  communities 
which  either  discard  literary  refinement  or 
seek  it  in  the  prevailing  language  of  the 
country.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  how¬ 
ever,  that  representative  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  have  contributed  something  to  the 
up-building  of  American  literature.  Eng¬ 
lish  as  well  as  Pennsylvania  German 
verse  the  genius  of  the  lamented  Harbaugh 
shines  with  unfading  lustre.  “  ’8  Alt 
Schulhaus  an  der  Krick,”  “Haemweh,” 
and  “  Lah  Bisness,”  are  as  familiar  to  the 
descendants  of  the  Palatines  as  “Tam 
O  ’  Shan  ter  ”  to  the  admirer  of  Burns, 
Moore’s  Irish  melodies  to  the  sons  of  Erin, 
or  Longfellow’s  “Excelsior  ’’  to  the  aver¬ 
age  American.  Among  historians  Rupp 
and  Egle  represent  Pennsylvania  Germans 
very  creditably,  and  if  humorists  may  be 
admitted  to  the  company  of  the  immor¬ 
tals,  “Pit  Schweffelbrenner  ”  is  sure  to 
find  a  place  among  their  number.  So, 
while  there  is,  indeed,  no  possibility  of  a 
distinctive  Pennsylvania  German  litera¬ 
ture,  Pennsylvania  Germans  are  not  with¬ 
out  representation  in  |the  literature  of  the 
country.  „  , 

If  time  permitted  an  interesting  study 


of  the  admixture  of  German,  Irish,  Scotch, 
English  and  other  races,  which  is  now  the 
type  of  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  State  and  of  other  States  of  the  Union 
might  be  presented.  Some  of  us  present 
here,  for  instance,  might  legitimately  be- 
’ong  to  a  society  representing  the  first 
'  settlers  and  yet  not  lose  our  identity 


as  descendents  of  the  first  German  set-  j 

tiers  But  I  have  already  digressed  too 

2Sch  from  the  purpose  for  wbiSL  toe 

appeared  before  you.  Again  I  extend  to  | 
you  a  most  sincere  and  hearty  welcome. 
y  Mr.  Meyers’  warm  welcome  was  ieceivea 
with  hearty  applause^  followed  by  t 
address  of  President  Egle. 

Dr.  jEgle’s  Address. 

Gentlemen:  There  is  so  much  to  be 

told  of  the  early  history  of  the  German 
and  Swiss  settlement  m  Pennsylvania, 
that  vou  would  naturally  expect  me  to 
!  narrate  some  of  the  more  interesting  and 
vet  little  known  of  the  facts  bearing  upon 
and  Sting  to  that  people  who  have 
given  to  our  great  Commonwealth  so 
much  of  its  industry,  wealth  and 
which  is  better,  its  good  name.  I  teel, 
however  that  in  the  light  of  recent  at¬ 
tacks  made  by  blundering  liietorianlW 
sensational  newspaper  scribblers,  the  name 
prominent  of  the  errors  concerning  not 
only1  our  ancestry  but  ourselves,  should  be 
commented -upon  It  ^  true,  the  Pe  - 
svlvania-German  does  not  need  any 
fense  vet  in  this  age  of  literary  culture 
and  educational  advantages,  the  leading 
events  in  our  history  deserve  a  proper 

^Itris  not  my  province  to  enter  into  a  f  ull 
narration  of the  causes  which  led  to  he 
early  emigration  of  the  peoples  fiom -the 
PalatinateT  and  the  vine-clad  Mil sof 
Switzerland,  to  this  new  found  land  of 
America.  Suffering  fro  in  political  perse¬ 
cution,  hounded  by  the  mmmns^of  an  in¬ 
fatuated  religious  crusade  they  found  the 
doors  wide  open  which  led  to  the  wihL  ot 
Pennsylvania,  and  towaids  the  close  o 
the  seventeenth  century  the  Mghway  of 
the  Atlantic  was  crowded  by  them,  in 
vited  by the  hospitable  Proprietary  they  i 
Intered  eagerly  and  hopefully  upon  the 

lands  offered  them.  They  came  no  j 
empty-handed,  as  some  would  have >  you 
believe — they  were  not  the  paupers  of  the 
Oid  World-but  the  well-to-do-some 
even  with  titled  honors— yet  the  multi¬ 
tude  with  the  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts, 
with  energy  and  industry  in  their  muke- 
up  with  lifgh  hopes  and  expectat  ions  that 
here  there  were  freedom  of  religious  wor¬ 
ship  a  benign  government,  and  homes  for 
illMmSthem.  FcnnsylvamiwM 
their  fluid  of  Canaan— here  they  settled, 
and  the  ‘  wilderness”  indeed  “blossomed 
as  the  .rose”  and  left  us  an  inheritance 

^Imp^lfedby  the  highest  motives  to  leave 

the  homes  of  their  ancestors  the  political 
beginnings  of  such  a  people  wft}y?heni 
miration  of  their  descendants.  With  them 
came  their  Church  ministers,  who  at  he 

outset  were  their  chief  advisors  and  the 
teachil  of  their  children.  Wherever  the 
church  was  erected,  there  was  the  school, 
and  although  illiteracy  has  been  charged 
in  general  Spon  our  early  German  and 
settlers  yet  these  assertions  have 
Sr  been  verified.  The  fact  is  that  there 
fa  Ihundant  proof,  by  existing  documents, 

,  wldch  goatofhow’noit  only  that  they  were 
able  to  write  their  names  legibly,  con- 


rJfl  - 

e,  too,  that  their  education  did  not 
stop  there.  In  a  memorial  to  the  authori¬ 
ties  by  the  German  inhabitants,  written  a 
century  and  a  half  ago,  of  over  two  hun¬ 
dred  signatures,  but  one  man  made  hts 
mark.  There  is  not  a  Provincial  or  Co¬ 
lonial  document  from  Piyitan  New  Eng¬ 
land  to  Cavalier  Georgia  of  that  period 
which  can  match  the  one  referred  to. 

The  so-called  “  Scheme  for  the  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  Germans”  in  Pennsylvania, 
has  no  doubt  given  rise  to  the  statements 
that  they  were  unlearned.  Unlettered  they 
were  as  tc:  the  English  language,  but  in 
the  tongue  of  tte  Fatherland,  they  knew 
more  than  the 'three  “R’s”  of  a  rudi¬ 
mentary  education.  The  “  Scheme  ”  was 
a  political  one — and  the  chief  aim  through 
the  instruction  of  the  English  was  to  ex¬ 
tend  partisan  influence — for  it  is  well 
known  that  in  the  Provincial  era  as  later 
on  in  the  history  of  our  Commonwealth 
there  were  all  sorts  of  scheme^  devised 
“to  catch  the  German  vote.”  The 
Pennsylvania-German  was  just  as 
wise  then  as  now,  and  those 
not  of  our  race  and  lineage 
may  speak  of  our  good  people  of  Berks  as 
voting  for  Andrew  Jackson  at  every  elec¬ 
tion — but  the  sturdy  and  steady  Demo¬ 
cratic  majority  given  by  Pennsylvania 
Germans  in  that  magnificent  county,  is 
fairly  offset  by  the  strong  Republican  ma¬ 
jority  given  by  the  Pennsylvania  Ger¬ 
mans  in  the  adjoining  grand  old  county  of 
|  Lancaster.  Both  are  true  and  steadfast  to 
their  principles — whatever  they  may  be — 
never  swerving,  always  to  be  relied  upon. 
If  illiteracy  leads  one,  assuredly  the  other 
is  just  as  unfortunate — but  neither  is  the 
case — the  inhabitants  of  both  are  just  as 
cultured,  just  as  highly  educated,  and  im¬ 
bued  with  the  loyal  and  true  principles  of 
constitutional  government. 

“Illiterate!”  God  save  the  mark! 
Prior  to  the  Revolution,  there  were  more 
printing  presses  operated  by  Pennsylvania 
Germans  and  more  books  published  than 
in  the  whole  of  New  England.  Just 
glance  over  Mr.  Hildeburn’s  valuable 
work  “Issues  of  the  Pennsylvania  Press, 
1682  to  1784,  ’  ’  and  you  will  have  the  proof 
of  what  I  say. 

Coming  to  Pennsylvania  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  religious  principles — imbued  with 
si  hatred  of  king-craft  and  the  exactions  of 
royalty  when  the  thunders  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  called  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to 
arm  for  the  struggle  with  tyranny,  the 
German  and  and  Swiss  settler  was  ready. 
He  entered  heartily  into  the  conflict,  and 
owing  solely  to  his  want  of 
ge  of  the  English  language  his 


although 
knowleq 

was  seldom  to  command,  giving  way" to  his 
Trish  neighbor;  still  "no  braver 
men  went  forth  from  hillside 


Scotch- 
body  ofi 

and  valley  to  defend  their  homes  in  the 


name  (ff  God  and  perpetual  freedom. 
Their  bines  lie  upon  every  battlefield  of 
the  Revolution;  and  yet  owing  to  their 
language  few  rose  to  command.  And  still, 
there  were  the  Muhlenbergs,  the  Hiesters, 
and  others  who  became  distinguished  in 
the  clays  of  1776,  none  superior  in  military 
training,  or  in  deeds  of  valor.  Patriotism 
has  alwjays_been  an  inherent  principle  in 


"the  heajtsof  the  eariy&mnan  settles  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  since  the  days  of 
Independence  their  descendants,  genera- 
luLr  generation’  have  been  distin- 

field  of  Xn  -R  Yei7, . well-fought  battle- 
held  of  the  Republic.  From  Lundy’s 

Lane,  in  the  swamps  of  Florida,  through 
the  cactus-crowned  plains  of  Mexico  and 
m  that  later  fraternal  and  bloody  strife 
Manassas  to  Appomattox,  they  were  there 
officers  and  men  reflecting  honor  and 

theSePOn  tMs  StUte’  the  Nation  and 

It  has  been  charged  time  and  again  that 
°pP°sltl0a  t0  tbe  public  school  system 
came  Rom  the  German  element  of  the 
fuff;  a  measure  this  was  partly  true, 

but  the  fiercest  attacks  came  from  those 

of  another  faith  and  ancestry  and  whv  ? 
Notwithstanding  all  that  lm/bcen  stated 
to  the  contrary,  there  was  a  system  of 

vo^up  "rt. ' congregational  education  in 
vogue— and  those  opposed  to  the  new 
scheme  held  that  over  and  above  all 
Christianity  ought  to  enter  into  all  plans 

ldlKatlngih<;  young.  But  that  antag¬ 
onism  was  of  short  duration,  and  these 
+be  the  ,  heartiest  supporters 
of  the  free  schools.  The  earliest 
advocates  and  promoters  of  that 
system  which  has  shed  so  much  lustre 
upon  our  State  were  Governors  Wolf  and 
Ritner,  while  another  man  who  more  than 

?’?ele7e  was  tlle  originator — and  who 
should  be  known  far  and  wide  in  the  mat- 
ter  — was  William  Audenreid  —  all 
AhnHe  f  /^fyfvania-German  descent. 
And  to-day  the  great  majority  of  the 


ablest  educators  in  the  State  are  of  that 
illustrious  origin.  This  is  a  fruitful  sub¬ 
ject  and  one  which,  I  trust,  will  be  fully 

I  dweit  upon  by  abler  hands  at  some  future 
meetings  of  the  Society. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  clinging  to  the 
language  of  the  Fatherland  interfered 
much  with  the  prominence  they  might 
have  reached  in  the  early  histoiy  of  our 
State,  not  only  in  political  affairs,  but 
m  the  legal  profession.  Professors  in 
Theology  may  cite  the  Pennsylvania-Ger¬ 
man  as  an  illustration  of  the  evil  of*  1 
maintaining  the  use  of  the  German  lan¬ 
guage.— but  “the  evil”  exists  only  in 
their  fertile  imagination.  They  no 
doubt  believe  the  current  histories,  as 
written  from  a  Puritan  New  England 
j  Row  Dutch  New  *York  stand-point. 
Time,  however,  has  wrought  wonderful 
changes.  At  least  one-half  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Commonwealth,  from  good  and 
honest  Simon  Snyder  to  the  brave  and 
cultivated  Gen.  James  Addams  Beaver, 
have  come  from  pure  Pennsylvania-Ger¬ 
man  stock.  The  influence  of  that  race 
has  been  felt  in  every  constitutional  con¬ 
vention  from  July,  1776,  to  the  last  body 
which  gave  us  our  present  fundamental 
laws — while  the  halls  of  Congress  and  of 
the  Legislature  have  re-echoed  the  glowing 
words  of  Pennsylvania- German  repre¬ 
sentatives,  the  peers  of  those  descended 
from  Puritan,  Holland,  Scotch-Irish  or 
Huguenot  ancestry. 

A  somewhat  notorious  writer,  in  a  recent 
lengthy  article  devoted  to  Pennsylvania 


Politics  and  Pennsylvania" “Statemen,  in-  ■ 
fers  that  the  reason  this  State  has  had  but  / 
few  men  who  have  been  prominent  in 
National  affairs,  is  the  stubbornness  of 
the  Scotch-Irish,  and  the  want  of  literary 
culture  among  the  Germans — neither  of 
which  are  true.  Our  Scotch-Irish  friends, 
however,  must  look  after  their  side  of  the 
house — for  this  is  Pennsylvania-German 
day,  and  we  will  take  care  of  ourselves.  , 
In  keeping  with  such  misrepresentations, 
it  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  the  time 
was  in  the  early  ante-Revolutionary  days 
that  the  Scotch-Irish  and  the  German  set¬ 
tlers  had  very  little  in  common- -there  was 
no  sympathy  one  for  the  other — language  j 
and  customs  wereso  widely  different.  By 
and  by,  a  Scotch-Irish  lad  went  off  with  a 
German  lassie  and  all  the  locality  was  in 
an  uproar.  He  was  outlawed  by  his 
friends.  As  decade  after  decade  rolled 
on,  the  prejudices  of  the  former  subsided, 
and  in  this  year  of  grace,  there  are  few 
Scotch-Irish  in  whose  veins  we  donot  find 
the  blue-blood  of  the  German ,  and  the 
Swiss— and  they  are  the  better  for  this  ad¬ 
mixture — surely  a  little  German  leavens 
many  an  Ulsterman. 

N  ow,  I  want  to  make  some  suggestions 
before  I  say  “finally,  brethren.”  We 
have,  year  after  year,  neglected  the 
preservation  of  our  family  history.  From 
the  foundation  of  the  world  the  famity 
was  instituted,  and  from  this  has  emanated 
piety  and  patriotism,  those  human  virtues 
upon  which  rest  the  prosperity  and 
strength  of  the  State.  As  the  records  of 
the  family  constitute  the  framework  of 
history,  there  can  be  no  greater  auxiliaries 
to  science,  religion,  and  especially  to  civi¬ 
lization.  Without  the  family  tie  there  can 
be  no  golden  cord  to  unite  the  destinies 
of  communities  or  nations,  and 
what  is  more  conducive  to  this  union 
than  the  recording  and  preservation  of  all 
|  that  pertains  to  the  history  of  our  families. 

’  He  who  collects  and  preserves  his  own 
family  history  is  not  only  a  benefactor  in 
his  way,  but  will  deserve  and  receive  the 
i  grateful  thanks  of  those  to  come  after 
him. 

The  venerable  George  Bancroft,  with 
whom  I  was  in  frequent  correspondence, 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  volume  of 
“Pennsylvania  Genealogies,”  wrote  “fu¬ 
ture  generations  will  rise  up  and  call  you 
blessed  for  what  you  have  done,  ’  ’  but  I  do 
not  want  to  apply  this  to  myself.  I  want 
to  counsel  every  one  within  the  limit  of 
my  voice  to  gather  up  the  fragments  of 
his  own  family  history.  He  will  thereby 
confer  a  priceless  boon  upon  those  whose 
names  and  achievements  are  thus  rescued 
from  oblivion,  and  preserves  the  experience 
and  wisdom  of  ages  for  the  emulation  and 
admonition  of  prosperity.  With  the  loss  of 
Church  and  Bible  records  many  may  con¬ 
sider  this  no  easy  task.  It  is  true,  if  there 
is  no  enthusiasm  in  your  soul.  But  “  to 
him  who  wills  there  is  a  way,”  and  I 
call  to  mind  the  fact  that  in  this 
audience  there  js  a  gentleman  who 
has  done  valiant  service  in  this  line,  and 
yet  who,  when  he  began,  scarcely  knew 
the  name  of  his  grandfather’s  family. 
But  he  had  Pennsylvania-German  in¬ 


love,  and  he  accomplished  all  that  any 
patient  laborer  in  family  history  can  and 
may  do.  I  wish  I  could  induce  all  of  you 
to  follow  his  example.  None  of  us  live 
for  ourselves  or  we  would  not  be 
here  to-day.  We  are  looking  to  the  future 
and  to  those  who  follow  after.  Our  an¬ 
cestors,  although  nefilectful  of  their 
family  records,  owing  to  their  modes  of 
living — to  the  one  thought,  the  establish¬ 
ing  of  homesfor  us — richly  deserve  this 
remembrance  of  them,  the  recording  of 
their  names  and  of  their  services,  humble 
though  they  may  have  been. 

If,  therefore,  my  advice  is  worth  any¬ 
thing — if  it  will  bear  fruit  in  due  season, 
I  shall  never  regret  the  opportunity  af¬ 
forded  me  of  saying  what  I  have  so  ear¬ 
nestly  at  heart.  There  is  so  much  to  be 
done  in  the  family  history  of  our  people 
that  no  one  should  lack  interest 

And  now,  my  friends,  although  there  is 
great  work  to  be  done,  not  only  by  this 
society,  but  by  each  individual  member 
thereof  in  his  own  behalf,  it  cannot  but 
be  gratifying  to  all  of  us  that 
within  our  own  State  the  num¬ 
ber  of  descendants  of  the  early 
German  settlers  greatly  exceed  all  others 
in  patient  and  unwearying  research  among 
the  records  of  the  by-gone  in  the  too 
much  neglected  harvest-fields  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  history,  biography  and  genealogy. 

“Finally  Brethren ’’—This  is  Pennsyl¬ 
vania-German  Day.  The  executive  com- 
miteee  have  prepared  a  “  Literary  Repast” 
[the  invitations  had  it  a  “  Report  ”]  which 
I  feel  confident  will  be  heartily  appreci¬ 
ated  by  all  who  may  be  present. 
I  do  not  want  this  conference 
to  be  transformed  into  a  mutual 
admiration  society,  yet  I  must  congratu¬ 
late  every  one  of  its  members  upon  the 
excellent  work  which  has  already  been 
attained  and  the  harvest  has  only  just 
begun.  Our  great  Commonwealth  is 
destined  to  be  in  the  next  decade 
the  Empire  State  in  wealth  and  national 
importance.  It  is  an  honor  to  belong  to 
it  whether  we  be  of  English-Quaker, 
Scotch-Irish  or  Huguenot  ancestry,  and 
yet  the  prouder  of  that  race  which  gave  it 
thrift,  frugality  and  wealth— the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania-German. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  address,  Presi¬ 
dent  Egle  announced  the  day’s  programme. 
He  referred  to  this  evening’s  banquet  to  be 
enjoyed  at  the  Commonwealth  hotel,  and 
requested  those  proposing  to  attend,  to 
hand  their  names  to  the  proper  commit¬ 
tee. 

Secretary  DIffenderfer’s  Report. 

Secretary  Diffenderfer  made  his  report 
announcing  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
society  and  detailing  the  work  performed 
up  to  the  present  date.  There  has  been 
one  death  in  the  roll  of  membership, 
Henry  S.  Reinhold,  of  Harrisburg, 
well  known  to  Telegraph  readers.  It 
was  also  announced  that  copies  of  the  so¬ 
ciety's  minutes  could  be  procured  at  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied 
to  current  expenses. 

Because  or  the  brief  term  of  service, 
since  April  last,  all  the  society  ’s  officers 
were  re-elected,  the  secretary  being  au¬ 
thorized  to  cast  the  representative  vote. 


|  The  secretary  read  a  letter  from  Prof. 
Marion  Dexter  Learned,  associate  in  Ger- 
man  at  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Balti- 
-  more,  in  which  the  society  was 
solicited  to  co-operate  in  the  collection 
and  issuance  of  an  exhaustive  lexicon 
i  of  the  Pennsylvania- German  language 
after  the  order  of  the  great  Swiss  lexicon 
now  nearing  completion.  It  was  proposed 
!  to  have  the  society  appoint  a  committee  to 
aid  in  the  organization  of  the  work  of 
collecting  the  dialectal  varieties  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania-German  speech  as  spoken  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  and  to  allow 
the  committee  to  expend  a  small  sum,  not 
to  exceed  $30,  for  the  printing  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  necessary  blanks  to~the  col¬ 
lectors  to  be  placed  in  the  field. 
i  A  long  discussion  followed  the  motion 
to  refer  the  letter  to  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee,  the  objection  in  the  opinion 
of  several  being  the  limited  cash 
m  the  treasury.  It  was,  however, 
referred  to  the  committee  without  special 
instructions. 

The  newly  elected  members  were  re- 
quested  to  subscribe  to  the  constitution 
and  by  laws,  and  the  society  adjourned  to 
meet  at  2  p.  m. 

Members  In  Attendance. 

Hon.  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker,  J.  S. 
Hess,  Thos.  C.  Zimmerman,  Samuel  H. 

,  Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  Jacob  A. 
Shindel,  Morton  L.  Montgomery,  D.  W.  \ 
Head,  Henry  M.  M.  Richards,  Hr. 

A.  R.  Horne,  Samuel  P.  Heilman, 

H'  ^anck’  Lee  L-  Grumbine, 

o.  M.  Sener,  David  Mumma,  George  H. 
Richards,  Paul  A.  Kunkel,  Rev.  Dr.  Geo. 

%  Heckman,  Daniel  C.  Maurer,  Henry  A. 
Muhlenberg^  E.  W.  S.  Parthemore,  Win. 

•H.  Egle,  Paul  He  Schweinitz,  Isaac  N. 
Urnei-,  John  B.  Warfel,  F.  R.  Diffender- 

Wr1’.Re£  o  A-  J-  Kauffman, 

Julius  F.  Saches,  Levi  S.  Reist  and  others] 

Officers  of  the  Society. 

President,  Dr.  William  H.  Egle,  Harris- 
burg,  vice  president,  Hon.  Edwin  Al- 
bnght  Alientown;  secretary,  Frank  R. 
Diftenderfer,  Lancaster;  treasurer,  Julian 
f .  baches,  Berwyn. 

Executive  Committee-Dr.  J.MaxJIark, 
Lancaster;  L.  L.  Gaumbine,  Lebanon;  H. 

^eading;  E.  H.  Rauch, 

^  w  «CoUn  V  J-  S‘  Hess-  Heller  town; 

T  p  Parthemore,  Harrisburg;  Hon. 
b.  W.  Pennypacker,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  C. 

Z.  Weiser,  East  Greenville;  C.  P.  Hum- 
rich,  Carlisle;  A.  Hiestand  Glatz,  York. 
Afternoon  Session, 
llie  exercises  of  the  afternoon  consisted 

pi  by  JudSe  Pennypacker,  of 

Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  A.  R  Horne,  of 

i!CMnty’.Md  a  poem  “  The  Marriage 
Toll 10  JIase4  Efie  E-  Grumbine,  of 
Lebanon.  Judge  Pennypacker,  whose 

of  tiffpP3  ?n  “Tbe  Early  Literature 
T-A'T  ennsylvama  Germans,  is  a  recog- 
scholar  and  consequently 
familial  with  the  early  story  of  their  first 
attempts  at  authorship  and  printing. 

hihitwl  °£tol,00n  3  and  PamPhlets  were  ex¬ 
hibited  to  show  the  comparison  with 


of  the  present  day.  Pastori. 
j  ous  and  others  wrote  various  books 

Sized  °TiIpiCh  ^.^'11  extant  and  highly 
pnzcd.  Ihese  publications  work  the  coni 
mencement  of  the  -German  litem  y  wort 
fiid  were  aIso  early  in  the 

Thev  r  1  iff, > vZ-i 1 1-1  n s s  on  rehgious  subjects, 
f  hey  diffeied  in  many  respects  from  the 

i  in  their’  f  t  l0U~h  ^oI1°wer,  to  a  degree, 

!  ,tl  e  r,  P)rrns  and  ceremonies.  Their 
ifiist  confession  of  faith  was  published 
....  *  collection  of  hymns  rc- 

l^tative  of  their  suffering^  trials 
*nd  iminyidom  was  published  in  1740 
land  since  then  lias  passed  through 

I  SchweinWm  edlt,ous-  Tbe  followers  of 
I  nftl  i  wll°  came  here  in  1734,soon 

wf  J.an<  Iilg  pLlblislled  hooks  andpamph- 
Ind  edi1?  reC°rd+t,heir  a™l  America, 
cert  sin  ■P°Q'  thelJ  people  t0  observe  a 

theh  h  ,d  7  m.  Srat(dul  remembrance  of 
Tn  id  ‘4ely  from  European  wrongs. 

nub  h-minnnfy|acker  tllen  referred  to  the 
publication  of  bomer  after  1738,  exhibit- 

hcttPr11113  68  wll,Fh  llave  been  reissued  for 
Sdr  pr?erTatloa;  a]so  »  collection  of 
RakesyfhCphf°  Gckets  originated  by  Robert  I 

nfi.  0t  the  Sunday  school, 

and  pubhshed  m  German  by  bomer.  j 

to  thp  ahaanao  literature  appealed  strongly 

aceo  m  fteS°f  tllC  Germans’  containing 
wpntho*  a,nd  .Prognostications  of  the 
Thprp  61  and  aidlcles  on  various  subjects. 

tratfon  Weret,  a  so  attempts  at  illus¬ 
tration,  the  battle  of  Quebec 

and  _  a  portrait  of  Washington  being 

a“ouS  Giem.  The  Bible  waf 
printed  m  German  long  before  it  an 
peared  in  English ;  the  same  applies  to 
German  newspapers.  Judge  Pennypecker 

of  ThT  dI  T  •  publlcation  t0  Gie  world 
■  declaration  of  Independence  de- 

ouxht°  tnflt  t  ie  ®tates  are  and 
mnT  Ip  1  forl?  an  independent.  The 
ZnL\Tl  and  pr°mpt  support  of  the 
T?W  r°n  COaie  from  die  Germans. 
whTf  ?eiman  .m  the  colmrircL  assembly 
votej  forqTf10^  °*  af^Ption  came  up, 

• one  aoainst  it. 

tr  li  ,1  »r Slewing,,,  said  he  re-, 
nai(jcd  the  adoption  of  the  eon  I 

the'mTt  '  °f  ,.th°  unBed  States  as 
and h  ^j  nnportant  h  of  our  existence 
mnTp  f  Pennsylvania  made  the  first 
S  lndJ^ted  in  holding  out 


-  *  ^ 

In  aH  tiers'* 

bwntrnl  }tiPnnsyl™ia  iias  always 
ness  win  pTpTr  and  ber  Steadfa-T 

SSer  s!l Z  d,Mmgmsh  h»  to 

PptLtbe  <?onclllsion  Of  his  address  Judge 

vr„c,p?£“tps  *  «»4 

President  Egle  then  introduced  Dr.  A 

f'i1  'V10se  subject  was  “Proverbs 

mans  ’^Tr  °b  tbe  Pennsylyania-Ger- 
mans.  Ihis  evening  the  win 

banquet  at  Uie  Commonwealth  Hotel. 


T33T5  MARRIAGE  OF  THE  MTJSE 


BY  LEE  L.  GRUMB1NE, 


[Read  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
|'h®  ,  .  Pennsjdvania-German  Society, 
held  in  Harrisburg,  Pa,.,  Oct.  14,  1891.] 


OwliCTe’s  the  iiappy  bard,  the  poet  and  seer, 

Y  hose  voice,  with  its  tuneful  charm,  will  make 
men  near, 

As  he  tells,  in  stately  epic  or  fabled  story, 

fCy-  S™P  6  f0lk>  of  their  «alS  and 
As  lie  smgs  wall  wisdom  and  grace  and  musical 

iliCHri  U  1  e, 

T°  ^pleasm-t611’8  glad  delight’ or  a  busy  world’s 
The  sterling  virtues  of  that  brother  band 
The  sorrowing  exiles  from  the  Fatherland 
Leavmgrtheir  homes  in  Kriesheim’s  bowers  of 

their  glorious  Rhine, 

To  seek  amid  their  solemn  depths  of  wood 
Freedom  from  man  and  holy  peace  with  God.” 


IWmit  P,s,Teet  Eut|‘’Pe,  goddess  fair, 

wiii1  .J  >SS  l.le  wooed  with  passion  rare, 

With  ardor  fresh,  and  chivalric  devotion 
Of  a  new  swain’s  first  amorous  emotion’ 

TVn?  mvi’lv'  lhy  €a«er  suitor's  heart, 

,blu  tlly  sweet  presence  to  depart, 
bltU  Wlth,a  f°nd,  connubial  press, 
lino  the  war  in  embrace  of  love’s  caress. 

And  touch  his  soul  with  that  ecstatic  bliss 
Which  poets  feel,  when  with  thv  magic  kiss 
riKon  Uiriils  t  their  being,  dost  their  thought 
inspire, 

With  holy  passion  and  with  genius’  fire. 


He  loves  thee  with  a  passion  strong  and  true 
And  for  thy  loving  favor  fain  would  sue  ’ 
With  simple  words,  for  he’s  a  timid  youth 
Who  only  knows  to  speak  with  simple  truth 

CnnnrfMv01  skllled,  trifling  ;  and  the  art 
Coquettish  knows  not,  but  an  honest  heart 
.He  otters,  and  a  dowry  rich  and  rare 
For-his  new  bride  in  sweet  content  to  share 
S&, ft®1?-  legend,  myth,  tradition  quaint, 

For  their  inspired  sons  to  grave  or  paint 
w-?£n?  s?nutt  on  th»  immortal  page, 

With  skill  of  seer  and  wisdom  of  a  sage. 


S™^,°Wtvhodar?i;5'such  a  ,K>ld  demand 
1  ersistent,  sue  the  muse’s  heart  and  hand  ? 

Woulds  t  know  his  history  and  from  what  line 
He  comes,  what  deeds  of  virtue  or  of  valor  shine, 
rrv,h‘r,sreat,KchlcvenleIlts  ran  throughout  his  life 
what  he  makes  bold  to  ask  the  muse  to  wife  9  ’ 

Know  then  his  lineage  he  reveals  with  pride 
iN  or  aught  of  crime  or  shame  need  he  hide , 
Twa\5^ou<^s  wrib  stain  or  infamous  disgrace 
the  honored  history  of  his  noble  race. 

Descended  he  from  ancient  Teuton  stock- 
in  heart  and  brain  the  peer  of  Plymouth  rock. 


Illustrious  is  his  ancestry,  and  old— 

From  Scandinavian  warriors  brave  and  bold 
"  ho  came  m  hordes,  from  Boreas’  wintry  clime 
To  sunnier  south  lands  in  the  ancient  time. 

■rv;?iftfa1aSS?TorSenla?’  .va,Iiant  G°tb  and  Saxon, 
With  ruddy  face  and  hair  both  fair  and  flaxen  • 
An  eye  unflinching,  like  the  sky  as  blue 
A  heart,  to  love  and  honor  always  true  ' 

A  form,  erect  and  proud,  with  limb  of  steel 
I  hat  ne  er  was  made  before  a  lord  to  kneel  • 

A  spirit  that  would  bow  ’fore  God  alone  •  ’ 

No  other  .master  would  the  Teuton  own  ’ 


The  noble  founder  of  th’  illustrious  house 
him  who  longs  to  be  thv  loving  spouse 
Tis  said,  by  those  whose  pleasure  ’tis  to  pore 
O  er  history’s  page,  and  books  of  ancientlore, 
Can  trace  the  thread  of  his  ancestral  line 
Through  ages  past  to  parentage  divine— 
in  myth  and  legend, —that  his  noble  blood 
Descended  from  old  Thor,  the  thunder  god 
Still  others  of  the  misty  past  inquire 
Say  Noah’s  son,  Thuiscon.  was  the  sire 
Of  the  Teutonic  people,  and  all  such 
As  go  by  the  generic  name  of  “Dutch.” 


Dear  name !  IMharsh  reproach  ’twas  once  ap¬ 
plied, 

But  now  a  term  of  honor  and  of  pride : 

No  more  a  mere  derisive  appellation , 

Or  narrow  territorial  limitation, 

It  now  denotes  with  meaning  more  euphonic 
Aught  under  the  generic  name  Teutonic 
The  day  has  dawned  when  men  this  name  esteem, 
kms.ap  with  the  Dutch  an  honor  deem, 
ibis  is  the  stock  and  line  of  him  who  woos 
The  nymph  of  song,  and  for  his  bride  would 
choose ; 

Distinguished  by  Ms  virtues,  deeds  and  piety, 

His  name  The  Pennsylvania  Dutch  Society', 


And  here  the  marriage  feast  we  celebrate 
This  day  when  this  yonng  groom  doth  mate 
With  bride  the  fairest  e’er  to  altar  led, 

Ana  Lhe  sweet  muse  of  poesy  doth  wed. 

Let  all  her  bridesmaids,  and  the  guests  rejoice  : 
Lea  minstrelsy  and  music  raise  their  voice 
‘  m,  ninth  and  gaiety ;  let  dance  and  song 
The  gladness  of  the  festal  day  prolong  ■ 

Ye  jioet  souls  to  unseen  realms  fled, 

Rejoice ;  ye  spirits  of  the  minstrel  dead 
“  E]afl-  ,  T]ie  choirs  of  angel  hosts  do  share 
i  he  festal  pleasures  of  the  wedded  pair. 


And  from  this  holy  union  may  there  spring 

A  progeny  of  poets,  that  will  sing 

The  praises  of  those  hero  souls  who  came. 

In  search  of  neither  fortune  nor  of  fame 
From  Alpine  slope  and  banks  of  castled  Rhine 
To  land  where  liberty’s  fair  sun  would  shine, 
h  rom  cruel  persecution  to  escape, 

Resolved  anew  their  destinies  to  shape. 

By  virtue,  thrift  and  industry  and  toil, 

A  simple  life  from  new  and  friendly  soil 
To  gam,  where  man’s  fierce  hate  would  cease, 
td  the-i - -  v.»V .  ’ 


*  y  , .  ’  Yvuum  cease. 

And  they  might  serve  their  God  in  holy  peace. 


For  a  devout  and  pious  folk  were  they, 

T’whom  duty  was  a  pleasure,  and  to  pray 
Was  joy  and  constant  habit :  and  they  brought 
Their  German  bibles,  and  their  hymns  that  taugh  \ 
Them  piety  and  love  of  God,  and  good : 

And  as  they  worshiped  in  the  primal  wood, 

The  sweet  and  solemn  melodies  would  sound 
Tnrough  vale,  and  echo  o’er  the  hills  around, 

the  sounding  aisles  of  the  dim  woods  rang” 
With  their  tuneful  praise  and  the  glorious  hvmns 
they  sang, 

As  up  to  Heaven’s  ear  from  the  greenwood  hall, 
The  sacred  music  rose,  of  the  grand  choral. 


For  they  had  suffered  much  for  conscience’  sake. 
And  longed  the  yoke  of  bigotry  to  break  ; 

Long  years  of  persecution  and  despair, 

Of  bitter,  dire  sufferings  were  their  share. 
Inhuman,  cruel  martyrdoms  the  fate. 

Of  those  who  dwelt  in  the  Palatinate 
And  neighboring  provinces ;  while  home  and  vil- 
lage, 

Town  and  city  given  o’er  to  pillage, 

Were  plundered  by  the  robber  hordes  of  France 
Upon  the  revocation  of  the  Nantes 
Decree,  by  royal  beast  whose  very  name 
Comes  down  the  years  a  synonym  of  shame. 


Thus  starts  the  story  of  their  deep  privation 
Amid  the  struggles  of  the  Reformation  ; 
With  precious  price  that  ever  must  be  paid 
rrrhI  a, dvr-'”''  — ~  J 1  ■*  • 


Th’  advance  of  freedom’s  holy  cause  to  aid,— 
With  price  of  blood  and  suffering  they  bought 
Freedom  of  heart  and  brain  and  soul  and  thought. 
They  freely  dared  all  danger  for  the  right 
As  the.v  conceived  it  in  God’s  holy  sight  • 

All  perils  of  both  land  and  sea,  they  braved 
Lost  all  possessions,  but  their  manhood  saved 
And  many  victims  of  the  cruel  strife, 

With  all  the  rest,  surrendered  even  life 


But  others  from  their  persecutors  fled, 

By  Providence  to  better  fortunes  led, 

To  Albion’s  isle  for  refuge  firsj;  they  turn  ; 

The  kind  Queen  Anne  in  sympathy  doth  yearn, 
Her  heart  is  big  enough,  too  small  the  space 
For  an  asylum  to  the  exiled  race. 

But  as  they  tarry  in  the  foreign  city, 

The  sad  recital  of  their  woes,  to  pity 
Moves  the  savage  heart  of  swarthy  chief 
From  western  world,  who  soothes'  their  troubled 
griefi 

And  hospitably  offers  them  a  home, 

If  to  the  far  off  sunset  land  they’d  come 


■  - 


mam 


■'’iKii'jiaim 


Across  the  trackless  sea  their  longing  eves 
HZed,wlth  hope  afresh,  on  freedom’s  prize, 
no  g?od?-  no  land-  Peace,  no  rest. 
The  wilderness  invited  the  oppressed. 

ijy  ?  with  reverence  be  it  said, 
^L1*n/haroal1  s  ?ruel  bondage,  Israel  fled 

Thev  hadHP^r  deeP  then  Egypt’s  ruddy  tide, 
i  l.ey  had  th  eternal  God  of  Israel  to  guide 

Thod  pa,thw.ay  °ver  lajld  and  sea  ;  by  day 
Rv  nhrii  ^  thC  °fild  St0°n  up  and  marked  the  way, 
i  th)lfieTy  p,1lai' m  the  unseen  Hand  J 
Led  on,  and  beckoned  to  the  promised  land. 


At  last  their  painful  wandet  ings  had  an  end  • 
At  last  they  found  a  refuge  and  a  Friend  ’ 
\\  hose  name  and  memory  are  loved  bv  men  ■ 
home  was  waiting  in  the  land  of  Penn 
There  wasai  old  tradition  in  those  days 
?L^erS®5nt<-10n’  tbat  tbe  Lord  would  raise 
<p)  °  ?Ct,ty  from  uffliction,  and  would  bless 
li  -hnhl  ’tKo  n  .pccp’m.  in  the  wilderness. 

1  th-f  8'lo|n°us  prophecy  fulfilled  ' 

f' lT  tbeir  children  did  they  built 
A  gardeu  of  the  Lord,  as  rich  and  feir 

As  Eden  home,  their  heaven  devised  share 


Look  out  upon  the  beauty  of  the  land 
TwS  ?  bestowed  on  every  hand.  ’ 

The  fruitful  acres  anc^  well  watered  plains 
Contribute  nature’s  bounty  to  their  gains 
Tne  bursting  hills  are  filled  with  mineral  wealth* 
The  climate  laden  with  the  breath  of  health  •  ’ 


SIS  iavish  health  of  nature’s  gift 

St!!ai!°v?!:cam=.  what  battles  fought 
vv  nat  great  achievanentS  gained  r.v, .r. „ 

The  sufferings  enured,  the  exploits  done  °D’ 
These Yre  the  th1'^6  ®P/rit’  patmnt  beart-1 

Foi  living  for  the  right  and  truth  and  love. 


slight  g’  th  p3SSi!1>J  sneer  or 

Of  prejudice  or  ignorance  ■  or  nnite 

The' wildness whence}  fate  pursSed"^ 

Rv  v1P/?,AU^le/  e7ery  foe  and  bitier  trill 

^ '  ’ 

In  tribulation  patient-humble  mooch 


nmuiauon  patient-humble  mood 


Broad  asthfPr  a£e#ge  to  own. 

Whence,  like  a^warm^h1’"'1!  Keystone, 
Their  sons  “  Vees’  fwm  bnav  hive 

ccrafortmld*?!!  sweef^co^I^fo)1VTI!’.^|brive 

flit"5 


To  succor  the'  flery  battlefield, 

When  iGdeplnd^S  hf-theehTak  to  shield? 
And  many  in  their  f.  ..t'-i  *  balance  quavered, 
Could  not  t  “e  lmlnf  w  yt  Uad  7 avered, 

In  every  stru  t,  her  ®  "* 


nreAVnoVsifln  IniLofl  °f-  edu.cation  ? 

Loth  make  tYe  w  |ep!al,L;i? 

pound  ‘  '  "n  1  from  the  bench  ex 

The  found  ?ilh  iudgment,  righteous  and  pro- 

TheVck T fAn\Ccmt ¥  th®  bar  ?  Doth  bed 

Is  not  his  name  to  ar/lndT  -etei'nal  weal  ? 

Does  not  the  Stole  and  science  known? 

If  history  seal  fii,  ^  trusted  service  own  ? 

The  truth  issnok™  ESlui'  not  know  it. 


Fills  thee  do  thn„  f?L  *--ne  communion 
y  Loosclv  s’athe, wi  tak*e  thls'  crude  material 

I  ,»  kss 

I^oughont  thefo?uy  °f  ^L^e8010’1' 

With  charm  it  future  ages  will  be  sung 


I 


To  the  descendants  of  the  early  German  and  Swiss  settlers  fl 
in  Pennsylvania  wheresoever  dispersed.  i 

T he  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  owing  in  a  large  I 

measure  her  Industry, thrift  and  enterprise  to  the  character  I 

of  her  early  German  and  Swiss  settlers.lt  Is  eminently  proper  I 
that  the  descendants  theredf  should  associate  themselves, in 
order  to  preserve  the  records  of  that  settlement,-  to  perpet¬ 
uate  the  memory  of  those  “who  made  the  wilderness  blossom  as 
the  rose”,-'  to  show  to-  the  offspring  of  other  nationalities, 
that  they  are  not  behind  them  In  any  of  the  attributes  which 
go  to  make  up  the  best  citizen*  of  the  best  State  In  the  best 
government  of  the  world.  In  the  art  of  printing, In  the  realm 
of  letters  and  science  -■  in  religious  fervor  -  in  pure  s.ates 
maOh'P-111  *ar  and  ln  Pence,  the  fennsylvanla  German-Swlss 
element  has  equalled  that  of  any  other  race.  Impressed  with 
the  Importanoe  of  the  events  of  the  past, acting  with  becoming 
dignity- ln  the-presant, and  fully  believing  in  the  influence 
| they  will  have  upon  the  future  glory  of  our  State; -'the  un¬ 
dersigned  request  all  descendants  of  such  settlers  interested 


tin.. 


in  tna  formation  of  tTsac^^*?***1*  r, 

ba  *8ld  In  the  city  of  ra  ll>S'5°!b!-  111  a  Congrass  to 

Ae'».1891>befng  th9  1Wt““r#B  tednSSd3y  thS  Sth  bay  of 

I  Pennsy]vanu  ;nD,V—  «  **  ■>«*«  of  that 

a  ^  a,lia  German nnvu 

abl9  tob*  —  ‘®  s.gnify  thoIr  0UM,''or  if  not 

the  Association  tn*n  and  t  ^  ‘°  ®9”b«^<P  In 
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